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A WEST CANADA BIOGRAPHY

Stoney Plain, Alberta, Aug. 27.

This is Sunday, and preaching'is in
order. My text shall’'be Martin Ullmer,
his farm, family, history and surround-
ings. Before exyering on the discourse
intended mainly for the worldly salva-
tion of many Americans and Canadians
of the Iastern States and Provinces
who now seem unlikely to arrive at a
steady annual income of $5000, it may
be well to call attention to the above
spelling of the name of this plain. It is
not Stony, it has no reference to stones
or rocks, not even a pebble has been
seen in sixty miles daylight to and fro
driving. The whole visible area has
been deep, friable loam usually black,
overlying a somewhat sandy seeming
subsoil, through which creeks and
rivers run in channels from twenty to
forty feet under the prairie surface.
1f you dug down from 60 to 100 feet
you would come to coal anywhere,
bituminous coal of good quality, which
burns freely in grates, supplies Edmon-
ton furnaces, and is sold at from $§1
a wagon load at the mouth of the mines,
to $2.50 a ton in Edmonton city. The
mines are there a few miles distant. As
yet they work only the seams which
protrude on the river banks. Before
long every few townships, areas six
miles square, will associate for the work-
ing of convenient coal deposits. Be-
cause of the newness of the country
and, the difficulty of “effecting strong
municipal organization under the sys
tem of territorial government, which
is to give place to the provincial system
on Sept. 1, such local or townghip
mines are still lacking. Moreover, the
region is pretty well wooded with
poplar, white and black, some of it six-
teen inches or more in diameter, consti-
tuting fine “bluffs” amid prairie gener-
ally covered thickly with rose-bushes,
goldenrod and other weeds. Hence
the pioneers have had firewood handy.
Their country is that which was former-
ly inhabited by the Stoney Indians, who
received that rame for reasons that are
dim in .the mists of Edmonton conject-
ure.

In my preliminary the second head
is Indians. We drove through two
reserves to-day, and saw three more,
or the woodlands thereof. We met
the braves and their squaws and
pappooses of ten on the road, usually
in lumber wagons, sometimes in spring
wagons, occasionally in covered bug-
gies, and invariably in “store clothes.”
They live in comfortable-looking white-
washed log houses, usually of one and

g half stories, and seldom with lean-to
kitchens, for the older squaws appear
to do the cooking and to prefer the
‘open air. Very little farming the
Indians do. They trap a little. They
can live without more arduous labors
since they are rich in land, partly fed
by the Ottawa Government, have their
children educated at the public charge,
and receive annually $5 per head from
the Dominion. To ascertain how rich
they are, and how much richer prospec-
tively, one must consider their numbers,

. the area of their reserves, quality and
selling value of the land. Take the
band of 126 souls nearest Edmonton.
Their reserve is forty-eight square
miles. Every dcre of it would fetch
$10 by auction after a month’s notice
of the sale. That means $307,200, or
$2,438 per head, or about $10,000 per
family. The land is rapidly advancing
in value. It will probably fetch $20
per acre within five years. Q Thus it
appears that the Governmént could
well afford to pay each family of this
band $500 to live in villaged idleness,
and surrender their land.

There is no white agitation to rob
them of the reserve. In the Canadian
West all sorts and conditions of settlers
seem to have caught the infection of
the normal Canadian regard for law,
order, and public good faith, to say
nothing of the consideration that it is|
far cheaper to “pamper”’ Indians than
to fight them, or even fear them. A
first-rate official authority near here,
who shall be unnamed lest he be put into
hot water by publication of his opinion,
says that the young Indians, who are
taken into Government boarding and
training schools (in the belief that
they will learn civilized ways more
speedily and thoroughly when separ-
ated from their parents’ households),
seldom if ever stay civilized after re-
turning home, The same is true of
‘them in the United States, I have
been informed. They revert to theif
parents’ ways and are rather worse
to get on with since they have learned
the whife man’s tricks, lies and some-
thing of how he may be fooled. The
Indian problem seems unsolvable, ex-

; cept by the gradual vanishing of the
pure blood. Set the young, schooled,
trained Indians apart in villages, and

farm. If they get along well their poo:
relations will cousin on them to no end.
If trained Indians go into white com-
munities to labor they do not receive
the same treatment as white laborers
or mechanics. That they, as original
owners of the soil, should be supported
forever by its industrious occupants,
seems very wrong to multitudes of
English, Canadians, and Americans,
who are used to the notion that white
landlords are entitled to live on rents.
Did these Indians but get rich enough
to live en prince, have autocars, steam
vachts, and flunkies, it is possible that

! blue-eyed wife and her old mother, a|

1

now given over to fowls and cattle.
There is a large new,barn, pens, out-|
houses, sheds, a dozen in all. Red
Tamworth pigs root numerously about
the barnyard. There cannot be less:
than seventy tons of wild hay in stacks, |
all fenced in. Forty-two head of fat!
cattle are in Martin’s herd yonder |
in the meadow. He and the boys, the |
eldest fourteen vears, milk twelve]
cows daily, from which the buxom:

“typical, hard-handed Austrian peasant, |
‘makes butter, which is well sold in:

the propriety of securing them forever
in a lien on the general product would |
'estimates the Ulmer crop of this year
“at 1000 bushels of wheat, 5000 of oats,
‘940 of barley—worth $2300—to say‘i

never be questioned, except by wicked
radicals, who don’t and, of course,
shouldn’t count.

