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EGýýýA IN ffI tl: te reoeYof de sii the

tiofl, liave ever been nir'us, and, Iateiy, hi(iltiuslave
Ixsued froin the Legisiatui'e at Regîina greauly c\teni(ing tlii-
Iithet't exlstim pii ie'es. A farier. cii the phlairie lias
11()w Secureti to iii, free fronm molestation by the sbei'iff'
(lUite a numbeî' cf catule, ail necessary iipleients, vehicles,

rtc., ani i l ins tbat Inally persolis nîligu flot colisider
llecessaî.ies; a suflicienitnuîîîber' f osxfoi' fain w ork, eîiough
grain for, seed, encugli provemider for the livie ,;tockç allowed,
virtuaiiy tbe xVhl>c Of luiS hucîi fet ami iany cuber

tb 11  Ail tiiese caîî le lost to a inami cnly uiider a 'l ill cf
sale bY Nvay of ictgte" Indeed, it is itot toc mnuch to

.Say that iii 111tn13 cases Il baîîkrupt fariner inay fiuid lîisclf
bettel' off au tue end cf ]lis 1lîankî'ptcy thaln he xvas wlicn
lie .started businless oui the prairie. IlPity the poor
debtcr" lias beeii the pr'udent andi inerciful dictuin acteti
Upon, and Jereniy Benulîain's lîeart would have ieapt withi
JOy iîad lie lived to sec this great stride tcwaî'ds tue realiza-
tion cf his ideal, that tiiere shouid be not laws whatever for
the recovei.y cf debt. eîdoetprttte

XVlile, howeveî', so iîîch lias be oct rtc h
(lebtoi. wvio <iwes a great tleal, notiuin wliatcxer lias licen
done, or is uaiked cf beiiig doc, to reixethe debtor who
(iwes very liftie. The sinali debtor is sorely oppressed. 1
'lave s0journed iin niany countries in hotu lieinispheres, lîutf nIOvIheî'e have -1 founti sinali dehuors so terriby yprsecuted

as" in the Nortli West Territories of Caniada. The reason cf
ti iS, Priînarily, tliat tiiere is one court miîl iii whli tiehts

'al lie recoveî'ed, and uhat is the Suprenie Court. It 'e-
'Pires ail the inachiîîery anti the expelisive paraplieriiaha cf

tle Supreine Court to recover a tleht cf five dollars. Thiis is
11ke elliplcyince a Nasniîyth haniiîier to crack a mitu. I know
a îîîalî wviii w"Ls receiitly sued for , 4. 50, whlicli lie paid on
preSelntatiot cf the suininîons. No lawycr xvas iii the case s0

t ~tlirt the tinly ccsts were for the suininîs aniiijs service, yet
lic had to pay , 11_. Two oif iny neiglilîurs, at short tiîîic
49oî, Wveie ttcl receîiuly sued for , 7. Tliey allowed ul

"ilent to ýgo l)y default, aind wlîei tue s]îerifi xvaited lupon
thlî to levy tliey fourni ulat ecd cf the (l('lt liad inouîiued

Up tti -22- Under tliis systeuli at mari wlîc owes $2 ur3
iiiaY sutldeiuly id lus stockc seized foi, at delît cf -$100, wlîicli,
(tt Piesenelt auction "spou catshl prices, reijuires about - 1:00
x'oltlt (if chatties to pay. Inuleed, at sciîie recelît sales liy
the sheriff ini Assinihoja, the disproportion heuween price
tiid woruh wats iniuch greater than that bere iîîdicated ;antilu1 a gî'eit inuiber cf cases tue resuit is that tiiere is nothing
ftîr tile cretiitîr. Botli parties atre iîitei'ested iii cliitîgingy i
1Ysteuîi tlîat is,, cfueî tue ruini <if one cf ulîeîî witliîut satisfy-
iig the other.

