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Judges for the administration of Justice
throughiout the land wvere Ivise mer>," mein-
bers of the Church.

Ver. 28. in lus lueartj Our Lord, through-
out his teaching on the subject of the
Commandmnents, strikes at the root of evii.
The members of bis Chiurchi must learn liowv
to govern their interior spirit: it is on this
that the Holy Spirit acts: to lis secret,
invisible influence tbey m. ust really yield;
otherwise no outward apparent conforirnity
to any lawv of God will be of avai.-Thie
public authorized teachers of the time of our
Lord encouraged the idea that the Divine
Laws were satisfied so long as men kept
within their letter.-It is to remind us for-
ever of our Lord's interpretations of the
Divine Laws that the Clîurch foupded by
1dmi causes the Commnandinents to be read
to us in the Public Liturgy, and teaches us
to pray that our hiearts may be more and
more inclîned to keep theim-i.e. according
to the interpretations given to tlîein by
Christ our Lord.

Ver. 29. If t/iy rigld oyr offnd t/ueo, plucke
it out.] In rcading this passage, stress should
be laid on Ilriglit eye."-"l If any propensit.y
within thice tempt thee to go wrong-let IL
be eveni as muchi a part of thee, and, under
legitirnate circumstances, as justly to be
defended by thee, as thy righlt eye-yet
nevertheless cruslh it lowî.-That gift of the
Efioly Spirit wh'1iliî is within thce, gives thee
the power to do0 this, aiid thy final salvation
depends uponi thy earnestly encleavouring to
do this. By perseverance, the difflculty will
vaiiishi,-and a way of escape wvilI be set
before tliee."-"Offend"ý here, and often in
the New Testament, means "lCause te fali
into a snare,"l "Cause te do wvhat is wrong."
.- This is the correct primary signification of
thue word: its sense of Ilto dispiease" is
secondary.-The ry/ut eye is mentioned
because this eye wvas peculiarly needed by
the ancient warriors in taking aim with the
bowv.

Ver. 31. Wluosoever shallput aîvay luis wife.]
One crying sin of the times whien our Lord
appeared on the eartlr was the frequent and
frivolous dissolution of the marriage-tie.--
Advantage was taken of a permission of

divorce in the Mosaic Law under certain
circumstances -the letter of wvhich was
pleaded, but the real spirit of whicli wvas
wholly violated.-Our LQrd iii the 31st and
32nd verses confines the permission of
divorce among Christians within the ancient
divinely-appointed limits.

Ver. 83. T/iou shait not forsivear thyseif]
The erroneous noion aimedat ;as-thiat so
long as a solemxi and formai oath by the
naine of God wvas observed, ail otiier asseverai-
tions, short of using the Divine Naine, înighit
be iiidulged iii with impunity ; and if after-
wards they ivere not heeded, the moral guilt
wvas îiot great.

Ver. 34. 1 aî;1 unto you, sivear flot at ail.]
Tfhe thing prohibited is the use of frivolous
but solemn-sounding asseverations in coin-
mon conversation, approaching as nearly as
possible to, without actually beiîîg, the real
oatli by the great Namne of God.-Tlie use
of the great and soleinn oath for the purpose
for whichi it wvas originally instituted, is not
forbidden,-but enjoined by our Lord. Ris
prohibition-according to the real sense of
the words used by St. iMattliewv is-Swear
flot-use not solemn asseverations, uni-
v'ersai ly-generall1v- commonil)." - flence
the Chiurcli founded by our Lord instructs
us that "la man may swvear wvhen the magris-
traLe requireth, in a cause of faitli tand
charity, se it be doue according to the
Prophiet's teaching, in justice, judgment and
truth."Article xxxix in the Book of Commun
Prayer.

Ver. 37. Let your communication be, Yea,
yca; Nay, nay.] i.e. "Be simple and sincere
in your language-and use flot e-xtravagant,
hyperbolical expressions." 1poedfri- comneti of evil.]-prcesfo
an evil principle within us-yea from that

principle of false-representation of whicli
Satan is the impersonation."

Ver. 38. An eye for an eye.J In cases of
wrong committed by one man against another,
the Mosaie Law hiad enjoined that exact
compensation should be znade,-but it was to
be after investigation before the legal tri-
bunals,-and in accordance with a judicial
sentence-" as the judges deemieI
Exodus xxi. 22.-The abuse aimed at by
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