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arbitration was in our opinion not a wise procedure.
Apar from the question or wages, the bnens wnat te
have a band in regulatmng the employers' shops. The
latter insist that s long as they pay the salaries they In,
tend to manage their affairs in the way that seoms te
themr best. This we think they have a perfect right te
do. The members of the union may refuse te work for
an employer who thus insists opon being the sole man-
ager of his business, but they have no right to interfere
as they are said te be doing with workmen wbo are
satislied te receive their wages and leave their employ-
ers te do the managing. A couple of the strikers have
been havily ined by the police magistrate for alteged
intimidation of workmen brought from other cities te ll
the positions which they hai vacated. Our sympathies
in tiis instance are wrtih the strikers, as e cannot see
fram the evidence wherein the intimidation tenk place.
Since the decision of the police magistrate, hovever,
somte of the strikers appear te have resorted te intimida.
tion and even te violence in order te prevent the em.
ployers ftrm carrying out their contracts. The tact lit
the vorkmen imported by the masters have had te be
guarded by the police, des net reect much credit upon
the methods of the strikers, ner des it tend te arouse
public sympathy in titeir bthai. In conflicts wvith the
employers the unions should discard physical violence
and the boycott as likely te defeot rathier tian promote
the objects they have in view. Stece the above was
written the steame fitters have joined in the strike, and
the situation is thus made worse than before.

T HE Toronto Trades and Labor Council has resu-
lutely set its face against the movement to ie.

struct the popils of the public schools in the rudiments
of practical mechanics and in the use of tools. The
Council recently appointed a deputation te wait on the
Minister of Education te endeavor te persuade itim not
to carry ot the proposal. The rusult ofthe interview is
thus stated in the Committee's report te the Council

"Your contmittee, as per instruction of your body at a
recent meeting, secured an itervtew wiith Hon. G. W.
Ross, Minister of Education for the Province of Ontario,
for the purpose of laying before him the views of your
body respecting titis proposed scheme for lntroducing
manuel training in the public school system, nitit a com.
mencement in the Provincial Model Schoot at Toronto.
Your committee were received with ltat courtesy and
urbanity characteristac of lhat honorable gentleman, and
at bis instance each member of the deputation, which
included the president of your body, spoke his views on

.the subject, and in opposition thereto. During the two
bours' discussion of the question in al] its phases every
feature of the proposed movement on the part of the
Ontario Government received ample consideration, and
during which the honorable the Minister of Education,
white holding strongly te his contention liat ne injury
te, or interference with mechanical interests was intend.
ed or possible through the intended innovation, afirmed
bis adherence, for te lime being at toast, te his on
view of the subject. Yourtcommittee, failing toconvince
him of the soundness of the views of your body, or those
of your committee, in opposition tote manual training
feature already. referrd to, and, being stilli satisfied liat,
if inaugurated, a course of meanua training, as outlined
by the Minister of Education, wvili resait in no ged at
ail commensurate with the amount of certain itrin inan
aggravated forin whici mnust ukimately ensue to ail who
lave by mechanical caltinas in Ontatio, tnhetitatingly
recommend ithat every legitimate effort be put forth by
your body, by seeking the active co-peration of ail
labor organisations threughout Ontario in petitioning the
Government, and Parliament whenin le sessioqt, and the
taking aitsuch oter action as may be deemed advisable in
opposition te the adoption by law of titis scheme on the
fines outlined.

We veryr mach regret liat we have not
beotre us the arguments presented by the deputation te
the Minister in support of tieir contention that manual
training in the public schobols would reslt in "l certain
harm in an aggravated form, to ail ito live by
mechanical callings." Let us hope taitt they were more
logical tian the reason before given by the Council,
vit., that such training would tend to swell the ranks of
botch workmen. >Experience has demonstrated
that youths whoi have iad the advantage of techtnical le.
struction previous te entering the workshop, as a rule
ake more rapid progress and attain'to a higher stand.

ard of skili than those niiteut such training. :This
lact ges te prove that the tendency of the training lu
te increase te number of highly skillei mechanics
rather than t creante botches. But supposing the renult
should be the reverse of this, union men who are skilled

mechanics would net suifer in consequence, for the sim.
pie reason that a boitch an never do the work ofia skilled
mechanic.