Thiýis nAfot as it should be. 1 amn toldti lat legal pro-
elure' i, the Nortli West is copiet froin tinît cf the 01<1

C-oiintry. if tis lic su, it is anl attemnpt t)) streucli the coat
cf a dwarf until it covers the, lack cf at giait. The coat xviii

,lever fit, In n. tbîckly populateti counîtry at process servet'
setsot daii y vitli bis pocket full of sumiinises, and serves

tfew scores every day lit a ccst to eaclî suitor cf about <ne
8 iilin l. nthe Nort-West at single suninmous iiiay hi sentu

Ute miles ci' mnore hy rail, tiiem fcrty, fifty, or sixty'eosthe prairie in a rig, the fee allowed bein<' telu cents at
tle Itis <luite coinnson, thei'efoî'e, for tue ccst tof service

ýin t xceeti the ainount cf the delît to li eo -et-eti ; an
Ifte acCtion lie a defcndcd one, tiiere is at1l tilis iiiettge tti
et b0 uP'ssed andît paid for with every documnent that lias

o eserved. Distance cortainily does not ieiit euclîantînnîtte heviexv cf the dekuoi' on the pr'air'ie ; thougli doubtiossit oose to tltt oif tie prccess-servei', usutlly a mnier' ofthe N Orth-We Mouîiuet Police.
1If the North-West be afixicus to copy tue legal
iiietods f oter countries, let its legislator, extend the

tiperatiol 80 ît.s to einiî'acc sorne cf the subsidiarv courts.Thieterribl esctM pernissible, and inactualpractt(e,

Cort were such courts inz the Nortli-West as tue Ccunty
11rdiof England, or, botter stili, the Sinail Cause Court cf0 0 Lrt et a datnce ho gix'on at the procedure iii thobecebuts, fjor~ in both, it is alike in principie, (hulidfferoflt

iidet' aud
taY ho clîeap ndcertain, xvhich satisfles the cî'edit-

01', tuu, 113 t lidg oppressive, (tixo 5(ttisfie5 tue <ielitoî. li
th(e first platce il. 15 îlot ii('t'(5sitiy tliat tieî'e shaHl li pCî'stilt
sel'iee cf aLu oî'tiuai'y stliiiimns. Thîis is eflected uliiongli
tle poist. 1-(tut îlot stur'e tlitt tii' dcumiîient is, eveil Il ri'ts-

Terul. di'tefe'idaîiu is iiifoi'îieî tlîeî'eoî tli(t if lie pay
ilito court the atnotiit (l(tiliidt, pins tht' cosu cf the sufinliiols,
lie xviii (tx'id any fui'uhc' cmnts ;wliile, if au the lc'ieig (the
dtite if whliclî is oli tue siilliliii,) lit atttîil the debu, tlît'î
lie saves liaif the lieaiig fee. Suppose, îoxveveî', the de-
fenidanit ties nttt ptut in ait itppeaî'ance (it the lîeaîîîîg iî i'e-

.xpoiixe to ulîis suîininoîls. Is tue verdict gix eî agaîinst li11
By lit iiieans. A sectondt sxtîîîîîoîs is tîmen issuoti, andîu it iiust
be seî'x ci personally. Au first siglit tbis iiay seîîî like adtl

ling tei the ctists, blà iii practico, sucli is tot the case. Neai ly
ee'yprîîoestue fii'st sîîîîîîîîoîîs, antd the second is cnly

î'esîîrued to xvhcî, foi' soîlue 'ea.scn or otieî', the first (lie lias
iît cu a'iîrd its destinîation ; oi' utse stiji feuver inîstance,,,

xvheîî ai uîisci'tpulous debtor, wiuliout ineans, tlisregaî'ds ail
pîccesses wvlatevcr. Tliere tlien 15 ( thuid, clîeap, certaini

atud expetiiticus, tha~t xvculd lie eîiiiîîently suiteti to the
iNttbWest.

Tliere is it feature, toc, iii tbe procedure cf the Couuuty
Cour't in Engiaîid anti tue Siiîall Cause Court in Inia tîtat
would lie t liou to pritirie tleltoî's beycutl ail power' tif ex-
pression. i i'efer to the~ payîîîeît tif a delît iîy iiisualîneiîts.
Au lireselit if tîeî'e lie a judgîiîeîit agrains ia mani ftor $~50

