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are accepted by the council to furnish at the request of the court-

cil ful plans and specifications and detail drawings necessary to

enable the contractor ta erect and complete tbe building, which
are t0 becoîne the property of the council on their paying the ar-
chitect two per cent. of the $32,oao, less wbatever sum he may
be awarded by the council as a prize for bis plan, and ever ardui-
tect subiniitting plans shall be considered as submitting the same
subject la this condition, and in case of bis failure to furnisb such
plans, specifications and detail drawings within one month from
demand made by council he shall forfeît any prize ta which he

may have become entitled for his plan.
March î8tb, 1898.

RICHARD SANDERS, Esg.,
Chairman City Hall Comniittee, St. Thomas, Ont.

DEAR SIR,-I amn instructed by the Council of the Ontario Asso-
ciation ai Architects ta send Yeu the enclosed Conditions of Coin-
petition which have been adopted by the Association as a
standard of fair conditions, and ta respect fully advisc you that the
conditions of campetition for the St. Thomas new City Hall, whicb
have recently been received, are net such as ta induce the best
class ai architects ta enter the competition.

The requirement ai complete specifications for eacb t rade imn-
plies aIso drawings sa complete that the time fram March 14th,
when the conditions werc received, ta April î4th, when the draw-
ings must be sent in, is not sufficient ta allow for making the work
required ta be bona fille as intendcd by your committce.

There is no provision made for judgment of the plans by a
persan ai professianal training and experience, and without such
provision there is no certainty that the best plan will be known ta
be the best.

There is noa provision made for secrecy as ta the autharsbij, ai

the plans, withaut whicb, even with the best intentions on the part
oi the promoters, there is no g-uarantec af a perfectly unbiased
judgment ai the merits oi the plans.

The commission offéred is not sufficient ta make it worth wvhile

for an arcbitect in gaod practice ta do the work, even apart irom
the risks ai a competitian.

The Council ai the Association will be glad ta give you any as-

sistance necessary ta mnakc a campetitian which will be acceptable
ta the better portion ai the profession, and have instructed me ta
offer Yeu their services and assure you that the întcrcsts oi the
public and that ai the profession are anc in a matter ai this kind.

Public buildings ougbt ta be canvenient and attractive, but they

can only be made so b>' putting their design into the bands ai a
good man. The saine mass ai materiaks becames cubher a gond
building or a poar anc according ta the skill oi the architect who

plans it. For this reasan, good work is wortb ils price. But
more than this, want ai skill always means waste ai maney, and
ta make your competition an inierior campetition, invalving the
choice ai an inferiar architect, means nat only a loss in the quality
ai the building erected, but an actual outlay which the saving
effected by reducing the commission paid is not likely ta caver.
Sa that Yeu are likcly in the end ta spend mare moncy rather than
less, ta bave certainly more trouble and, fornt aIl, a worse building.

I remain, yours truly,
W. A. LANGTON, Registrar.

Marcb î9 th, 1898.
W. A. LANGTON, EsQ.,

Registrar O. A. A., Toronto, Ont.

DEAR Si,-ln answer ta yaur favor ai March î8tb, re campe-
tition ai city hall plans 1 beg ta say that wvben the committee pre-
pared the information ta send ta architects they did nlot know that
your Association had any standard conditions ai competition. 1
they had known that such was the case il is likely that they would
have taken thein into their serious cansideration, but as a certain
amaunt oi the time bas now elapsed, and as yau say it is too short
anyway, I do net sec that anytbing can now be donc ta imprave
the matter.

There bave been a large number ai applications for the condi-
tions, and as yet only two arcbitects bave raised any abjections.
As ta tbe question ofijudgment ai thc plans that may be considcrcd
later on by the cammittee, and probably the advicc ai your Asso-
ciation may be asked for.

Vaurs truly,
RICHARD SANDERS, Chairman ai Committee.

RICHARD SANDERs, Esg., ac2nd18.

Chairman New City Hall Committee, St. Thomas, Ont.

DEAR SiR,-ln reply ta your letter ai March i9 tb, 1 regret that
Yeu flnd yourself unable ta amend your conditions ai competition.

