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Affairs in British Columbia
By JACK LOUTET.

"WAR RELIEF ACT" NOT A GOOD MEASURE. never before passed the législature, and apart froIn t]10
légal profession no benefit will accrue ta anyone unlesO

One of the last acts of the Government of British COlum- .possibIy non-resident owners who cannot be traced ta,bla in the 1916 session was ta pass a bill entitled the prove that they are net entitled ta the benefits of the Act-
"War Relief Act," and no single act passed by any govern- Aýt the close of the war everything may proceed and
ment la likely ta have sa d4sastrous an effect on muni- long before the soldier la demobllized and back In British
cipalities as the one referred ta. Columbia, he will find judgments against him, foreclosure$ 5

The bill was introduced by a private member, Mr. Miller enforced and the benefits promised in this Act, sa far 80
of Grand Forks, in the closing days of the session and he is concerned, a myth.
rushed through without even the B. C. Municipal Union
or the municipal inspecter being aware that such an act Matter to be Takeri Up by U. B. C. M.

was contemplated. Tbis subject will be before the Union of British Coltun'
The Intention apparently was ta protect soldiers from bla Municipalities In October, and no doubt strong united

being sued for debt, foreclosure of mortgages or recovery representations will be made-to the government thon In

of lands sold under agreement, but the actual result must power. The general opinion 'seems ta be that rank c8r1Fý'
stagger even the member who Introduced the bill unless lessness la responsible for the muddle and that in the ex,
he wlshed dellberately ta wreck the crédit of the munici- citement of politics no considération was given the bill

palities of British Columbia. by either government or opposition. Any critielsm of th6

Considération of the clauses of the bill brings out the bill would have been taken as a slight ta the soldier Or

curions fact that the one persan who la net properly pro- twisted into such by the opposite party, -and In vlew

tected la the soldler. The act Provides that "During the the Importance of the soldiers' vote this'risk wu W015t

continuance of the War It shall net be lawful for any carefully avoided. Earlier in the yeur the U. B. C. M ' el'
exécutive suggested ta the gavernment that soldiers' proPý

persan or corporatibn ta bring anY action or take any pro- erty should be protected from tax sale.
ceeding, elther In any of the civil courts of this Province,
or outalde of such courts agaInst a persan who la or has Much discussion ensued and some municipal repreoe*'

been at any time aines the first daY of August, 1914, a tatives wished ta give councils the power ta remit taX00
resident of British Columbia, and bas elther enlisted and during the war In the case of soldiersi while another

been mobilized aa a voluteer in the forces raised - by proposal waà ta allow soldiera' property ta be kePt (lut

Canada - or bas left Canada ta Join the navy, or of tax sale. In the latter case soldiers' would be exPected
army of His Maje8ty, or of any of his Allies, or against ta inform. the municipality of their enlistment and be In-

the wite or any dependant member - for the enforce- forming regimental commanders of the arrangement; eV

ment of any lien, encumbrance or other security careless men would get a chance ta protect their proPorty'
and If any action or proceeding Is now pending - the All proposais were decleared too complex and IMPMe'
same shall be stayed until after the termlnation of the ticable, and municipalities were advised ta annouUce nt
said war." tax sale which properties were owned by soldiers and

The final clause reads: «On the court or a judge thereof trust ta the publie net bidding. The Union having don"

being furnished with evidence satisfactory ta the court Its best went no further with the matter and there
great surprise when It was discovered that a bill purPOrt'or the judge, on behalf of a mortgage or encumbrancer ugh t

ta show that none of the parties Interested In land under Ing ta deal with the question had been rushed thrO
the 'Land Registry Act' la such volunteer, reservist et in the cloRing day of the session.

dependant, proceedings taken or continued as ta such
land shall be valid and blnding." City of Victoria and Yax Rate.

It la belleved that the act was not Intended ta cover the The City of Victoria bas not yet struck Its ta%
question of taxes, but opinions given ta municiPalitie'3 but expects ta de sa shortly. Delay bas again beell
eonfirm thQ view that no property can be sold for taxes casioned by assessment appeals, about forty cases bOlng

unless the municipallty can provo that the assessed owner, now before the courts. Loose phraseology, in a rOOn'
holders of registered charges and judgment creditors are amend-ment ta the Municipal Act la the n'iain source of,

net soldiers, wIves of soldiera, or their dependants. Muni- trouble, the question hinging on the meaning of the
cipalitles may go abead and announce the possible ap- "cla&,Bification" in one of t , he clauses.
plication of the Act at the Male, but it may be contended The Provincial Government bas now agreed te undert9lcothat an injustice wao done ta an owner by this announce- 't ellnw",

construction of the Johnson Street bridge, a subjec
ment affecting the bIdffing. Ta lnveotlgate each property ais famous In Victoria as the Second Narrows bridge
before die sale would cOst mOm than the value Of the Vancouver.
taxes, ne question as ta when a lien of this kind ta en-
forced algo jarises in connection with paît tax sales as If Vancouver la still discussing Its agreement with

the lien waà enforced when the property waz knocked Canadian Northern Rallway Company, whose .test

down a deed may gafely be Issued by the munIcIpality, posai la te build a large hotel on the land adjoinfIng tW-r,,;

but If the lien 10 net enforced until the redemption period new station Inatead of on another site up-town &B

expires a deed cannot be isffued, and the point comes up tied In the agreement.

se te whether the Act operates ta- exteüd the redèmption Any such change in the agreemei-t would require,

poriod, and If sa, for how long. The municipality wili ratIfied by the government and the ratepayers 81) 1t

wigh ta know whether they are the Judges when proof la possible that It Is a lever ta get reasonable prlceO' On

submItted that a tax relInQu8nt ta net a goldter or whether town proporty.
in every coite the matter must be decided by the court. A hotel overlooking False Creek would hardly comajufflr'j

The reglatrar of lands 18 uncertain whether the lien la itself ta the travelljng publie. The C. N. R. maY POsstb
enforeed when the deed le lssued, when application ta ke an offer for a portion of the clty beil Site,
reffloter tu made If made before the PaSBing of the Act, =11ors of negotiationB for a site on Georgla StrGot.
or whether the Act applies In such cases. probably well faunded.

Being In doubt he mulgt Inuist on proof that the former The School Board enqu'iry bas now cloged âÛ11

reglatered Intereetà are net entItIed ta protection under Judge's report la expected shortly.
Burnably hao completed the deal for the sale Of eerWýý"'

the Act bonds and redemption of the outotandIng treagUrY
The deoper one g0eo IntO the matter the Moro apparent ficates. The dispute In regard ta the latter we

lt'becom« thgt MUniciPaUtteB at a crItiCal PerlOd Of their satlofactorily ta both parties.
hjetory are tu be effectivelY preyented from. collectIng
thoir outatandiug arrearg ai taies and are ta be made tô
vIrtully break faith w1th t&X Male purchaaers, and croate
9, djotrost In r«srd to land tItles which win take years Theeprocess of re-breathIng air that bas alrOS«

,to «« rld of. ý,Nothing un be done wIthout leggl advice used, If long continued, leade te aaphyxiation and -4
Md pfflibly togt caffl and th«e unless taken te the Murh of the so-called "delicacy," igusceptibillty'to
hlgh ogurt wjU be nt Uttie vWue. A moto fruitfal source languor, headache and nervouo depression gç PO

;aw4wto tu gefflt 4#4 puvicia"'y t4e, tqtqm, mme, ç*iioçr-?Ir Mor;6U Msçkgngio, 2


