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arbitration was in our opinion not a wise procedure.
Apart from the question of wages, the unions want to
bave a hand in regulating the employers’ shops, The

latter insist that so long as they pay the salaries they in- -

tend 1o manage their affairs in the way that seems to
them best. This we think they have a perfect right to
do. The members of the union may refuse to work for
an employer who thus insists upon being the sole man-
ager of his business, but they have no right to interfere
as they are said to be doing with workmen who are
satisfied to receive their wages and leave their employ-
ers 10 do the managing. A couple of the strikers have
been heavily fined by the .police magistrate for alieged
intimidation of workmen brought from other cities to fill
the positions which they had vacated. Our sympathies
in this instance are with the strikers; as we cannot see
from the evidence wherein the intimidation took place.
Since the decision of the police magistrate, however,
some of the strikers appear to have resorted to intimida-
tion and even to violence in order to prevent the em-
ployers from carcying out their contracts, The fact that
the workmen imported by the masters have had to be
guarded by the police, does not reflect much credit upon
the methods of the strikers, nor does it tend to arouse
public sympathy in their behalf., In conflicts with the
employers the unions should discard physical viclence
- and the boycott as likely to defeat vather than promote
the objects they have in view, Since the above was
written the steam fitters have joined in the strike, and
the situation is thus made worse than before.
ense——e—
'HE Toronto Trades and Labor Council has reso-
lutely set its face against the movement to in-
struct the pupils of the public schools in the rudiments
of practical mechanics and in the use of tools. The
Council recently appointed a deputation to wait on the
Minister of Education to end: top de him not
to cavry out the propasal. The result of the interview is
thus stated in the Committee’s report to the Council :—

“ Your committee, as per instruction of your body ata
recent meeting, secured an interview with Hon, G. W.
Ross, Minister of Education for the Province of Ontario,
for the purpose of laying before him the views of your
body resp this proposed scheme for introd
manual traming in the public school system, witha com-
mencement in the Provincial Mode) Scheol at Toronto,

Your were d with that y and
y istic of that h bl i! and
at his i each ber of the d , which

included the president of your body, spoke his views on
.the subject, and in opposition thereto. During the two
hours’ discussion of the question in all its phases every
feature of the proposed movement on the part of the
Ontario G ived ample id , and
during which the honorable the Minister of l?.ducauon,
while holdng strongly 1o his eontenuon that no injury

with mechani was intend-
ible through thei ion, affirmed
his adherence, for the time being at least, to his own
view of the subject.  Your committee, failing to convince
him of the soundness of the views of your bady, or those
of your commiittee, in opposition to the manual training
feature already referred to, and, being still satisfied that,
if inaugurated, a course of manual training, as outlined
by the Minister of Education, will result in no good at
all commensurate with the amount of certain harm inan
aggravated form which must ultimately ensue to all who
live by mechanical callings in Ontario, unhesitatingly
recommend that every Iegmmate effort be put forth by

ded i

mechanics would not suffer in consequence, for the sim-

ple reason that a botch can never do the work of a skilled

mechanic.

the labor have devoted

all their attention to securing for their members the

largest possible remuneration for the least amount of

work, regardless of whetber they are botches or skilled

workmen. No effort has been made to elevate the
ot hip. No dard of worl

ship i is required as the condition of memberslnp m the
i The declaration of A

Unfe 1

dence begins with the statement that all men are bom )

free and equal. The trades organizations appear to
work on the iple that all hanics at least
—are equal in theiv capabilities, and continne to be so
during their lifstime. A standard of wages is fixed for
all alike. No encouragement is offered to a man to
strive 10 excel in the particular trade in which he may
be engaged. For this reason we find about as many
botch workmen in the membership of the labor organ-
izations as out of it. Manual training in the schools
might be expected o assist in developing a class of
educated mechanics whose skill would entide them to
supplant many indifierent workmen of the present day
who claim firsi-class remuneration for their services, not
because of their ability to earn it, but becaunse they are

TORONTO BOARD OF TRADE BUILDING
COMPETITION.

E have received: from the

Secretary of the Toronto
. Board of Trade a circular in regard
to the competition which reads as
follows :

‘The Committee, by and with the
advice of their proféssional adviser,
have decided, in accordance with
suggestions or requests of competi-
tors, to amend the conditions of
. competition in the following re.
spects

1. The party wall on the eastern
side of the lot to be disregarded,
and a new wall built entirely independent of it.

2. The point of sight indicated on the plan already
furnished to be ch d, and to be taken at a distance

members of a labor which d ds that
they shall have it,

p body of worki is inly the
iast quarter from which opposition should come to a
movement which has as its object the imparting o( a
class of knowledge calculated to prove of p 1]

of 200 feet from the angle of the lot, near the westem
comner of the custom honse.

3. The perspective to be set up from a one-eighth
scals instead of from a one-guarter scale plan, as asked
for in the conditions.

4 The C { advnser reports as

benefit to the boys and girls whose circumstances in life
or whose natural inclinations aud ndap(abxli(y destine
that they shall engage in h As we

follows : [t scems to me that paper 18 nches by 26,
as nqun'cd in the prognmme (not 36 as your corres-

pointed out in these columns teoently, the class of in-
struction heretofore given to the pupils of aur public
schools has tended to overstock lhc ranks of the pro-
(essions at the exp of mech 1 its, Yet the
moment that an attempt is made to correct the error,
the persons whose children would be most benefitted

ly quote it), is amply large for all
these purposes. It allows a tower 200 feet high ; if a
higher tower is to be shown the upper part can be drawn
on a flap. Moreover, all the plans, except perhaps those -
of the basement and first siorey, can be shown two on a
sheet, if desired. 1 should not recommend farger paper.

thereby are the first to throw obstacles in the way. We
can only infer that they would rather see their child

Itis 1 to the handling and examina.
tion of the drawmgs that they shall be made on as small

struggling to attain a bare livelihood as lawyers, doctors
or some other “ genteel callmg then eaming a com-
petency in the less d through bler p of
life.

