
THE \L4RSITY.
A SON(; FOR -NIlT,.

Nita, l'ini bere un tlie noOli -tiule stIli,
Never a sound toimai

Following dreamis atI uny wxIl sxvet xvil!.
Following dreais afar;

1)rcaining of Love and dreamîrng oif yon,

Not one shadow across t11e Nuie.

Nita, they say îliat tire tilie to dre.nii
Comnes xvhei tlie iiiglit-sliades fa!!,

\Vleiî the silkcii sails fromn '[wiligit 's streuîin

Sbadoxv tle world and all

tint Txviliglit li 1iigers for mce and yoii.
w1tli ils love-.lit islaiius, thle wlîole t!y i ire'

Like silver bclls ou a distanit straiid
Ripples tlie river away,

WhVle tlîc sniiliglit daiices over the siiid

Ont to the sncuxv-xvlite spra ;u

Auîd tle xild-ilowers hle iii t1e liaiks abox c,

And the xild.bird wxhistles lusq soiig of lov e.

Aîîd thus tire river of 'r'imîe fuvson

Downl 10 tle txvilil sea,

\Vhere our t!reaiu.raisetl isles slîall iierge iii orie,
In the years Iliat are yet 10 be

And Lov'e brood ox'er ils cons far

\Vith the calm . clear liglit of ai) evei g star.

But the failiîîg lîrealli of a day iniiiiîîe

D)ies in tire noonitide stil!,
And tlie goldeni orb of the suni Ivill s.oii

Sink over the wvestern bill
Then, Nita, coule ere tire day depart

Nita, Jnanita, îuy oxvn trneclîcart

OPEN LETTER.

E. Bristol, B.A., Pi-esident qf the University College Literauy

aund Scientitie Society-,

DEAR SiR,-IIi your capacity as President of tire Lit-

erary Society of University College, you ruled Friday

niglit week on tire relation borne by the Paymuent of tlie

annual fee of Ibis Society to ils franichise. i"romn îlis

rulîng, as well as more particnlarly tron the renianks

accompanying il, anîd froin stîcli as wvcre mnate subse-

quently by you at the saine mneeting,, 1 desire 10 express

iny dissent throngl.i the mnedinum of Ibils letton. You ont-

lined at that mieeting the poinit Of viex'. froin whicli, as

President of îlîis Society, you viewed Itie Constitution, and!

your conception of tlie duties dcvolving ripouî yonî as occu-

pant of the presidential chair. Accorrlingly I do not think,
sir, that you cati well object 10 a short dliscussioni of these'

matters under your initiative.
The third clause of tlîe first article of tire Societys.

Constitution defines, 1 thîink, ils furîctioîîs with sufficient

accurac 'y. The second part of Ibis clause follows as a

natrural corollary fromn the extent of ils meinbership as

described in the first clause of the article ;and the objecîs

here duscribed are, 1 think, aI least as important as ils

literary aims. For, while the University boasts of a large

number of societies that are more or less liîerary în thîeîr

character, itlibas no other that adequately represenîs the

student body in matters of general interest. Anything,
then, îending to narrow the sphere of tire Society's action

within these bo-ands cannaI but have a very detriniental
effect upon il.

The collection of a fee frâén the members of this Soci-

ety, or frorn the major part of them, is fromi seîf-evident

rteaSîn)S a nue ;uy I~t if the obligationi 10 îay Ibis fec
lie placet ripouî the lîoîîoîr of utei unidcrgratl îîte nsîîîg
thle privîleuges of thle Society, not enfoî ced by i efnsing to
exîend its privile.-cs (the riglît of a vote at flic spring clec-
lion alone exceptcd) to sucb as inay occasionally frequextt
il wvthont payin- thieir dlues, it is, .1 think, plaeed ou) no
tiristale footing, and tlie great tdanger of restrictiiig the
Socictv in i-n alers ouf generaLl interest is; avuided. Sncb, 1
thin k, lias l)ecî the view n rder wvi ih the Societ v lias been
condncted at least dnring the last few vears. It seînis 10

