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days about things far  beyond the Ama',ter_la'.
ter-o’-fact as-we nineteenth century people are, we have no
end of a hankering after the mysterious. With all the pas-
sion with which the.modern female loves “a wee mystery,”

dozs the modern thinker—male and female—delight in a -

“Dbig” mystery. - We have not yet reached that - state of
mental ecstacy which can only be achieved by sitting for
days l~oking at the pownt of one’s nose and thinking of
nothing, but we delight to-occupy, ourselves with problems
which are generally equally effectlve so far-as practical
results are concerned. .
* * *
NDIRECTLY, oi course, good results are often attained.

Students of psychics, for instance, may fail to discover
one authentic case of a ghost being composed of anything
but flesh, blood and pillow-cases; but the mental discipline
astending the pursuit more than pays for the necessary
expenditure of labor and gaz—of several brands.  Another
and very valuable result is the kind reminder which such
studics afferd that, all belief to the contrary, we shrewd lat-
ter-day pcople do not know it all, that we are and are
likely to remain ignorant of much more than e know. And,
be:ides, such studies are interesting just because, as has
be :n ramarked, we so dearly love a mystery.

' * * 2]

T was no doubt upon such considerations that some of

the most prominent of LEnglish thinkers some years
agr formed the Socicty for Psychical Research, whose
objects, shortly stated, are to study by personal research
and the collection of exisiing materials such questions as
the influence of mind upon mind, hypnotismi, mesmerism,

yo'-

obody in particular, which is as follows :—

" more questions, but don’t be afraid of hxm.
flesh-and blood

IS can hardly be called an other-worldly age, but
the minds of men are very deeply stirred in these .’
Mat- "«
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appantlom, spiritualistic phenomena, etc., etc. The Eng-
lish Society has been a great success, and includes among
its members such yen as Gladstone, Ruskin, Tennyson,
and a host of leading politicians, literary men and clergy-
men. For some reason the American Society, which was
more recently formed, has so far been less successful ; but

. it has-sustained‘a:fresh impetus by the appointment of Pro-

fessor Wm. James of ‘Harvard University to collect and
classify the required data. _In the interests of Science and
its never-to-be-despised ally,-—fun, SUNBEAMS has pleasure
in  giving ‘the’ widest possible. Canadian circulation to
Professor James” question to the world" in general and
“ Have you
ever, when completely awake, had a vivid 1mpr.essnon of

seeing or being touched by a living being or inanimate

object, or of hearing a voice ; which impression, so far
as you could discover, was not due to any external phy-
sical cause? ” Don’t send your answers to SUNBEAMS but
to Professor James. He may follow them up with some
He at least is

k * %

~SUI\BE ‘\MS hopes very much that the pr&:sent: investi-

gation may bring to light at least one instance of an
uncanny "’ manifestation to a physically’ healthy and men-
tally sane person right here in Canada, and not, as is gener-
ally the case,to an individual whose name can be found in no
dnrectory and whose town is disregarded by every map.-Its
liopes are greatly encouraged by the fact, that the American
Society has just had added to its membership another
man of distinction in the person of ‘that student of things

- material and immaterial, Mr. Ernest J. Craigie, the “apos-

ue” of Spiritualism in Montreal. ‘Mr. Craigie, as the editor
of “ Brighter Spheres” by “Spmtus ” has already intro-
duced to Canadians a departed gentleman, who from
his spirit home tells, or says he does, the story of his
life—good and bad—death and aetherial perggrinations
thercafter.  After such aherculean task it should be a com-
paratively easy matier for Mr. Craigie to get Professor
James all the “ points™ he wants.
* * *
RIGHT'ER SPHERES,” by the way, is a book well
worth reading. Besides being the first literary pro-
duct of Canadian spiritualism, it is a book sufficiently novel
and interesting to descrve general perusal. SUNBEAMS won’t
say that it swallows every thing thatis in the book, neither
will it affirn that it has the greatest admiration for Mr.
“Spiritus ™ either alive or dead—to be candid, it has rather
a prejudice against invisible intelligences, of modern date
at least—Dbut it fails to understand what object men of Mr.
Craigic’s standing could have in perpetrating such a prodi-
gious fraud upon the public as the falsity of “E. J. C.’s”
preface would involve. Read and judge for yourself.
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