A third preliminary head is Frost.
The word is not tabooed at Edmonton,
not regarded as treasonable. Edmon-

ton defines Frost as a visitation that !

sometimes does harm elsewhere, very
possibly at Calgary, its rival city,
192 miles southward *and 1200 feet
higher in altitude. This morning the
Edmontonese cheerfully admitted there
had been a touch of frost in the night.
“But come 3nd see the potato blossoms,
the flowers, the squash vines in our
gardens.” They were visibly wilted
at 8 a.m. Later in the day, far out
on Sténey Plain, some potato patches
appeared slightly tipped with brown,
but no less sensitive plant showed a
“touch.” Standing grain, wheat, oats
and barley were quite unharmed.
Indeed, a frost hard enough to hurt
grain at its present ripeness would put
ice on the “sloos’”’ and cut potatoes to

e ground. A large patch of tobacco
near here stands uninjured. The warm
day has turned cloudy, and that there
cannot possibly be any more frost
hefore the 19th of September is the

profoundest belief of the Edmontonese |:

who accompany me. By the way,
they say that the tobacco grown here
possesses singular merits. Burn a little
in the open air, on a “smudge,” and
not even a coyote will venture near
the lambs, fowl, ducks, geese, turkeys
or calves that the smudge is designed
to protect. Similarly in South Africa,
lions are kept at a distance by hanging
a few Boer stockings warm from the
feet, about the laager. By what sor-
cery the sheep and fowls are enabled to
survive the native tobacco fumes has
not been stated, hence one may suspect
some romance in the matter. Coyotes
seem enterprising enough for almost
any venture, since they. trot unswerv-
ingly across the road not far before the
horses, and sometimes stop in the
centre, as if aware that we have no
gun. Few prairie chickens are now
seen, they keep with their young very
much in the brush and grass at this
season. A month hence the immense
stubble fields will be awhir with their
wings. Now ducks are numerous on
every lake and “sloo.” Robins are
gathering for migration southward.
Blackbirds wheel their jolly battalions
aroynd the new cut grain. Crows
and several varieties of hawk are nu-
merous. It is their harvest time, too,
the hawks taking the young of the
“chicken,” mice and such small deer.
Probably half the grain has been cut by
reapers which leave much for the little
gleaners of the wild. But the impudent
blackbirds attack the stooks. They
can do this to-day with impunity,
since labor has quite ceased in the
fields. That is strong evidence to the
piety of the population, since the
temptation to rush the harvest is
extreme.

Martin Ullmer and all his blue-eyed
boys and girls and wife and old mother-
in-law are in their Sunday clothes,
taking their ease after going to church
in the forenoon. Their large storey-
and-a-half house, log-built, with three
gables and a lean-to kitchen, stands
amid a big garden of vegetables, in
which I remark that cauliflowers,
cabbage, kale, cucumbers, potatoes,
onions, have all been quite untouched
by last night’s trifling frost. A flower
garden fully one hundred feet long and
thirty feet broad, brilliant with sweet
Williams, paeonies, geraniums and
scores of other usual blooms of the
temperate zone, stands surrounded by
currant, raspberry, blackberry and
gooseberry bushes, all equally un-
harmed. There are two smaller log
houses on the place, successively used
by the Ulmers, as theirfortunes bettered,

the neighboring hamlet. The farm
consists of 480 acres, 192 cleared. The !
miller of our party, a cautious Scot, |

nothing of hay saved, pigs and young |
cattle to sell, value of vegetables,
eggs and the many fowls stalking,
about. Taking all together Ullmer’s'

. earnings, income or increase this year

can be reasonably estimated at not-
less than $2600. He and his two boys
one fourteen, the other eleven, put in |
the whole crop, besides breaking ten
acres of prairie for the first time.

Juice to cool the blood—quench
the thirst—and Xkeep you well
¥ and happy on hot days, It's the
cheapest, healthiest and best of ail
summer drinks, .

- Sovereign
Lime Juice

B8 s the pure juice of fresh, ripe limes

Bl that come from one plantation in the

B South—and is bottled in Halifax,
A ¢ Sovereign® is free of alcohol

and preservatives,

At dealers everywhere,

&

SIMSON BROS. CO., Lid.
) Halifax, N.S.

picteongeFREE 157

Diseasesandasample
i . ‘bottle toany address.

Poor get this medick
ntRVETQ!“

ne FREEY o
KOENIG MED, CO,,
0 100 Lake St., CHICAGO.
Rold hy Druggists at 81,
por bottle smx tor $5 .

