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be pursued in other areas which would also promote growth and development in
developing countries, for example, in respect of further lowering interest rates
and pursuit of non-inflationary growth policies.

Paragraph 25

It is feared that, if there is slow growth in the world economy, there will
inevitably be negative implications for women since, as a result of diminished
resources, action to combat women's low position, in particular, their high rates
of flliteracy, low levels of education, discrimination in employment, their
unrecognized contribution to the economy and their special health needs, may be
postponed. A pattern of development promoting just and equitable growth on the
basis of justice and equality in international economic relations could make
pogsible the attainment of the goals and objectives of the International
Development Strategy, which could make a significant improvement in the status of
women while enhancing women's effective contribution to development and peace.
Such a pattern of development has its own internal dynamics that would facilitate
an equitable distribution of resources and is conducive to promoting sustained,
endogenous development, which will reduce dependence.

‘paragraph 26

It i8 very important that the efforts to promote the economic and social
gtatus of women should rely in particular on the development strategies that stem
from the goals and objectives of the International Development Strategy and the
principles of a new international economic order. These principles include,
inter alia, self-reliance, collective self-reliance, the activation of indigenous
human and material resources. The restructuring of the world economy, viewed on a
long-term basis, is to the benefit of all people -~ women and men of all countries.

Paragraph 27

According to estimates and projections of the International Labour Office,
women constitute 35 per cent of the world's labour force, and this figure is likely
to increase steadily to the year 2000. Unless profound and extensive changes are
made, the type of work available to the majority of women, as well as the rewards,
will continue to be low. Women's employment is likely to be concentrated in areas
requiring lower skills and lower wages and minimum job gsecurity. While women's
total input of labour in the formal and informal sector will surpass that of men by
the year 2000, they will receive an unequal share of the world's agsets and
income. According to recent estimates, it seems that women have sole
responsibility for the economic support of a large number of the world's children,
approximately one third and higher in some countries, and the numbers seem to be
rising. Forward-looking strategies must be progressive, equitable and designed to
support effectively women's roles and responsibilities as they evolve up to the
year 2000. It will continue to be necessary to take specific measures to prevent
discrimination and exploitation of their economic contribution at national and
international levels. .

Paragraph 28

During the period from 1986 to the year 2000, changes in the natural
environment will be critical for women. One area of change is that of the role of
women as intermediaries between the natural environment and society with respect to
agro-ecosystems, as well as the provision of safe water and fuel supplies and the
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