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tiOn. To make Ireland an exception would be odious, but there would be
iiOtbing odious in suspending political change altogether tili the agrarian
ftgitatjon had subsided and the, union had been placed out of peril. To
throw the ballot into tbe biands of people xvbo tell you frankly beforehand
that theY will employ it for the purpose of wvrecking the Legîsiature and
dîsm eDmbel.iug the nation is the act of the higliest political Zisdoin or of
80u11ething verî' miuh the reverse.

the ,r the extension of the franchise, as well as the Irish Land Act, is
th ork of political infa]libility is the comifortable belief of the devoted

followurs cf r.Gladstone. In obedieuce to his decision, iii reliance on
bis wiýsdoîn, inside the Cabinet and outside, this dispernsation is accepted.

ZOOne eau doubt that more than half of the menîbers of the Governmeut are
>1 beir owu munds opposed to the ains of Mr. Chamberlain. If, as social

8Ciencý proclainîs, general Iaws rule history, it miust be owued that they
Stili Operate large] y tbrough individual mnen. The power of political chiefs
8uch as Bismarck, Cavour, Gambetta and Gladstone, tbiough it rests on in -
tul'lectual influence, not ou the sword, is almost as persona] as was that of

J'îus (Ssar or Charlemagnie. Is -Nr. Gladstouu's fiat a -uarantee for the
Pactical wisdomi of a measure? For the morality of a measure it is. Ris

vitOrious struggle with Jingoismi and bis restoration of righteousuoss as
the rule of foreign and imperial policy form bis best titie to public grati-
tulde, iu the estiniation of everycne who knows what the true honour of
the country is. But in suelh a question as that of the extension of the
franchise practical forecast is the quality required, and few even of his

~fotardenit wouI(i say that practicai forecast was the distinguislîing gift of
e4. ladstoue. Perhaps it is seldoîn the distinguisîîing g'ift of great ora-

tors, 'who are apt to thiuk more of the present triuniph than of future
~Isand whose magical powers of persuasioun conceal defects an(i dangersfroI theinselves. To7his present position of, it may aîmost be said, Radi-

Calisil. Air. Gladstone hias been borne forward partly by the glowing phul-
aiithropy wbich inspired what angrv Tories stylud Ilthe flesh aud blood
a'guoîneri, in favour of an extensioýn'o? thc suffrage, partly by the increas-
' 0g an a oînisin into whicb lie ]las- been thrown with the territorial aristo-

tracy bic has pursued 1M xvith persoual and iost bitter batred. That
thit 8, utlectualy, have bardiy yet been settled appears fromn his re-

te''01 in curious conibiriation witli bis new Liberalisin, o? bis old I-ligh
trihlrehism and bis 01(1 reverence for tîtie. Wlîvther biu teharly ses or lias
te4 clearîy to see whiat sort o? polity wili practically resuit froin bis

"Iesure, and how universai or even household suffrae will work with the

11u O? Lords, we shial be able to say with more confidence wbeu lie lias
h lr c(is iiiensuru and bis exposition o? it is l)efore us. What neither

btJanyod else asyet sues is that the country lias now, no government

tlI oralz partyso t1atif tîe enfrancised masses eercease to own

1ad1 1liistrativ anarcby inust alinost iuevitably ensue. lnstead of
tli Unin4tructeq masses suddenly and without any preparation to

lieex ercis, Of pelitical power, at a mnomnt when they are particularly
'aly to n'lake a suicidai use of it, the policy of a statesîman wbo bad.t uiid e d e n o c r a c y a n i h d t o p a e i t o n a a e b s w u d r t r b e

t t forin a strong groundwork of local institutions, upon this f0

c te 8 Ce r goverumlent, auJ at ail events before the flood-gates of
tive 80%eeopened, to secure to the country a regular and stable execu-

i r te maintenance of law and the administration of public business

oe.ce'e( the fluctuations of opinion. But Mr. Gladsfone lias not:
t le dleilocracy ; lie bias been converted to if, aud in bis nieophytu zeal

kii8deutY-four, lie is not uîîlikely f0 lose Jreland and leave the other two
Iledi- in a perilous cond(ition.

th 1 , (overnoi. o? R{hode Island in bis miessage to the Legisiature, says,
tht heiciease in proportion of divorces to Inarriages, in the State, is

a5olteî'Y 8tartljng, and recommends, as a chc k to the growiîig evil, that

ljivorce y i1, divorce trials bu leard in openî court. The New Englaîîd
~ lforai League states in its circular thaf iu fIe thrue einîinenjtly

alnd hutghly educatcd States of Maine, Rhiode Island, and New I{anp-
~0there isbe of late one divorce to every fen marriagus. Thufwoînost
per COunties~ in Minnesota increased their divorces, in ten years, fifty

ilci"lt fagter. than their marriagus. lu Chicago, Louisville, and Con-
C1,the ratio is somewbat lower, but in San Francisco and in

Wie 'ri a nuinber of States it is as9 high as 1 to 6. Besides the divorces

kliw PPear in tiiese statisfics, every one familiar with American society
ett that there is a number of separations formal or informal. There

wbhO liv in New York whilc their wives live in Paris. It is
Ile both by thec Governor and the League, that fhe laxity of the