atn< lie eatu l'aise tuîîy $ 49.99 the slîe'ifi' îîîay swocp dowvi
upoît liiîî iikc a vulture xviul ail the disastrtus results alireatiy
intiicateti. Uîîder the svsteîn îeî'e suggested, liowever, a
ileltot' couiti appeau in cour't, admîuit tlîc dobt, subînit lîiîiself
tti cxaniination as to lis nicails,, n tîi e jutige, according to,
the tiegree to wbvlîi lic is satisfied, îîîakes ait ortier for the
paynieîit cf debt tant costs iîî a certaini îuînbcr cf monthiy
instaliiients. Tiiete are rny mieni oi the prairie who owe
delits of, say $ 50, xvlo have îlot anti couid itot easily tîltain,
the full aluiount, but xvljo could, ivitliout uîîdue suffeî'ing,
dîscîai'ge tue liahîility au the rate tif . 10 a iiioittli. This is a
plaîltuhiat cariies witli it its cxvi i'ecomîiteittation. lu xvculd
sauîsfy ail lait tue itiosu exactilig crîeditoî's ; miii it Ntiultl
pî'evî'ît tlîîse cî'ueliy uiijust peisecuticlîs that aie .50 frequeît
anti so disatstî'ous tliîoughîout thie fair' ueî'îitory beyoîîd

-Manitoba.(t
Tîtere is (ntitiîel' featuî'e cf tie systeui tif payiieîtt by

imistaîmiemits wvliclî, uliough iîot cf thie grentest imiportanice, is
yt't xvortiî niîeîticîilg. Ltxv i îlot aiiways jtustice, thiougtli it
ciglît to Is' andt a julgO lias lîereiy ail inîstrumîenît liy wliiclî
lie ctîî detil liglîtly xvitlî uutfotiatt' xictiîîîs to tecîilicalities.
Cciiinissicuier Kerr', wlîc presides cxci' a subsitlitry cout't iii
Lontdon, Eîigland, uses this power xvitb effeet oi t uose shy-
iocks om' sliitiks whlo cxvii tue Il icuim otlces " uliat iîifest the
îiîti'opiilis cf thie ivorit. Sciiie unforîtuntîie ivretcli whc iay

liaive iorî'owed, periiaps, £10 fî'îîîî oîue cf tliese cstalishl-
mnenus, xvakes up oue fillte tay aîîd fliis hîlîseif by soune
b ('n pcus sucîl for' £40 or £50. WTuat Ciinissiuîir Keri'
satys to S1i 5lock iii stRt a case is viî'tuaily ulîls lTis is a
SO.tiWtlus case cf exucitiomi, htit you haie tlie law on youî'
siîhe. 1I givt' you a verdict for tbe full aiticutit xvitl cosus, aitt
I ordlci tuie tefeiidaiît to p5ty it iii iîtstalîiîoits cf sixpence a
îiionth." 'Thuerc are sce'ral sîcli decisioiis cf the mierciful
Coitnnîissiuiner, uîîdcr wliicli tue judgilieit xxi11 îlot bc 'iatis-
fied uîîtii the " ci'ack cf dci,

Lawv is eî'eryîvhere expeusive, lîut iî noi place is it so
exlîtnslve ats iii tlie Nt'liWest cf Canîada. A pecîîiaîr
poitt about the iitter, toc, is tluit wlier'cas iii clii cotin-
tries laîv is expeniisve because cf the iavyers, ou tlie pra(ir'ie
it is not so. Tiiere is îicthing extortiortate abliout tue lawvxers'
fecs iii tue Nortli Wost. îtindetl, coinpareti witli tlie ictain-
ers, tue i'efî'eslers, thi' tiveiveiîd-ea itf per' cenît. tt, biarris-
ters, cleî'ks, etc., etc., tbat tîbtain it Enghtiol, tlîe liar'isteî's
fees in the Noî'th-West are iitsignif'îctît. he exîlenses
ar'ise frtii forcintg a systi atlapted to short distances and
crowded cities, upon al sparseiy populateti prairie whiere the
distantces ar'e x'ery great. Not only, tîo, is law oxpelîsive,
but it i.5 îot coi'uaiîî. Tue omiiy cemtainty is that the poci'
lehîtor xviii lie cruslîed, anti tîe Il great uncertaity " is as to
xvhether or not, even then, tue creditor will recovr is
îney. To ouimate this state of tliigs I venture to suggost

to the Legislatix'e Assernbly cf the Nortlî West Territories
that ciorîious heneflus to the people of the plairie would
folioxv tite estahhislimnut cf a Sînali Cause Court undeî' w'bicb
the post office would be the pr'incipal process-scrvel', and a
salient foature iii vhiose pî'ocedure would lie the collection cf
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