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te othier. -Mr. Kin- insists strongly upon the existence of 'l proofs of

Rloiph's troacbery to Makni. Wlîen lie reads lu tlic second volume

t le admnisýsioni that Roîpli forned a plot for arrestiug Mackenzie, in case

te rebahlion succeeded, as a preliiîinary step to luis owîî assumuption of

the Presiiemcy of tue Provinîcial Government, perimaps lie will give -Mr.

hDent credit for putting tue worid lu possession of some of tiiose Il damning

proofs." Titis is, take it ail lu ail, one of the îîîost eff'ective paniphlets

wbiclî Canada lias produced for iany yaars. It xvas written under strong

provocation, of whieh iL hears the marks ;for Nlr. King ciistiiîctiy puts

hiniseif iu a fighting attitude, tîtougli lie evidently keeps a reserve of

atiltnuuiitioli. TmitEMxi

LUNG1FELLU W. *

[iaais little rooni to cavil over thîe Lonugfellow Biography froîn a mne-

elaîelpoint of x îew. lniternally and externally, ini so far as tîte art of

prinLer atnd pub1iixlier couid itring it about, the work 18 a distinguislued stuc-

cess. The type is large andi excellent, the umatgins hroad and iuviting.

\Ve have been giveni the tliick, rougît edgad, c reainy leaves, wluich iL lias

beeti our plvasure to dvimtand of haLe, aîtd the deep-red ciotît bitîdiîig of the

big, respoîiile-looking volumes is iii thte lest possile taste. (Jleariy,

witli Messrs. Tickîtor aîîd Co., vie have 110 fault to fluîd. Nor 18 iL elaey to

gay) witlu the caltnness of coniscious justice, tluat Mr. Samuel Longfellow is

tut aîuy respect laiatewortliy as to tîte nuatter of lis production. Iu tnany

respects lie 18 tlîstinctly aboya criticisnul. Ile litas subordinated te autîtor Lo

tic edîtor to an extetît as uîîusual as gratifying. WVC geL as little, irudeed, of

tîte autluor's iiîtividuality as if thte book ltad heen geuerated by stetînt or

electricity. fitntensely paiîîstakiug also is the labour which bas presented

us, tiot only witi te broad facts, issues, anti incidents of the poet's lifa,

but witi te tutinutest detail Llîat in aîîy way affected hua, froni the cradle

to tlîo grave. Att enient sense of propriety governs the conmpilation of

tue vol unties ; tnt a niainea is givetu, not ami itncidetnt related which te autluor

of IlEaighn " could not haive read witm equatîiittity it te Bosion IPosi

any iiîotnimg ut tie bîreakfast table. So careful itîdeed is Mr. Longfellow

of contanuporameouis setîsibilities that itn nîore titan one case the naie of a

lady iuîcitîttal ly ttttntiouied by te poat as hîeiug laî1auLiful. is iiidicated by

a dasit, anti whlole lattars, of uto especially notuiworthy cliaracter, are giveit

to the public anonynuousiy. Tho narrative is always clear and pertinent,

the style easy antu tlowiîîg, with here and Lucre descriptive passages that

are ahniost graphîic. These passages usualiy refer to the circumstauuces auid

scelles that smrrouîîded ii, ami not to the subjvct of te hiography hitu-i

self. If Mr. 'Sautiiuai Lotîgfellnw's writin(g appears to evince at Limitas

altttot ami oppîtessivtly stulelumu Coliscion Si s. of te itmportanîce of its

divinte, te Nvorld ivill timîd te fault easy to forgiva in view of te tender

relation te labiourer bore Lo lài task, pierltaps alsu) iii view of LIme sultstan-

Liai l uei of faitltful execuLiomi witich sucît a coutsciolismiess brimgs.