Jre "%w i8 fIe root of fthe iiscbief, and fIat the reforni of the (divorce

law would bu an effectual reniedy. This may bu doubted. To loosen the
marriage bond, to diiiinish the sancfity of wedlock, to separate the interesf s
of man and wife, to subvert the authority of the huad of the faiiily auJ
thus to bireak up tho faîinily itselF, lias been ftie tendency îîof o? divorce
l-aw legislatiomi alone, b)ut of legislation ou miatrimonial questions generaliy,
and of thc whoie rex olutionary îioveîîîent wîth regard to the relations
between the sexes. The period bias been marked by thc growing insubor-
dinîationî cf cbildren, auJ their lossof reverence for their parents, as weil as
by th(, inerease of divorce. Wbeu we Iluar of a busband prcsecufiug bis
wife, of a wife suin g bier liusband for the rent cf the house which is
fleir home, cf a wife epposin.g bier busband's candidature and the two
enicountering each otiier ou tIc stunîp, it is clear that a change bias takun
place cf xvhicb a lax divorce iaw is littie miore tlîan fIe formiai expression.
Tigîten thc divorce law, wifbcut resforing tlîe tone of sentiment, and thie
probabiiity is tlîat the number cf separations will increase. Wlien the,
belief in tIe mnarriage whicb biends fwc ]ives into onu is gene, and bias been
succeeded by the notion cf a qiiasi-cnimereial comnpact-a Ilnîarried
copartnership" as Miss Susan Anthony calîs if, the partuers wili separ-
ate as often as fley disagrue or get birud cf each other, lut flie
divorce iaw on your stafufe bock bu as stringuiîf as you wiil.
Even the Churches bend f0 the prevailiug wind. It was announced flic
other day fIat onu cf thum lîad struck fhe wife's promise cf obedience eut
cf the marriage service. If the word "obcy" imports anything in fIe
ieast arbitrary ou ene sidu or servile ou the othur, if is quite riglit thaf it
should bu discarded. But if it îmiports simply a recognition cf the bcad-
slip cf the fainily, hcw is fIe famiiy te bu lield tegether without such a
hîeadship I To whoin is the obedieuce cf tIe chîildreu te bu due?ý Mr.
Miii, conscicus cf tlie ditliculty, proposes that in ecd case the suprenacy
over the household shahl bu dividud betwuen the man aud thc wife, and
that fIe cases ini whici ea'ch is to bu supreme shahl bu specified in flic
niarriagu sefflemnent-in the marriage settiement, for example, e? Saliy o?
Our Aliey. Ne unother of a famîîily wants domestie anarchy. Obediencu
to usurped aufbority degrades, biut ol>e(ience te legitimate and necussary
aufborify is ne more degrading than conîmaud: it is fhe lot cf aIl men
wlîo act under officiai superiors, masters or employés cf any kind ; in a
very important sense it is fhe lot cf ail buman buings, iuasmuch as fbey
are obiiged te couferiu te fIe geuerai ordinances cf sociufy and o? nature.
Of ail k inds cf power, that is theu leasf likciy te bu abused whiclî is infrusted
te the hands cf affection. Why shouid we assume tlat a husband will
tyraunizu over bis wifu more than that a mofler will tyrannize over bier
children i Why shouid we assume that a man wili maitreat flic woman
cf bis choice any more flan fIat bue will kick lis invitud guusf eut cf doors,
as it is strictly in bis power te do? Christian marriagu, as instituted in
the Gospel, combines a distinct recognition cf the beadship indispensable
te unify witb the assertion o? moral equality and cf the principle fliat
mmaritali authority shahl bu uxercised, net like that cf a Roman master of a
family, but enfirely under the guidance and for the objeefs cf affection.
We live in a peried c? such profound and sweeping change that it woîîld
hardly surprise us if wbat bias bitherto appeared eue cf fhe pillars of moral
civilization slîould prove, affer aîl, te bu nef adamantine and sliouid pass
away. But if there is anything o? which if eau bu truly said fui ia i as
hitherto bueei a pillar cf moral civilization, se far at ieasf as Cliristeudom
is concerned, if is Christian marriage. XVhaf wvould corne in ifs roomn ne-
bcdy lias yet pretunded te divine, excepf perliaps Mrs. Victoria Weodhli,
froni whosu social mihlenniuni morality at present recoils. Chiurclies uphold
as vital te flic faith degmas which impartial inquiry shows te bu llebraisms
niisinterpreted, metapliors bardened inte facfs, peculiarifies of Alexandrian
fheosophy, remuants cf Roman legaiism, or fthe offspring of fliat vicient
reccil froni Iudulgences, and the notions cf good works, sin and forgive-
iless emibodied in fhum, whicli generafed se much of fhe doctrinal systern
cf the Reformnation. Chiristian marriage aud flic Christian fainiiy aire a
great <huai nearer fhe lîfu o? Cbristianify than any o? these. To abandon
flicI "sound forin cf words " in duference te flic fashionablu sentiment of
the heur wculd 1)e deeincd apcstasy. Is if, less apostasy te abandon a
greaf Christian institutionI

UNIVERsîTY Confederation is showing syniptemns cf ie in more thami onu
quarter. Wleui a movemunt is fairiy on foot aud minds are predisposed iu
ifs favour, liffle things, even naines and terns o? expression, sinetiiincs
ftcll. Thu intrcduction of fhe tern confeduration scems te bave a gccd
uffeef on fhis discussion. "lConsolidation," fbcugi flic plan liad buen ex-
piained, scemcd te imply fIat flic hifu o? tIc individual coilege would
bu nîergcd in f haf cf fthc larger body. Confuderation expresses tlie faet i bat
flic iifc of flic individuai coilege will rumain distinct and unimpaired, :ts
does fIat o? a Stafe in a federal union. AIL tlic coleges wiii coHhiIICjj


