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what church they belong. The man who seils wines would bardly choose a
cburcb and congregation of teetotalers. A young lawyer in want of clients
would scarcely be so unwise as to attend a church where the people were
remarkable for their peaceable demeanour toward each other and ail meni. A
young doctor would know better than unite witb people who, if any got iii,
would be sent direct to the hospital. A merchant tailor, with an eye to
business on Sunday as well as in the week, ivould find it difficuit, if not impos-
sible to commune with meni whose coats are bought ready-nîade and cheap,
and whose other articles of ivear are made at home. A fashionable shoemaker
would not find many customers ini a congregation of workingmen. So that
where business enters into the idea and motive it matters mitch to what church
you belong. I need flot stay here to remark that this is a low, poor and
miserable sort of church going, and that it rarely prospers in the thing ivherc-
unto they seek-that it demoralises a man's nature, and often imperils that very
success which he would. have achieved by fair and manly means. But more of
that anon.

Some again go to a particular church for the sake of peace at home. I
speak now of men, more especially, and of meni wbom you and I know very
well. It is a common thung to hiear men apologise for their connection with a
churcb, by saying that thcy only go because the wives and families are attached
to the people there, and to attempt to break off the connection would mean
trouble. Now, 1 arn intcnsely in love with the tbung we call family peace. I
know, no man better, thank God, what it is to turn from the heat and noise of
the great jarring, jangling, fighting world to thc quiet glad home, wbere those
sacred relations are fostered ivhicb neyer shail perisb, and where thosc truc affec-
tions wbich mnake us glad and noble abide ini perpetuity. 1 know bow needful it
is that a man subdue and repress himself to preserve that quiet of the home, but
1 do want to say here, and to say it earnestly, that this connection witb a churcb
which is maintained simply for the sake of family peace is an unwise and
minous tbing. It does more barm than good, even ini the family. For the
insinccrity of it becomes apparent to all. When the minister bas ventured
upon a discussion of scientific niatters ini relation to religious dogma, and you
go home and laugh at aIl his findungs; wben be ventures to speak dogmatically
of mathemat;cs, and bis speech betrays bis ignorance of the nature of this
exact science; when he takes some ancient readung and insists upon the ancient
interpretation, and you sucer at the man and bis teachings, wbat good do you
thunk you effect? 1 know men wbo bave not one particle of respect for the
ministry which tbey attend. I speak as to teaching, and not as to character;
they*talk of poor old so and so, who is very good as a inan, and a capital
visitor, but as to bis preaching ? ivell that is so and so also. Tbey say tbat
their ministers are impracticable men as to their theology ; that they do not
trouble to, give any reasonung, and do not deal in the article called Ilcommon
sense ;" that tbey are prosy, and dreary, and dry, and that it is bard work to
drag out the Sunday services under theni; but, they don't like to disturb
thîngs; don't like to break up old family connections;, don't like to lîlaugurate
changes; don't like to disturb the peace in fact, for the wives and tbe
daughterj appear to, be satisfied and are at home in the old place, and ivhile
they do flot admire the nuunistry to the point of cntbusiasnn, do not complain
against it. Now, does it matter wbether a man is in tbat conditian or flot? I
maintain that it matters vastly. Would you take that position with' regard to
any other thing ini lîfe? A milkman bas been supplying yotîr bouse for twenty
years-but he begins to water the milk and it gets thunner; do you say, well
neyer mind, be bas became an institution now, and it is bardly worth while to
change the connection, if ive get less mik to the quart, %ve get Ivater, wbich is
quite barmless ! No; 1 think you would say it is milk we wan t; and mulk you
would bave, even thougb wifc and family bad formed a liking for the old cart
and the tin pans. If you have been buying boots for yourself and family from
a particular factory, and by and by the bauds are cbanged and the stuff used is
inferior, and the work is bad-do you keep up the connection sti]l? No, you
want boots, and flot ta support a certain factory. When any of your family is
ill, do you seud for the old doctor, ivbcn you bave no faith ini bis skilî or Medi-
cine, and cail him an old fogy, and wanting ini common sense, when the lives
of those cbildren are put into bis kceping ? And yet, there are men who care
less for thc mind of their families than for their boots; tbey take less concern
about their soul than about their doctor. IlIt docsn't matter to ivbat cburcb
one goes," you say, and smiie loftily, or get angry, as the case may be. It does,
however. If the preacher does not preach wbat is common seuse to yon, he
docs not preach ivbat is common sense to your family; if it is faise science to
you, it is false science to thcm ; ifbis deductions are absurd, tbey are absurd,
and cannot be made anything eise j if bis dogmas are preposterous, they are
no more true for your wives and daughters than for you. I hoid it a wron-.
I bold it a saame and sin for men to attend a cburch services and a man's
ministry when they bave no respect for cither, and talk loud disrespect for
botb. They appear to countenance, and do support a man ini teaching
wbat they caîl nonsense; they put on a respectful demeanour before him
ini the church, and next day ridicule tbe sermon. They subscribe ta tbe
funds of the church, and openiy taik of it as money wasted. To wbom does
this do gcodi Certainly to no urne, but harm ta ail concerned. It does harmn

