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The application ef the Chignecto Mar-
IrRailWay Company for an extension of

tile, Under the conditions of its charter,

rilhlt bave put the Dominien Government

OOlfronting the borns ef an embarrassing
4'i8en1ila. On tbe one band, in the presenit

etate Of the finances, and in view of the very

he'YObligations already assumed in regard

"' the Atlantic fast steamsbip service, and

41ruOit as goed as assumed witb reference

to the Pacifie cable, te say nething of miner

le 19tkens heavy in the aggregate, it can
betýnfer granted that tbey deemed

thern'l5 e well eut of tho mesbes of this

n'qht Unidertaking. On tbe other band,

if th" sicheme was tberougbly tested, its

fetibibilitY demonstratsd, and its cemmer-

laii sulccesjs reasonably assured before tbe

Oeigin1al pledge was given ; if, in other

words, the bargain was made on public

M"rounds which will stand investigation,

tliere is ne goed reason why the faveur

nowv asked by the Company sbould not be

cheerfully granted. It would, in facet, ho

criminal folly te refuse it. If the construc-

tien of tbe railway, on the termis agreied en,

weuld bave heen a good tbing for the coun-

try a year er twe age, it coul] bardly fail

te ho a geod thing now. Either, thon, the

Government must now consent te the exten-

sion of time asked for, in order that tbe

country may enjoy at tbe earliest mement

the benefit eriginally promised, or it mnuet

stand convicted ef baving conimitted the

public treasury te a heavy obligation in con-

nection witb an enterprise in whicb its

members, in cemmen witb very many of tbe

people of the country, bave ne real f aitb.

The Liberal press of tbe Dominion is

pretesting strongiy against the alleged at-

tempts of the Governniont and its sup-

porters te purchaso its constituoncies by

wbeiesale, by the voting of very largo sumo

of meney as benusep fer railways, for the

erectien of public buildings, and ether pur-

poses, in various constituoncies. The Op-

position papers in Ontario retort, with

cffect, hy peînting te the simiiarly large Vxse

of indirect wbolesale bribes hy tbe local

Government for similar purposes,within the

limits of its jurisdiction. Both charges

have, there is every reason te fear, a great

deal tee mucb trutb in them. The samoe

evil exists in the other Provinces, as is

evident from the eager cempetition for

road and bridge and ether sectional appro-

priations. No one can deubt tbat this is a

most serieus evil under our present system,

which makes the initiation of money grants,

the distribution of patronage, etc., Gevern-

ment prerogatives. If our theory of self-gov-

ernment by means of legislatures chosen by

tbe suffrages of free and independent elec-

tors, ho a sound and good one, whatever in-

terfores witb its proper working must ho se,

far had and evil. Is it net strange that,

amongst ail the scbomes ancl restrictions

proposed by the Oppositions, aimost every

session, for the purification of elections and

the suppression of hribery, ne Opposition

bas, se far as we are awarO, yet proposed

any comprehensivo reform in this respect,

tbeugh it wouid seem that the whole evil

miglit ho cured by the simple expedient

of baving ail such moey grants, as wehI as

ail local officiaI appointments, recemmended

in the first instance by non-partisan com-

missions or boards.

No. 37.

.ookers how a country not naturally abound-

ing in wealth, like Germany, could continue

to boar, year aftor year, tbe enormous bur-

den imposed by ber military policy. The

question, it ba2 been feit, must be one of

time only. Sometbing must give way un-

der the strain, or else a process of steady

deterioration must set in in some depart-

ment of the national if e. In a word, tbe

weigbt soems to be greater. than even tbe

plodding, mucb.enduring, country-loviflg

Germans can bear up undermucb longer. Ac-

cording to a statement made by the Prussian

Minister of Public Instruction, in a recent

arldress before the Diot, tbe indications of

cehlapse are beginning te sbow tbemselves

in tbe working of a most important part

of tbe State macbinery, the Public Scbool

system. Attention was directed te this

danger throe years ago when tbe scbool

census sbowed an actual deficiency of 12,-

652 teacbers in the public scbools. Notb-

ing bas been done te avert the tbreatened

calamity, for which, it is true, more than,

one cause was assigned, thougb the chiof is

admittediy, we boliove, tbe scarcity of funds,

due mainly to the enormous and constantly

increasing cost of the military system.

We bave not before us a sufficient absîtract

of the Minister's speech toeonabie us to

judge either with regard te the exact nature

of the threatened collapse, or the preper-

tionate efficacy of the different, causes as-

signed. But the fact that want of funds,

undeubtedly, is the most patent factor, is

sufficiently suggestive. Tbe threatened de-

cadence of the educational system, of wbicb

the Gormans are so justiy prend, thus boid-

ly proclaimed, must, one wouid tbink,

arouso the more intelligent and patriotic

among the people te detormined action,

tbat the schools for the education of their

cbildren shall net bo sacrificod for tbe sako

of the army.

The reply given hy Monsignor Satolli,

the Papal ablegate, te an appeal recently

made te him as the representative of the

Roman Catholic Church in the United

States, seems te have dealt a very severe

blow at the power of the saloon. The ap-

peal was taken from a lettor or circular

addressod by Bishop Watterson, of Colum-

bus, Ohio, to the priests in bis diocoso, in

wbich hie withdrew "b is approbation " from

a-iy Catbhic society wbicb bad a saloon-

keeper among, its officers ; refused in ad-

vance sucb approbation te any new seciety

wbicb bail a saloon-keeper among its mem-

bers ; and directed bis clergy te refuse absolu-