Abjout ome-ifteentit of the ituie liundrad pages that foriti the volumes

is occtuied by Mr. 'Samnuel Longfellow iii direct commttunication, te verv

harge fraction rcîttainimîg beimîg givemu over to te poet's journal, anid to

letters written and received hîy himmu. Amunong thie latter are mnany tîtat xviii

ho read witli avidity, unany tîtat heur te uumistakahle stamiip of the

geiilu of titoir autitors-of their idiosynîcrasies at Icast ; hetters froin

N atîtaniel Hlawthîornie, Suier, Bayard Taylor, D)ickens, Thîackeray, Emîî

ersomu, Whittier, and scores of others. lice, howevcr, as iii inany othter

places, vias rootti for a discriminationu wbicli has not heen used. Soine of

these epistles expîress simtple persoual regartd. Sortie ruake arrangements

for uitimportant oyants, coucltad in phrase as coutîmonphace as possible.
0thers flash ueuv rays utîto umthouglut-of phaces in natures that are dear

to mli of us. But why we slîould ho expected to care wbetber CJarlyle

wrote witlu a lîad pen or a good one, or to ho imterested in IHawtltorne's

apology for hreakimîg luis Sunday diuner engagemenît at the Longfellow's, is

quite imtpossible to imnagiune. Weedimîg is even more desirable among

Louigfellow's own letters, and tlirough the pages of bis journtal, however,

Lharu aunong tliose of luis frieuîds. lis biographer bas had a vast and

voluttuinous quantity of mnateriai to select from, and apparently, te the

dismuîaycd perception of the reader, he bas selected iL al! ît sounds like

heresy, but we bave two buiky volumes to bear us out lu the assertion

tîtat littie of Longfellow's writing here, either to bis friends or lu bis

diary, riscs aboya te simple natural transcription of the surface-tbought

of a kindly cultured soul, with a tendency te poetic expression; and much

of iL drops front this average to a commonplace tîtat kinship or friendsbip

alone could invest witb a particle of interest. 0f fully one-third of it

this is a fair sample, to his fmther

* Life oif Henry WVadsworth Lonîgfellow." Edited by Smamuel Longfellôw. Iu two

volumies. Boston; Tieknor and Co.

I promis(-nyei great pleasure froin iny visit to Eîîgland. You

know that 1 ain to staY witlî Dickens whiie iii London ; and b)esidles lus

own agreealle, society 1 shall enjoy that Of the ])nost noted literary inen of

the day, -whieb xviii be a great gratification to me, 1 hope to have Lune

to run up to Edinhoro' this tint', tiever biaviiig peiietrated into Scotland.

That, lîowever, inust depend upon circuntstances." Or this fromn hie

journal :- .1 ent to littie F~reddy's funeral. A Lynui clergyînia said a

few words of consolation and a, prayer. Tlien the undertaker said iii a

tone to -rate upon every tender feeling, ' An opportunity now prescuts

itself to see the corpse.' T[le fkther, inotiier, brothers and sisters, passed

fromn one rooîn to another to take a last look. I t wvas very aflhctinig. TIhere

were two children's parties in the afteýrnooni."

This is disappointing to say the ieaSt Of it.

Thle boo0k is fulli of the e:uudid records of a sillple, uneventful, and, for

the inost part, hîappy lifel, but the înost, vivid imnpression left iy themi is

that the recorder fouîid bis tasic auivtbing itoui a felicitous one. Again and

again Longfellow proclais liimslf no letter vr iter, and bis journal

jottings are easily smen to be ciifly of a very perfunictory nature, lIere

and there is a picture, a) wittieisllt, a tender tboulglt, but flot of occurrence

frequent enougli to characterize thet book. And wvîlt ive would tiot fail of

gtratitudle for the nimue buindred varying pages, wve anîtot but feel tlîat M r.

Sainuel. Lonîgfellow lias been ton liberal, and[ tîtat we igh-lt have e beltter

content with a sinaller dole.

Moreover, Longfelioxv's life înut have held fi 4tory apart front iLs niero

circînstances ani vicissitudies. Tihis story lus hiograpiier lias failed tu

tell us, for ail is4 most conscientinus emideavour. lZolation.sbip is unfortu-

nateiy not rapport. Ilappily the story mnay yet be tolti. Soiebody lias

suggested Mr. Lowell for the gracious Lask. 8urely Lucre are noune fitter.

