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-and that iL would b. botter that a boy should neyer
know a bird Lhan that tb. poor crature sbould die at

bis band or b. robbod oftite precious eggs.

Thon ask tbem to flnd, by observation, what birds
romain in their noighborbood during tbe wintor.
Bosidos the domestie fovls, Lboy vill me but fov.
English uparrove vili be found in nearly every tovn

and village. Chickadoos are noL uncommon in tb.
woode, and oftn visit the parka and sbade-trees in
tovne. The black-and-white downy woodpocker soine-
times cornes to tovn, toc. Tho active littie nut-hatch'
may, perchane, be& seon, otten with hoad downvard,
seearing the trunks cof troos. Groupe or flocks of
snov buntinge-in white and dusky; rod-poll-liLtle
eparrow-liko birds, vith red cape and bresa sometimos
stained witli rod; pins groSbeaks-nearly as largo ae
robin-Lb.e maies quite rod; croe-bill-vwith curved
onde of madiblos crosed- may ho occsaioally meon in

the country, and, oven &bout the outskirte of towne and

villages. Tro. eparrove-witb brovn cape sucb as the

chipping sparrov, vears in sprng-nay be. men besido
Lb. winter roada. W. havo eomo othor vintor rosi-

dents; but thoro is a groat ecarcity cf bird lite beroin
winter.

In the south-mestrn. part cf Nov Brunswick Lb.
folloviug ominon migratory birde may ho looked for

in April nesrly in tb. ordor givon : Song eparrov,
elato-coed junco, American robin, purpie flnch (maies

quite red), crov blackbfrd (purpie grackle>, rusty black-
bird (males black in spring, but emallor than the pro-
ceding), amo Lree avallow (vhite underneatb), swamp
robin (honnit. tbruab). veser sparrov (graue finch>,

vhite-tbroated sparrov (old Tom PoabodY>. In Lb.

eouth, of Nova Scotia and sou tbwestern Ne* Brunswick

tb. oarliest cf thoe birds may ho expected in Lb. latter

part of Marcb-in 'tbo uortb of Lb... provinces net Liii

tb. middleocf Apî4. Somo other song-birde returu in

April, s el s d dcks, gesse, and varione other aquatie

bird.
Encourage Lbe aWldron to vatch for Lb. coming cf

tb. dufforont spoc ios, and -to observe carofully and
describe tb. birds tbey aee Help Lbem to identify
nov arrivais vitbi Lbe aid of Lb. descriptions in Lb.

Manusi cf Nature Lessons, or somo larger bock (s

Cbapman'e Bird-Lite>. The colored pictures Of birds,

sold by tbe Porry Pictures Company (Maiden, Maus.,)

àL tvo cent@ oach, yuli ho tound very useful in doter-

mining birds.
Point ouL o eb pupile tbat vben tbey bave learned

to distioguieh and name a bird at sight, their etudy is

only vol! begun. 'Tb.y have yet Le learu itq sang, its

calis, its food, vhen and vhere iL builds iL. nest, vhere

iL gets the material, vbat iL teeds.ite young-all tbey
eau fiàd cuL about ite vays.

Once a veok during Lb. seaon cali upon tb. pupils,
individus!!7 , to re-ouant betore Lb. clama thoir oberve-
tiens Lbrough tb. veek. i-

The writer vull ho glad to answer tbrough Lb, RZVIEW,
s ar, as possible, azy questions as to Lbe identity cf
doubtful birds.

Astronouloal Notes.

WhiI. Motcury vas on show luat montb there ver.
only tvo clear evoninga bore, and eue &* tom -wse noue
e very cloar oither. The other vas tbe e;enmg et

Sanday, thé i 7tb, and iL wau porfeet. Mercury vas

brigbt enougb to show up eaaily te the naked .ye only

twepLy minutes after sunsot% and bis briliaut vhite dise
flickered ln Lb. western sky fer ovor an heur after that.

There vas ncthing more' conspieucus ln sight except

Mmarsnd the Dog-star. rAs Marei came up ovor Lb6
tree-tops in Lb, taut that evening, ho vas fliekering toc ;
a much rarer thing for hlm to b. caugbt doing (se far

as my exporiec e goes) than iL is in Lb,, case cf Venu or
Morcury wbou .t.bey are -near tb. horizen. I. vonder-

if amy of our poste evor ncticod that th. pianote ~iicker
vbou loy in Lb. sky. I cant rocal any instance any,

vbere, nor in amy of Our neveliste eéther, ezcept by
Maurice Hewlett in R~ichard «Yea and Nay.

The opposition -of' Mars ti year As the very verati

that could ccur. lMt comde just aL tb. Lim hen ho la

at bis greateet disiaoe from Lb. sun, and thorefere a]e0

at hie greatest opposition distance from Lb. earth. In

August, -1877, when bis moons vere discovered by Hall,

he vu nerlyat bis neaet teus. Wbat agrand.sigbt'
iL vas on thoso autumn eveningo to me bis big red diso

come sliding up aboie th. eastern. hcrizon vhile tbe

vest va$s tili gloricus vit.h Lb. bues of sunset, H.

vas nearly as good in tb. autumn cf 1892, juet at tb.

Lime vbon the. Summer Sobool was in session at St.

John. But et eaCh opposition simce thon Lb. gap b.-

Lveeu bim sud us bas been gotting vider aud vider,

and bis brilliancy bas4.(' oonsequence beon getting lms

and lesser. if vo take tb. number 100 te roprosent bis
brilhisncy &t opposition in 1877, vo shall bave 98 for.
wbat iL vas in 1892. The next 'opposition came in

1894, and Lbe brilliancy bail eunk to 72.. Iu 1896, iL

vent dovn to 36, in 1899, to 24, and this yoar iL i.

only 21. That'-la Lbe low-wator mark. Wbn tbenext

opposition comes .round iu 1903, Mars vili. ho a liLtlo

bigger and brigbtor -tban ho is n ov; a good dea more

se iu 1905 ; and se on, until b, reaches bigh-vater mark

again in the autumu cf 1909;
Perbape thon Tesla may makis some discoveries about