The Sisters of St. Boniface Hospital have
organized a ‘'Staff’’ for their Hospital con-
sisting of the following members:

st. Boniface Rospital Staff
Cconsgulting Staff Physicians:

Dr.J H. O'DONNELL, M.D.,

Dr. J. B. JONES, M.D. &
Dr. WM. ROGERS, M.D.

E Consulting Staff Surgeons:
Dr. W. 8. ENGLAND, M.D.
Dr. J. H. MCARTHUR, M.D.
Dr. R. MACKENZIE, M.D.

Attendinf Physicians:
Dr. J. H. 0. LAMBERT, M.D., Dr. C. A.
MACKENZIE, M.D., Dr. R. W. NICHOLS,
M.D., Dr. W. Z. PEATMAN, M.D.

Attending Surgeons:
Dr. J. 0. TODD, M.D.
Dr. JAS. McKENTY, M.D.
Dr. J. E. LEAMANN, M.D.

Ophthalmatic Surgeon:
Dr. J. W. GOOD, M.D*

Children’s Ward l;hysloians:
Dr. J. R. DAVIDSON, M.D.
Dr./¢. A. DUBUC, M.D.
Dr. A. J. SLATER, M.D.

Isolated Ward Pliysicians:
Dtr.J. B. DEVINE, M.D., Dr.J.P. HOWDEN,

M.D., Dr. J. HALPENNY, M.D., Dr. W. A.
GARDNER, M.D.

Pathologist:
Dr. G. BELL, M.D.
Dr. F. J. MACLEAN, M.D. Y
Dr. WM. TURNBULL, M.D. Assistant

There 15 in St. Bomfao%nospital a Ward
for C. N. Ry. patients, who are attended hy
physicians appointed by the C. N. Ry. Co.
They are: Dr. C. A. Mackenzie, Dr. R. Mac-
Kenzie, and Dr.Wm. Bogers. And a second
Ward for C. P. Ry. patients, attended a
Dr. Moorehead, who is appointed by the
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OR “FRUIT LIVER TAELETS " .

Positively made from fruit with tonics added. Absolute cure for §
constipation, biliousness, headaches, kidneyand skin diseases.
“I have been troubled latelv with my back and kidneys, and

received great beuelit from taking

At druggists—30c. a box.

%3

Manufactured by I

Iruii-a-tives.”
Mrs. JOHN FOX, Cobourg, Ont,

RUIT-A-TIVES LIMITED, Ottawa.
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PIANOS

, Those who buy a piano ought to pay as much attention to the

record and reputation of a piano as the piano itself.

They ought to pay

more attention to its musical qualities than to the case.

The Mason & Risch Piano

‘I“ 3 . . 3 .
is a musical instrument before it is an article of furniture, yet it is an

instrument that would beautify any room.

No -piano has a better record.

The Mason

Piano Co. Ltd.

356 Main Street, =

& Risch| |

= Winnipeg.
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TOURIST CAR

NOVEMBER 7TH

Winnipeg to Los Angeles without Change -
Via Portland and San Rrancisco
LOWEST RATES

Through Tourist Cars will leave
Winnipeg every two weeks thereafter
FULL PARTICULARS FREE

H. SWINFORD,

Reserve Berths at once

R. CREELMAN,
Ticket Agent - Winnipeg
PHONE 1446 - 341

= s(eneral Agent
MAIN STREET

C. P. Ry. Co.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
IMMIGRATION.

AND

. l
MANITOBA with its network of railways, giving markets near at
hand for all farm products, offers unrivalled opportunities for investment.
PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT LANDS can still be purchased at

from $3 to $6 per acre.

IMPROVED FARMS in all distkicts of the province can be pur-

chased at from $10 to $40 per acre.
These prices are advancing every year.

A FEW POINTERS

On arrival at Winnipeg the wisest policy for any new settler to adopt
is to remain in Winunipeg for a few days and learn for himself all about the

lands offered for sale and to homestead.

There are districts that have been settled for magy years in which land
Some of this may be unbrokén

can be purchased.

possesses all the richness and productive powers of our virgin. prairies.
Other lands, cultwategl and having comfortable farm buildings, are ready
for immediate possession,

There are Provincial Government lands, Dominion Government home-

steads, and railway lands to be secured.

The price of land varies from $3 to $40 per acre. :
Location with respect to railways, towns, timber and water determnines

the price of land.
For information

Land Office.

For purchase of Provincial lands apply at the Provincial Land Office

in the Parliament Buildings,

For C.P R. or C.N.R. lands apply at the land offices of said

railway companies,

For lands owned by private individuals apply to the various real estate

agents in the city.

For situations as farm laborers apply to:
PROVINCIAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 617 MAIN ST., WINNIPEG

regarding homesteads apply at the Dominion

prairie which still

J. J. GOLDEN

there is nothing for them to do except