‘We are not surprised shat the Minister of Education
remains unconvinced by such short-sighted reasoning.
‘We hope that he will persevere in his purpose, in which
case no one will be less liable to sufier injury than the

- working mechanic,

WOOD FOR DECORATIVE PURPOSES.

T is evident that much as we know about woods

there yet remains much to learn that may be of
value in the arts, says an exchange. The secret of mak-

‘ing good vencers which will not warp is only now be.

coming known, and until lately it was considered im-
possible to emboss wood ; but now beautiful embossed
panels, whose work resembles carving and whose rich-
ness compares favorably with the most costly art, are
found in many places. In these the original p

sheets as possibl i€ all the plans are on
one sheet, as suggested, it is an inconvenieace to the
architects, as only one or two men can work on them at
atime. Besides; it is a bad plan to change the con-
ditions at this time without necessity,”
e
OFFICE EXERCISE.,
HILE a pair of dmnb—bells or clubs or some
form of g is lly to
be found in a business office they are usually provided
by some one for his private use, and though doubiless
efficient in promoting health and vigor as far as used,
the office at lasge profits but little by them, and the
valuable stimulus of emnlanon is almost whollylost. As
arule ifg i are d atall they
are rather tolerated than encouraged, and for an em-
ployer to provide anything of the kind for those in his
office is very rave indeed. So rare that we do not re.
member to have heard of it.
We are, therefore, much gratified to learn that Burn.
ham & Root, archn(ecls, of Chicago, have set a most

are carved by hand, and from these molds are made on

ple in this respect by fitting up a

large room in their suite of offices as a sort of gymnasium,

which the wood is placed after being properly
The wood in these molds-is then submitted to 250
degrees of heat and subjected to great pressure. Sucha

all sh ‘Wood may

your body, by seckmg lhe active it ol‘ al
labor ghout Ontario in petitioning the
Government, and Pacliament when in sessioq, and the
taking such other action as may be deemed advisable in
opposition to the adoption by law of this scheme on the
lines outlined.”

We very much regret that we  have not
before us the arg d by the deputation to
the Minister in support of their cantention that manual
training in the public schools would result in “ certain
harm in an aggravated form, to all who live by
mechanical callings.” Let us hope that they were more
logical than' the reason before given by the Council,
viz., that such lraimng wonld ‘tend 10 ; swell the ranks: of

L has

be cut as thin as the 3coth part of an. inch, but in this
state is not usefal. That whicn is cut to the thickness
of the 100th or the r50th part of an inch and lined with
paper is used for the decoration of walls and ceilings.
This neither shrinks nor swells, there not being enough
of it for the atmosphere to lay hold of. If it is desired
to place such a veneer npon a wall, all holes and cracks
must be filled with plaster of Paris, and being glue
sized, the wall is ready for the wood in panels. . The
veneers are made damp with a preparation of glycerine
and water which softens them, and when dried leaves

them pliable. A checkerboard pattern of curled maple

is about as thick as a piece of .cardboard, T produce
this, strips of wood are first: woven in and oot and then
bjected to heat'and pressure, which makes®a smooth

* botck
that youtl\s wllo have hnd the advautage of technical in-
to ing the kshop, as a rule

- make more rapid progress and ‘attain‘to a higher stand-
ard of skill than thosé ‘without such training. ' This
Inct goes to prove that the tendency of the training is
“to ‘increase the number of highly skilled mechanics

- rather than (o create boiches.  But supposing the result
- should be the reverse of this, union men who are skilled

body, varied in hue as i it were made of two kiuds of
wood. i
e
Prof, J. B, Johnson, of Wasbington University, St, Louis, siated
lhnt in the physical laboratory of that institution it is proposed tor
testson the h of vatous timbers,

It s intended 10 take these tests standard awthority for nll

enginuerln' stuciurés and for this purpose efforts are being made
10 raise from $2,500 to $5.000,

In response 1o an inquiry, they say: “Itisused as a
lavator7 and exercise room, and is fummished with ward-
robes Indian clubs, dumb-bells, pulling machine, foils,
etc. It has a good effecton the health and spirits of our
boys,” and they add, “who are exceptionally good fel.
Jows and deserve all one can do for them.” We have
no doubt the “boys” reciprorale the feeling, and
whether Burnbam & Root in ﬁllmg up this room were
infl d by pure di lence or an
intelligent self-interest, or a wise of the two,
we believe they will find it merely from 2 business point
of view o very profitable mvestment.

‘The vestless discomfort which comes from long staop-
ing over a desk or compressing one's liver for hours on
the edge of a drawing board, 1sapt to seek relief in sky-
lacking or idlencss, or if the conscious clerk or draughts-

..

- man still sticks to hus work it is with reluctant fingers

and beclouded bram, and the “output” deteriorates
both in quality and quaniity.

In such a case five or ten minutes’ brisk use of the
clubs or chest weights will accomplish more than an
hour's skylarking or any amount of loafing. It has a
wonderfully good cffect in quickening the stagnant cir
culation, and a clear head and strong hand take up the
work with renewed vigor.

Itis surpnnng what 8 Iinle vigorous exercise will

h il A few minutes once

p Y y taken.