It will give me pleasure la report ta the Council ai the Associa-

lion the goad wilI shown in your letter and thie suggestion that
yau may wish ta ask their advice wben it cames te the judgrnent
ai the plans, but regret that 1 can anly iniarin you that it will be
impassible for the Council ta take part in the affairs ai a competi-
tien wbich is nat acceptable accarding ta the standard flxed by
the Association. V'aurs truly,

W. A. LANGTON, Registrar.

The names of the follawing architects have recently
been published in the daily press, as having submitted
drawings in the competition : N. R. Darrach, two sets;
J. Z. Long & San, three sets; E. T. MacDonald, New
York ; A. W. Rush & Son, Grand Rapids, Mich.;
Wilkinson & Stewart, Montreal; Radins, Garrett &
Cellar, Detroit ; Harry J. Powell, Stratfard ; Thos.
Kennedy & Son, Barrie; Robt. Thom Brooks, Detroit;
Gea. R. Harper, Toronto ; Geo. Craddlock, London.

It is announced that the counicil have accepted the
plan submitted by Mr. Darrach, and that the second
prize has been awarded to Messrs. J. Z. Long & Son.

STRATFORD CONI PrFTITON.

The conditions drawn up by a joint committee, called
the Market and Police Citizens' Committee, consist in

the first place of a specification of space ta be occupied,
cost, accommodation and material. Then follow these
conditions under a separate heading called IlTerms of
Competition. "

Twa sets ai plans will be sclected, anc for the restoratian ai the
aid building and anc for the erection af a new building.

If the arcbitcct furnishing such a plan and the Market Cammitte
can agrcc opon the terins upon whicb the architect's work is ta be
donc, be wîll be engaged ta furnish alang with soch plans the
necessary specifications and such details as will enable the differ-
cnt classes ai tradesmen intelligently ta tender for the work ta be
donc.

In the event ai iailing ta agrce uîpon terms, the commiltec may
discard for that reasan the plan selected and take the ane ncxt
most suitable or advertise for anotlier.

Upon agreement between the commiîttp and any such corn-
petitar, the plans and specifications aforesaid wvill be supplied and
tenders got for the wark, and plans with tenders be submittcd ta
the ratepayers for their choice bctwccn thc plan for restaration
and that for new building at the time ai voting for thie by-law
autbonizîng the issue ai debentures for building or testoration.

If eithcr plan is adopted by the ratepayers, the architect wvhose
plan is sa adopted will be retaincd as architect for the furnishing
ai iortber plans and detail drawîngs and superintendence ai the
work upan the terins agrced upon as aloresaid.

In sucb event, the architect whose plans bave been sa selected
but rejected by the ratepayers will receive the sum ai $2oo. In
the event ai bath plans bcing rejectcd b>' the rat epayers by the
defeat ai the by-law, the sum ai $300 will be cqually div îded be-
tween the arcbitect whosc plans bave been submittcd for thc
approval ai the ratepayers aiorcsaid. (There is evidently Itre a
typcwriter's errar.)

-The following is the carrespondence between the
Registrar of the Ontario Association of Architects and
the chairman of the Market and Police Committee :

May 5th, 1898.
GEORGE F. INGRAM, EsQ.,

Chaîrman Market and Police Committee, Stratiord. Ont.
DEARSIR, I have been rcquested bya memberoitheAssociation

ta send yeu the enclased Conditions ai Competitian, which bave
been adopted by this Association as a standard ai sucb conditions,
and ta reqoest that yeu read thein with a view ai amending, if it
is not toa late, your conditions oi campetitian, so that in essentials
the>' may not faîl below this standard.

I trust you ma>' not consider my intervention an impertinence,
as 1 bave no doubt yau desire ta malte a campetitian which will
secure a good design for your building, and in wniting ta Yeu I
represent a number af arcbitccts ai the best standing, wha would
be glad ta contribute plans if the competitian can be made such as
ta ensure the selection ai the best plan and fair treatinent ai the
architect.

The conditions I enclose were dra wn up so as ta caver the most
important campetitions, and there are a number of clauses devoted
ta making a fair judgment easy b>' enforcing uniiormit>' in the