Unfortunately, the labor organiations have devoted
aIl tieir attention to securing for their members the
largest possible remuneratien for the toast ameunt of
work, regardless of whetier they are botches or skilled
workmen. No effort bas been made te elevate the
standard et workmansilp No standard of worknaan-
ship is required as the condition of membership in the
organization. The declaration of American indepen-
dence begins with the statement that ail men are bora
free and equat. ITe rades organizations appear te
work on the principle that ail men-mechanics at teast
-are equal in Choir capabilities, uni continue to be se
during their lifetime. A standard of wages is fixed for
ail alike. No encouragement is offered te a mon te
strive to excel in the particular trade in which ho may
be engaged. For this reason we find about as many
botch workmen in the membership of the labor organ.
lrations as out of it. Manual training in the schools
might be expected to assaist in developing a class of
educated echanics whose skill would entide them to
supplant many indifnerent workmen.of the present day
who claie first-class remuneration for their services, net
bareuse of their ability te earn it, but because they are
members of a labor organization which demands Ciat
they shall have it.

A representative body of workingmen is certainly the
leat quarter frome which opposition should come te a
mevement which bas as lis object the imparting of a
class of knowledge calculated ta prove of practical
benefit te the boys and girls whose circumstances in lite
or whose naturel inclinations and adaptability destine
that they shail engage in mechanical pursuits. As we
pointed out in these columes recently, the class of in-
strtction heretofore given te the pupils et our public
schools has tended te overstock the ranks of the pro-
tessions ut the expense of mechanical pursuits. Ye tthe
moment lhat an attempt is made te correct the errer,
the persons whose children would b mont benefitted
thereby are the fiost to throw obstacles in the way. We
con only inter tait they would ralter see their children
struggling te attatn a bure livelihood as lawyers, doctors
or some titer " genteel " calling than eaming a com-
petency in the less crowded through humbler pursuits of
lite.

We are net surprised ihat the Minister of Education
romains unconvinced by such short.sighted reasoning.
We hope thaï ho wil persevere in bis purpose, in which
cane no one wl be less iable te sunfler injury than ithe
working mechanic.

WOOD FOR DECORATIVE PURPOSES.I T is evident that mach as ne know about woods
there yet remains mach te luea ltat may b of

value in the arts, says an exchange. The secret ofmak.
ing good venners whici will not warp is only now b.
coming kmnon, and ontil lately it was considered im.
possible te emboss wood ; but now beautiful embossed
panels, whose work resembles carving and whose rich-
neu compaces favorably with the most costly art, are
found in many places. In these the original patteros
are carved by hand, and ftrm these molds are made on
which the wood ls placed afer being properly ofltened.
The wood in these molds is thon submitted te 25o
degrees ofheat and subjected togreat pressure. Such a
pressure effectually prevents ail sbrinkage. Wood may
be cut as thin as the 3eoth part of an. inch, but in this
sitt l net eful. s LThat whicn is cut te the thickiness
of the teotit or the îSoth part of an inch and lied siwith
paper is used for tte decoration of wals ani ceilings.
This neither shrinks ner swells, there net being enough
ofit fo the ateospihere to lay bold of. If it is desited
te place such a veneer epon a alil, ail boles and cracks
must b Ailied with planter Of Paris, and being gie
sihed, the wal is ready for the wod In panels. The
veneers are made damp with a preparation of glycerine
and water which sofenflns Item, and when dried leaves
them pliable. A checkerboard pattera of cured maple
is about as thick as a piece of cardboard. To produce
this, strips of wood are first- woven i and out and then
ubjected te heat and pressure, which maeesa smooth
body, varied in bue as if it were made of two inblds of
Wood..
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TORONTO BOARD OF TRADE BUILDING
COMPETITION.W E bave received froms the

