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reason the rentais of stalle in the market were

reduced eighîteen years ago and are stili at

the reduced rate. Formerly the revenues
were sold at auction to the highest bidder

above the upset price but tbis bas net been

dette in recent years although there have

been deinands for more stails than there are

in the market at present.
The generai revenue account as it exists at

preseni should be abolisheJ, or its character

completely clîanged. It should nlot be

possible for the aldermen te take money fromn

this or any other account under the excuse

that the money is required for "Ian exigency
of the public service." Every dollar of re-

venue shouid be appiied te seine definite

purpose with the ultimate object of. reducing
taxation. This can neyer be while the re-

venues of the city remain unappropriated and
the aldermen are permitted te experid money

in excess of the i ncome of any depart ment. If
the asse4smerit were made te yreld the

amnunt estimated and expendîtures beyond

the estimates were net permittcd everdrawn

accounts would cease to exist and if taxation

were not lessened the people would know at

least that the atffairs of the cuty were being

conducted on a business hasis. There

is toc muc*h tampering with the accounts by
officiais. Do flot let it be understood that
thia tam~pering nmeans that there is .tny dis-
honeaty whatever iii the administration of tîte
affairs at St. John. On the contrary no sucb
charge k male or implied. But seanxicua are
the officiais temake agood showingin their
respective accouints that buis are helJ until

the accounts for the year are closed in order
than an alre:îdy overdrawn account shail net

make a werse showing than it does. For
this the aldermen are net directiy responsi >ble

as they advertise for ait accourita agairiat thse

city before tîte close of the year. To prevent
titis there should be but one purchasing depart-

nrrnt for cîty supplies and that directîly under

the conitrol of the Treasury Board. That

Board would thien be in a position te know

throughout the year the standing of every

account. Under the present system an im-

portant function of the Treasury Board hq

ccmpieteiy ignored-the contrai of the

expenditures of the various departments.
There are varions important questions ricw

engaging the attention cf the ('ouncil or

which bave been considered and put aside,

The largeat of these is the extension of the

water aystem te Loch Lomorid which involves
aise the question c'f civic lighting. The
reerganization cf the police force by the
introduction of a patrol systemi and patrol
boxes bas beeri relegated te a back seat for
the prescrit but is liable te tomne up again
aimcst any, time. The fire departmnent wili
have te be reorgnized te soine extent be-
c-tuse of chemnical engties and the street

departmnent must aise undergo a great change
before peophe get value for their mnoney.

From the above oullirie of existirig condi-
tiens it will be seen that there is ample
scope for the reformer ini St. John. He can
labor industriously for a year or more before
lie will have got things into the condition they
ouglit te be in. Strange as it may appear te
these who are taking a first step in civic
matters every thing suggested abeve bas
becri discussed by the Common Council at
one tinte or another and more than one
resolution lias been passed by the Councît
favoriig every change that is riow suggested.
There have been resclutions favoring the

consolidation cf the debt. the revisiori of the

charter, and the revision cf the Bye-iaws with
the object cf having them printedl » one bock
instcad cf many pamphlets. The mode of
street work bas been condemned and it was
sageiy Jecidedto arrange a plan of permanen
street improvement and sperid a fixed amount
each year until ail the streets hait been paved
or otberwise imprcved. Why have aIl these
refortin resolutions faied? The resens are

numerous. Ail the bond-h.,iders favored con-

solidation cf the debt when the city bonds

were beicw par but as soon as they cein-

manded a premium there was rie further
desire te corisolidate or refund the debt on
the part of those who hcld city securities for

investment. The cause t the fai ure of the
majerity*cf the other refermas proposed at cone
time arid ariother was due te the fact that
tbey wvere net disposed cf by the 4 ouncil be-
fore a civic election took place and the
decision of ' ommon Cierk Peters that
resolutions cf this character passed by, an
cutgcing <2outicil were net neressariiy binding
on their successers. A lot cf time and wind
have been expended by aldermen cf the past
in discuissing reforma which perished soon
aftier birth, due largeiy te apathy on the part
cf the rate payers- If the rate payers arc
seriotvs titis time tîtere are many things they
can acccmpiish. But te do great good they


