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ALEXANDER{ MciLACHLAN'S 1'OEMS.

C anadlian poet :whiat ntîst lie Le to justify bils tLie ?
Cîeoative Lirtlî a neccssity, or is life-long residence a sufti-ellt q- uaification ? Or is there so;netlîing cleeper tlîan
ro SYnipatby wîth tire land and witlî its people, a
t1ruUflty Of thougbit and aspiration-that miarkçs thet,"rCnae aanaia and sets its stanip ulion Canladiax prose~dPoetry worthy tire name ?

ilLlgresident in the JDomnion, Alexander MLcîa
tha t he iaim to the use of Our national adjectiv e in

dals hi"Swritings treat largely of Canadiaîî topics. B3ut lie
beeî Wlth themi in the spirit of a stranger; lie lia neyer

aa thorougîhîy naturalized. In Lis Lest w\ork lie writesSfron, bis native Scotiand. 1 fer Ilis anid vies-
MO Benl More"' and l'Lovely Leven -eliaLrii lijii

li than the woods andi lakes of the land of lis adoptionl.

IlSina the lays
01 SCotia's bonnie woadls aîîd braes,
Of lioary illei, of daslîing streaîlîs,
W) Jlie rocks where the eagle screans;
Wf Primrose banks and gowany gIeîîs,

()fn boyeknowes and hawl horn donîs,
(if brsides wliere the lintet's ]ay
18 l heard the lee lang summer's day.1"

froml tbch passages duit McLachilan, seldomi wlioliy free
Qind hthe charge of affectation, shîows mnost of earnestnress
%CurrO"tst feeling. \Ve need not adduice snicb a bit of
litter 'lo's doggerel as IlYoung Canada " to prove bis
it i ýtOf sym pathy with Canadian society anti polities
CalladOW 111 the lack, in those pieces xvbichi profess

bi larl Patriotisînl of the ire and vigour xvhich mark
t, or, Scottisbi thernes.

C., aeerij toierably clear, then, that McLachlan is
est adi<9 O'IY in externals. If is significant that bis long-

bis» ulshled pok- oem--tbat containing perbiaps the Lest of
orkj -llbTe Emigrant."
ktd-several collections of bis poeîns biave been issuied

Sprj erent tinies. I-is earliest priblîslied work, - The
kiloit 'If Love " is now alrnost wliolly forgotten. If was

kLibWe bYa volume of Il Lyrics," whicbi won for its
COU r te faourbleopinion of the al)lest critics of tins

graintr an of Scotianti. In 1861 be issured Il The Emi-
title.pald othe,- Poeiis," jnýstifyilng by the miotto on its

c" eluth cnclusion to wlich webhave aiready come
%tin ' r 874, le puLlislied a fourth volume, containing

et th .es with selections fromn the Lest of the old,
k 'e tif le f " Poems and Songs."

4eIsCh of McL-acbîan's work is essentially commionplace.
týil PoSsessed of littie originality of thoriglt or senti-

Wi l1tWng bis ideas, witlî lis mietres, from xvell-
the ked SOres.t Batbos aLorinds and would l)e lucre
thePoet it flot for fbe genieraliy loîv level on whicliee .ravels "Hie fbat is clown need fear no faili." \VitLiýjrit.eption of afe-w pieces of real mienit, ail tiat le lias

seei t0 ave'een donc for pulication ; seldoni
?tt, ýOfl- the genuine reflex of the poet's inner self. Ile
exe,~ Scii 0 5 0PIY witli 1)001 success, evidently iiistak-

e~c~utit .and boni Lastic repetition for profîîndity. ilis
~Y~llis 18 balt is mietre is often defective, and bis
Ut a osberg the sacrifices he makes for themr, are
jý iit a ob commended.
et chPr forn ail faults of style and diction, tbere

th oni, his productions to evidence real poetîct tr . Passion le lias none :ble is at bis Lest in
Zar, th~inen .of Sinmple, even commonplace, themnes.
kho iar, Prl-ngs flie cbief claini of Lis poetry f0 Le callcd

ut h, for in Lis painting of the work-a day world
k 111,Co bas given us miany a truc picture of

,wi~ ~~ c tYlife.
ttCh sus ' ddati poemns, if prosy and often tingedi4t 1119; 1n Of cant, are at all events souind in tlieir

's aid -i alwa3ïs to Le found on the side of freedom,

q1sllîa5 1 he Indian Maid," and elsewbiere, Mlaclilan
trit: th-a Power of no mean order ;-pcrliaps if is as

PiýCSseaj1 e ost deserves recognifioni. Tlierc is a
Sthat Pl on-leîy fenderness about înany of lus simipler

