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in tie recent lire in the Parker building in Newv York
(a tvelvc-story so-called lireproof building) iany seei
to find food for argumniet iii favor of tlîeir conîtentions
ilial a ireproof buildinîg is au iulipossibility, lînt tic facîs

Fi.2-1,Rîo viEwV oF GROUNiS rLOOR 0F ANOREW DARL
THE 'ý%L.'5iVZ REINrORCE0 CONCUErE tIEAMt, CIR<nRS AND)

[loin THE 'L.OOi<,. T11E SPRINKLERI PiVES RUNNING THI
TH1E BEANIS AXND GIRIIERS NLAY RE SEEN NOTE THSE

IGIJT TIIROWN TO THE CENTRE OF TIIE aU

of the case go t0 uîrovc thîe very opposite. Thiat is. he
lîcccssity of iîîtelhigcntly usiiig every poss1lle 1)recalitioii
ini reiidcriiig a tbuildinîg absolutcly lireproof.

It is truc that iii tic Parker building approved cleiiîents
of a firc1îroof structure %were uscd; that is. steel and brick
and lihollow ti:c. but tliese nînaterials wcrc îlot propcrty
puti together. iîclî of the steel
%vork was left ahîsoluitcly iiipro-
ireteri L)v tile. and. Of course,
%%-as lbcatcd and tlurovvii out of
pulace lîy tbe lire, îlius causiug
collapse of ilnauv sectio-as of
floor conistruction; ils stair3 and
clevator slîaifî3 ocrac openî front
'storv tri storv. aud its weiidows
%%cre titi roîvcte<l by wire glass,
So thiat lire Iîad a cîcar sveeep.
bot i witbin and outeide: thec
%î*as "lot sufficient wvatcr lires-
stirc t0 reacli aluoî' the lifîli
flOOr, anîd the buildinig was used
for far miore liazardous pur-
pioses tlîaiî tliose for whicli il
%vas intended. Had tlîis struc-
ture had every particle of the
steel franie imply protected
witl hollow Gle or concrete.

aud bad ecd storv constituted
a uiait li lscîf. anl ill exteril
Oliingqs protcctc<lb lii ietal
U311 anid wircd glass. the lire
wvonld have bcenejcxliiguished Fig. 3-NTERioR viFlW

before it Causcd any appreci- 5IIOWIN(. TuE 5NiALi
ale Ilaiiage. CO*.iiARED WVITI1 TI

A great ilitii structures are DIMN5IINISIN DE,

bujît, iii %hich cvery precautioli lias beeil taken agailmst
the spread of lire on the inside, but l.ith nîoprvso
miade for tie protection of the contîents of tlie buildinîg
froiiî being igîiited by flainies fronti tle outsidc. Tii is

on1e of thc grosscst and mit
cortinioî mîistalies in miodcriî
warelîouise conîstructionî.

In coiraection îvith tbis sub.
ject the International Society of
Buildinîg Coiiiission-ep recelît-
ly issued a bulletin, whlicli
niakes tht statejiient Iliat 44 per
cent. of ail the lire tosses dur-
iliî 1907 werc directly attribu-
table to the lac< of proper win-
dowv protectioni. ]3irc originates

ione b~uilding, but canuot be
couliîied there, aîîd its trave,
is iliade easy via tlîe window
route to ev-ery building ii tlic
neigbborhood. Furtber, 80 pcr
cent. of ail tlîe daîîîage doue iii
huildings iii whictî lire did no'
have its origin is fault of suffi
cient wiiidov protection. Ir

- conflagrations like tbose of To-
ronîto or Sani Fraticisco, irearly
100 per cent. of tic <laiage is
directly attributable, to thai
saine cause, for in the latter
case we kuow of but fourteen
icliarate snd distinct lires oc-

. .. .. curiîîg iii tie city ofi that niein-
orable illoriig. I-ad the adja-

ING BIUILDING, SIIOWVING cent bîuildings becs miade in-
COLUSINS, TfIAT sur- vuliierable b>' îrotect<l wiiî-

ROUGiS TIIIMBLES IN dows. tiiose tires %voiild have
LARGE AINOUNT Or lîel confinie( iii tie structures
I LDIii in wliiclî îhey lîad their iii-

ception, ait(l wotil< tiare resuilt-
ed iii but insigiiicant blazes. Surcly is ,latter of prop-
erly protecting wiindowvs is ail imiportant one. Autouîatic
lire dloor3 anîd shutters aflord a large anlounit of protec-
lion, but tlîe univerially approved sý'steni of wîud(owv pro-
tectioni is a mnetal or incombustible sash i lled wiîî %vire
glass, and wvherc the danger is particularly great, on riar-

ON SEVENTiI FLOOII, ANOIREW iiAiui.NG IMIUDIi.NG, TORONTO,
EU DI>MENSIONS 0F TIIE IIEASS, GIRIiERS AND Oco.iLMNs AS
105E siiowN IN FIG. 2. A BETrER ILLUSTRATION 0F TiHE
IENSIONS OF TIIESE PARTS IS SIEOWN IN FiG. 4.