Secretary of the Toronto
Board of Trade a circular in regard
to the competition which reads as

The Committee, by and with the
advice of their proféssional adviser,
have decided, in accordance with
suggestions or requests of competi-
tors, te amend the conditions of
competitionn inthe following re.
spects;:

1. The party wal on the asrtrn
side of the lot to be disregarded,

and a new watt built entirely independent of it.
2. The point of sight indicated on the plan already

funmished te be changed, and to be taken aI a distance
of 2oo feet fres the angle of the lot, ear the western
corner of the custoem bouse.

3. The perspective te be set up from a one-elgth
scale instoad of from a one-guartr scalr plan, as asked
for in the conditions.

4. The Committee's professional adviser reports as
follows: "l l scees te me tat paper a8 taches by 26,
as required in the programme (net 36 as your cerres.
pondents erroneosaly quote il), is amply large for ail
these purposes. It allows a tower zoo feet high ; if a
higher tower is to be shown the upper part can be drawn
ona flap. Moreover, ail theplans, except perhaps those.
of tb basement and first storey, can be shown two on a
sheet, if desired. I should notrecommendlarger paper.
It is essential te the convenient bandling and examina.
tien of the drawings that they shali be made on as smai
sitees as possible. Moreover if ail the plans are on
one sheet, as suggested, it is an Inconvuenience to the
architects, as only one or two men can work on Item at
a lime. Besides, it is a bad plan te change the con.
ditions at this time without necessity?

OFFICE EXERCISE.

W Hg LE a pair of dumb-bells or clubs or sonme
form of gymnastic apparatus is occasionally to

be faund in a business office they are usaually provided
by sause one for bis ptnvale use, and though doubtless
ellicient in promoting ieaith and vigor as far as used,
the office as Luge profils but little by themt, and the
valuable stimulus of emulation îs alont wholly lest. As
a raie if gymnastic exorcises are permitted at ail they
are rather tolerated than encouraged, and for an em.
ployer toprevide anything of the kind for those in his
office is very rare indeed. Se rare liat we do net ce.
msember te have heard of il.

We are, therefore, much gratified to mm ltat Burs.
iatm & Root, nrchitects, of Chicago, bave set a mest
comendable example in this respect by fitting up a
large rmom in their suite of offices as a sort ofgymnasium.
in response t an inquiry, they say; "Il le used as a
lavators and exercise roo, and is furnished with ward.
robes Indion clubs, dumb-bells, pulting machine, toits,
etc. It basa gond effecton the bealth and spirits of our
boys," and they add, "I who arc exceptionally gond fel.
les and deserve all one cas do for them. We have
no doubt the "boys" reciprocate the feeling, and
whether Burnham & Root in fitting up tiis room were
induenced by pure disinterested benevolence or an
intelligent self-interest, or a wise combination of lite two,
we believe they will find it merely fram a business point
of view a vert profitable investment.

The resties discomfort which cornes from long stoop.
ing over a desk or compressing one's liver for hours on
the edge ef a drawing board, tsapt to see relief in sky-
larking or idleness, or if the conscious clher odraughts.
manitill sticks te bs work it is with reluctant fingers
and beclouded bran, and the "output" dteriorates
boit i quality and quantiity.

In such a case lire or ten minutes' brisk use of the
clubs or chest weights Wil accomplist more titan an
hou's skylarking or any amount oflonfing. It bas a
wenderilbly gond cffet In quickening the stagnant car.
culation, and a clear head and strong hand tae up the
work ithla renewed viger.

Itis surprising what a fite vigerous exercise will
accomplish i systemtically taken. A ftw minutesonce
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