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of mankind". It is most significant that this and other con-
clusions were unanimously accepted by thg Scientific Committee,
and this on the basis of the most objective and strict evaluation

of faets.

This circumstance is a cause both for satisfaction
and concern. From the clear and unanlmous expression of such
important conclusions all of us can derive the satisfaction of
being well and authoritatively advised on this vital question
of the harmful effects of atomic radiation.. The nature of this
advice, however, particularly when viewed 1n the light of
continued nuclear testing, is a causeefor immediate and deep
concern for all those who cannot remain indifferent to the
additlonal human suffering which will result from unchecked
increases in radioactive contamination of the environment, = The
proceedings 'in connection with the adoption of Resolution 1629
at the sixteenth session of the Genergl Assembly indeeg made it
apparent that no member of this organization maintasips 3 detached

or indifferent attitude on this question,

Last year's resolution, which I have jyst mentioned,
was,in some respects, an advance over those of preyioys years.
It sought to encourage the taking of practical steps, both
internationally and nationallys to improve gang accelerate the
exchange of information on the health hazarg of radioactive
levels in various parts of the world. More Particularly,
attention was focussed on the problem of learning more about the
incidence, concentration and ?atterm of distribution of radio=-
activity throughout the world's environment, The resolution, in
its second part, for the first time T'ecommended periodic and
regular collection of worldwide data on levels of atmospheric
radioactivity. 'The task of setting up j feasible scheme was .
entrusted to the World Meteorological OrganiZation for study and

implementation.

O e e ab omDt andePRER R {50400l
the sixteenth session, the General Assemply ;g this year faced
with the task of consolidating advances made in the light of
increased and more authoritative knowledge brought together in
the Scientific Committee's second comprehensiye report, and in
the light of useful §tud;es glready made by the World 9 |
Meteorological Organlzatlon 10 regard to jtg responsibilities “in
this field. The fact ’E:hat‘r.u'lclear testing 18 HELPY taking place

of knowledge laid in previous yearss ‘909 :
mind that a large and broadly representatisewgﬁgu;hgﬁed:igza%?ohs
has tabled a proposed resolution which has been circulated as ..
Document A/SPC/L.83/Rev.l. It is the hope and ‘conviction of ‘the .
co-sponsors that our resolution wilj attract the support of all
member states. The vital problems With which it is concerned
deserve ‘the fullest weight of internationg] gttedt 168 and Gars
which can be mustered in this organization,

I think it is generally ackne nd
report of the Scientific Committee cbnsriig%:g Egztmggésrgggggd v
and comprehensive document of its kipg in its evaluation of the ..
levels of radioactivity to which manking is exposed, as well as
of their effects on human health. Qf equal significance is the .
fact that such a report represents a tangible and useful product
of international scientific €o0—Operation carried out under United
‘Nations auspices. I am sure, therefore, that there will Be no
dissent from the gratitude and abbreciation addressed in the
draft resolution to the Scientific Committee, and to all those