Pces themn infinitely above îniost of bis luore

prutîoî- p o î ioni prdiciw. -' Tlc I eatii of' I e O>. '' and
Arîld Trowseî " mdvý buii iduiiicdu as pr<îof of ls kindly
ilet Ction for tire Iooe litci ltioi, aiid of bis pou er of ex-

p>ressing ftrne, If humbolle, scntliiiîeîît ini verse. Tlhis is
ve 1lI iîen lis vocation, 'i oîuý- *iliis iî iieditative loii i

usn fot unworîiiy of pi aist'. Thet liiies '' To aui Inidian
Skil' eginniong

And aîrt thon, coine ta this at lasit
G rQaLit a ein of the fare, t

show a iarc 1lCeihj1 î>J sym'iiiy
D reains of tue lîoi"tl ,ere, tlîiîe
XViîat better, ru itaose drins of mille?
Ali 1 iîîy reit brotber were not we
jiy accidenît coilipcut ta bu
i h ris ti:îîor simagi ? \\ e iiiîeeut
'i e iheri tit a creed;
liace, îýoiiiîtry, creed %veru foreu on le
lied btie r, as thiey werc on nie!
TIIn \cl viy ilo i ft t have Ied he lt' ess,
Oy cîa.sed tîiy lieart to tiîy disti-uss,
lie-d rover ofthei wililernc(ss I'

l'o tliose Wltl faOl to r(c i i tii NIC LaCblIan's inspiration,
xve recomliutid a carcfîil rcnuling of tliis wvbole poein
Tliree otliers of -a dtlfi'retit staiiip iiiy l'e liere iiientioîied
as revealing the pot iii a ncw anud attractiv e ligbft-'' Sir
Colin,'' the ''1 American \Var OdeI,'' II Gsarihaldi.'' Tluey
are fresb and vigol ous, anîl displîy niuîcb înilîtary spirit.

In ' Idylls of the DI)nîinîon " oceur two pourins, '' Oc-
tober ''and Il' Iiidian Sommiiier," w~liici for tlîeir niiernt, as
wcll as for their Leing descriptive of Canadian s1cenery,
deserve mention. In Il Octol)er" cspecîally, the poct seenis
for once to ]ose Iiiinise-i iii ls illijeet

Not in rîîsset, sad tiînu sober,
Carnest titan here, bclaved Octaber,

s iii E trope aid;
Net with aspect watt andl hoary,
But array ed iii rotew a& glory,

I'lrI)le, green tînd gohîl.
Over ceontinent and sua,
r1o hoid t11e fiiil yeatr's jubilee,

'JTon spai haîst conie,-
Boane on thîiîe aivil fairy piflian,
To aur dear belme aiPIonliiiieî,

Ourr grecen farest hie

See lio\v the g-reat aid forest vies
',itîi ail the gîory of tlii skies,

Iii streaks withanit a naine;
Aiad leagiies on leagiies ai îcitriet spires,
Anid tenmples lit xsitl crinîsan lires,

Anîl palaces of liaitie 1
And dames aot diuis tîtat gleam afiîr,
'1lrough niaitv a goad ( crirsnit biar,

Wiith a.,uLre ex erIîaid;
\VhîiIe forts, wifli toivers 0o tan crs arise,
As if ticy ncant to scai,' thu skies,
)lith bainiŽr blooîly red."

'Co the, e i îîeîî s iScuitti-li sub lje t s, iostly iii tLe Low-
land dialeet, spce xviii not puermiît a leiigtliy reference. 0f
these, Il TIre Lang 1 ieidecl Ladiît '" is iuuost xvideiy known,
aiid uts shrexx i iiîtiir jiuîtifiesit is poilarity. Il Auld

jolun ijanison's tl s''anid the aîîîivers-iry pceni on
iirns,'' whbîeb wonî for ils aîîtlor, soîie years ago, tLe

Caicdoîîian Society's pi u, xviii repay îeacling. More
tolihing, b 0w ever, aie 'I 1 winna gac hiaine,'' and fwo
songs 1il " lie Eîiat" Farewvell, Caledonia," and
I)onald] Ban's "Sonigof Regre-t." Bothb 1reathe a tender
l)atriofisin, and contaîn lhues wlîîcb no Scottishi poef need
hliisli to ]lave xvritten. Intlecd, tdus regretfrol love for flic
lanci lie bias left seiis lits truest inspiration.

On flic xvlole, McLachiarî lias fairiy earned the rigbt f0
î)tillic recognition as a poet of flic siînpler emnotions. His
taults are neithier Tev ni s]ight ; is xvork is mnarred iess
Ly bis lack of eduication tlîan Ly a too great self coinpla-
cency anti vant of sorind judgment. But if Las mierits fo
redeein if, and xve can persuade otirselves to forgive, if xve
cannot wliolly foi gef. lie is Ly noe rneans tLe equal of
Burns, to xvîoin lie bas l)een rashiy comrpared, and xvhîon,
plainly, le aspires to jînîflate. B3tf fhîcre is a certain per-
spective of nationality xvbich forms a not tînworfbiy factor
in a corrilarative estîmate of Iiterary greafness. It is riglit
that xve shoiîlc look witli a kinclly eyc o the flicodest pro-
ductefions of oîîr own xvriters. '1liat tire suri is slbîning on
the otlber sfic oT the globe i5 no0 reason for snuiffing onf
flie mnon. D)AVmD MACONALD.