To fully know tlîat strange creation, a poet,-an eiîtity s0 iiidepeiidvit

of its tie4biv garient -one miust lic akin iii a. di tibren t sense froni Mr.

Sainel Longfeliow's relutioiiship. In te ineaniîtîne, while we wait for

itread, we inay accept titese compuarative ltisHks witb a stroiigy revaralico for

'what they once tuetint to Amnerica's uîweetest sinîger, mmd te Chiose who

ioved Iitui hast. J1EANNETTEI D)UNCAN,

311. G LADSTONE.

W are ail too ready to ha interestnd in somneiodies4, andi ail too careloss of

priniciples, wbetber great or sînial. So far, 1 helieva, M r. (ladstouo's
latest essay iii dmstructiomt is raLlier mi la'tsoitîî triunipl thait not. Ihat lie
proposes to break up) the Emitpire, ami bUy the Irisht Ou. Of WVestinister auid

the oppnrtumîity of obstruction, seeis to have awakeiîel very littie excite-
muent and not niucli imud igîation., VTe great feature of te situationi is thmit
bore is a mtanu wbo at seet eeiis able to speafk for tbree lieours amid a lmihlf
oit end. 'i'iat said speeeb is a complete ani absolute Contradiction of over

half a century of pubdie life, i4 4ittio or îîotling to Lin purpose ; as iLLle

is if thiat lie is conînnîly reported to have passed tha narrowv lie by wviich

great wits aire djvided fromît nadriess, amui tii lî practical ly no long-er res-

ponsile for lus actions ; as littie that Ilis tn1inisters hiave, ieft hin onle hy

one, and tbat lie is aloite aguinst Engiauni, save for a doctriniaire like Mr.

John Morley and an advaiiturer like Vernotn Harcoutrt. [fît is realiy a

tu iiraculous Premier ;"andti lat i4 sufilciemîL. At Lliracscore ami sevei-

teemu be cati talk for four heours at a tinie ; aîid tho itani who Cali do titat iii

priviloed to hehave as hae lists, and niake ducks and drakes of te il iverse,
if bis bhumour that way inclines, ido thie grelat quetstini iîîvohved iii tîto

mnatter of titis prodîgy of oratory the nation dovs not seei dîs.posOed to

enter. IL may ho riglît ; i nay ho wtong ;t i 1 enougi thrit it is
Glhadstone.

it is on titis point of oratory thtat Mr. ("tlads.toina is able t o ld bis ownu
against the four corners of the stata in arnis. le bas the oratorical

temperaittent, thte oriitor's voice, te oratoî's inittd. Ilei4 tsrresus-

tibhv persuasive ; hio projects liitself upou Itis audietnce iu the saine

way with a great actor, aàî convinces Lliem itot through their initellects,
but oniy through their emotions. For the moment your helief in hini is

an enthusiasin ; it is only tiext miorniiig, whtet you corne to read in cold

prinL wlîat hefore you bad but heard, tîtat you discover yoîîr errer, and

recognize that wlîat you inistook for culitnation of i'easoit, argument,
statestuanship, is no more than an effect of voice anti nianner and persoxi-

aiity-in a word is only William Ewart (1ladstone. It is a miagniticent

quaiity ; but it la not without its defects. I tiik it bas made Homle

Rule at least distanthy inevitabie, and civil war a possihility the opposite
of imîprobable or remiote ; aud 1 caunot lîelp wishing it htad been beLLer

bestowed, or that it4 possessor bad died ten years ago.-Londuîî Lettor ini

the Critic.

-IENtIY CLAY once accused John Randolpit of being an aristocrat. lu
a voice whose shriih, piercing toues petîetrated every car ln the Huse
Randoiph exclaimed: "lIf a mnan is known by the company hie keeps, tho
gentleman wbo has just sat down is nmore of an aristocrat than 1 claim to
be; for be spends most of bis inights in the company of kings and queene
and knaves."
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