to those vcry cbildren for îvhorn you make the sacrifice. You fill their munds
witb doubts and negations faster and more effectually than the minister can fill
thern with answers and affirmations; you teach them to hoid those tbungs
lightly which they should hoid as sacred; you encourage tbem iii playung wîth
their religious sensibilities, and toyung ivith their dcepest convictions. Oh, yes,
yau say, our minister is a good nman, very earnest, and means well, but be
bclongs ta the old school, and ail] bis ideas are antiquated ; be makes attacks
upon the assumptions of modern science, whîch ta us, who know better, arc
very amusing; be believes and teaches doctrines which thinking men have
agreed to discard as impossible and absurd, but wbat does it matter ? it docs
us no hanm, and suits the womeni and children ! And you do not biesitate to
say that in the hearing of those ivomen 'and children for whom you are s0
superciliously carefuil. Careful? No, let me change the word to be exact-
careZess rather. Can you care much for tbem wlîen vou purchase a littie frce-
dom froni friction and trouble now at the cost of much future unhappiness?
They will learn ta believe yau probably, for tbcy give their cars to you more
than to any munister now, and they will begun, if they have not already begun,
to enquire wbethcr you are rigbt, with a decided bias in yaur favour; and whiie
they examine that particular minister in the iight of your criticisrn, and ail else
tbey can find, thcy wi]l imagine that they are cxarnining ai the ministry and
every kind of religious teacher. And if it sbould bappen that you are rigbt ini
yaur judgment-that the teachung they bear is merely old and flot venerable,
and not supported by caînmon sense and ascertained facts, they wili corne to
the conclusion that aIl churches and ail teachers, and perhaps ail religion are
but based on shifting sand, and ivhcn tbe floods and storms of criticism beat
upan it, it ivili fali, and great wvill be the faîl thereof. If I ivantcd to make my
children dislike the Christian Church and Christian doctrines; if I wvanted
thern to become ini every way indifférent and altogether atbeistic; and if I
i'anted ta banisli ail religions susceptibilities from my life, and deaden iny own
mind to ail truc and just thiukiug: and if I wanted at the sarne tume ta sprcad
this moral bligbt abroad in society, I should attend a cburch and a munistry for
which I had no kind of untellectual respect, and I shauid spare no opportunity
of sneerung and jeering at both. I shonld laugh at it, and scoff at it, and sbmng
my shoulders and say: It docsn't matter anything, I get no barm, and the
women and cbildren like it. Nothing can be more effectuai, depend upon it,
as some of you will kuow by and by. For you arc not only denying your own
intellect hy appearung to accept wbat you reject with contempt; you flot only
prolong the days of doctrines and forms which yon consider do barrn and flot
good ini the world, but you iead those who hîcar you by subtlest wvay and with
atîthority inta the awfui abyss of atbeism.

But now-what are tbe truc motives wbich shonld take a man ta church?
I answer first of aIl-to knaiv Truth, to commune with Truth-tbat is ta say
with God. The service is a bclp ta bis thougbts; upon the wungs of boly
psalrn and fervent prayer bis soui mounts upward until it gets away from the
noise and dust of this material worid, and looks with giadness on the face of
God. -The deeper, profounider instincts of bis nature get an bour's satisfaction
-it reminds bim tbat be bclongs ta two worlds, carth anid beaven-that be
bclongs ta time, and no Iess to eternity. Appeal must be made ta bis spiritual
motives-be mîîst be told not ta be satisfied with an opinion, but only with a
deeprooted, intelligent faith-be must bave not mercly views about God, but
desires after God-he must be taugbt ta cry, not Ilgive me truc opinions," but,
"lcreate in me a dlean hcart O God, and renew a right spirit within "ý-be must
lîcar bow ta tunn amid the evil and darkness bere, ta the hope of a glanions
bercafter. To chcrish and fecd that blessed hope-to nourisli the soui's longung
aftcr spiritual good-to inspire a sense of shortcomung, and an earnest desire
ta be wvortier--to find that wbicb wvill Icaven ail the life 'vith beavenly
influencs-to find a truc inspiration for ail the work and dnty of life-to find
great thougbits and purposes which shall dignify labour and take the stinig ont
of disappointmeut, and strcngthen every noble desire, and niake sublime tbc
lowliest office;ý ta find a Saviauir from evil tbaugbts, evil habits aud cvii ways
and a very Captain of Salvatian-that is the anc abject and amni îitb wbicb
mcen shanid go ta cburch.

But the man who is truc ta himself and ta trutb will seek more than that
even. %Vhile I hoId that wve must have clear and weil defined convictions as
to religiaus matters-that a man without a creed is very iikciy ta become a
man witbaut faitb, and that the ligbts and sbadows an tbe intellectuai picture
must be sharp and distinct-I also bold that the truc minister ivili nat ignore
the great questions wvbicb new modes of thinking and ncw dîscoveries iII science
force upon the people. Instead of standing ini the way and barring progress
he wiil be in tbc van, a stout bearted, daring leader. It is worse than foily to
dogmatically close down upon the discussion of religions matters. AIl the
truths of Religion 'are from the vcry nature of tbem open to doubt. in
Geometry or Matbernatics wc bave nccssary truths-facts that are demon-
strabie-but we bave no sucb neccssary truths ',in Religian. They neyer pass
the limits of the probable. Thcy rest upon somctbung outside of ourseives-
and there is notbung outside of ourseives that we do flot at times doubt. That
doubt should be respectcd-the spirit of earncst free unqniry sbouid be
encouraged, and the munister sbould be a belp and not a bundrance ta, tbougbt.
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