ie tlîat il was iiider tluîs viexx thlut thle Constituttion xvas,
ini M arti, i189 3 , SO ainci<ed as 10 jirovitie foi the payieut
of« the Society's feuet cite ini the fa!! or tire spi iîg terim.
Ir seeiiis lardly reasonable 10 suppose t bat wbeii a iiîeiu-
ber is expected 10 iiay a fer' liaif as lai ge agairi if lie dIeLa s

lîayruint unil the spring terni, liw is i n additioni t bu de-
prived of is franchise in the Society duiring the MIichlael-
nias terni. Sijîce the passim, of thiis aiend iiîint, iîless I
iîîistake -reat ly, thcre b as neyer lieen ai iy distinctio m01iad!e
in the ri n privileges of the iinbers oi tIiis Society, xvîtl
the exceptioni of tlie sprinîg elcctioiis. loi il lias geiîerally
lîeeîî liebi[ Ilat il were more expedient Iliat tlie i tcral y
Society slîorld ho fnlly represenlative and have lut oiic

gra(!e of" meiiiberslip, tlîan t bat, xvill t lie possible loss of a
few fees, tlie scope of the Society siouild be lirnited pari
passit with ils mneinbers.il).

I n so fair as srnall tlîin-s are like g-reat. tire (ontiii-
tion of t lus Society lias been lield, 1 tliink, at le-ast driiig
thie last fu'w years, like tlie Constitution of our couintry, ini

that it bas boîli a law andl a cristomn. And thie enstomns of
tlîis Society have licen lield as essential to ils proluer work-
iiig as ils written law. The Society lias iii sonure respects

i rowîî beyond ils Conistitution as written. To strictly bind
it 10 tliose miles whieli formi ils printed Constitution, xvitlî-
out tlie use of discrctîonary, power and jîidgineit, won]d at
least prodiice continurai discord if flot greater evils. Anîd,
iiidccd, il seenis 10 mce thal tlîe part played by custoin in
tliis Constitution gîves il a certain elasticity andI adapta-
liility 10 cluangeul contiions that is one of ils cliief iierits.

1 cannot well uiîderstaiid, sir, iii vhal liglît tlie niin-
bers of the Liîerary Society inlerpret a reruark that feli
fromn the chair Fridav niglit wcek. Von rcrnarked, if 1
mistake flot "I Youi inight in the nature of things have ex.
pected 10 have oîîe dav, as Presideiit of luis Society, a mari
with sufficient backbone 10 stind by your Constitution."
Itlibas neyer, sir. 10 i knowledge been lîithîerto advanced
Iliat yonîr predecessors in this office have lacked eithcr
strength of xvi!! or administrative abi!ity, or intleec!-and
perhaps Ibis is cqually pertinent--a knowlcdge of the riles
rinder which a soeiety sncb as tluis shouild be governed.

1 arn not aware, sir, thaI il is tlie iîiteîit of aîiy nieîibher
of Ibis Society to couvert it iiit a Ilbear-gardlen,' as yon
cxpressed il Friday niglit week. But whetlîer an inter-

pretatioii of tlîe Constitution suicl as yoîî outlîiued at that
iiicetiiig will l)ring about a state of chaos in Ibis Society,
tlie tiiillasantness at Iliat meeting miay suggest, and thie
future wili decide.

In conclusionî, sir, 1 amn not aware that any one of your

predecessors in Iis honourable office lias consîdered il bis
duty to enforce au interpretation of ils Constitution uponi
this Society, that is clearly opposed by ils merubers.

These matters are brought before your notice, sir, iii

the shape of an open letter, from tire force of circumstance.
It xvas îny intention 10 address you on these matters last

evening, when, the revision of tlîe Constitution beinig under
discussion, 1 conceived 1 would be in order Ici do so. Your
unavoidable absence from last night's meeting bias caused
me to throw mnV remarks in the shape of a letter. Thev
are expected to carry neither greater nor iess force iii thîs
form than in that first contempialed.

FRANK B. PROcTOR.

University College, Nov, 9 tli


