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PUBLIC ACCOUNTANCY IN THE UNITED
KINGDOM.

Statutory Registration of Practitioners at Conference of
Incorporated Accountants.

The recent legislative privileges conferred upon the
Ontario Institute of Chartered Accountants, embodied in the
Act of 1008, has attracted considerable attention elsewhere
:mcl. is likely to lead to negotiations between the several
bodies outside the province and the Ontario Council. One
of the most important clauses of the Act in question is that
Whl_(‘h provides that no person shall be entitled to use the
designation of ¢ Chartered Accountant *’ or the initials
5 ] el R AT ALY on G o any title implying that
he is a certified or incorporated accountant unless he ig 2
member of .the Institute.. This is an advance on anything
that has yet been attempted to protect the profession in the
United Kingdom, although the probability is that a similar
measure will shortly be placed upon the statute books there,.
The question was taken up at the recent Conference of In-
corporated Accountants, held in Cardiff, Wales.

An interesting article dealing with the position to-day in
the United Kingdom of the accounting profession has been
sent to the Monetary Times by Mr. Edmund Woodroffe, C.A.
(Canada), the representative in England of the Ontario In-
stitute of Accountants. It was originally contributed to the
Hornsey Journal, and is republished with the permission of
the editor. Mr. Woodroffe writes :—

Proposed Bill to Establish Register. :

The legislative policy of the Incorporated Accountants
Council . from the time of incorporation has been unaltered.
The Council is the pioneer advocate of ¢ statutory registra-
tion of public accountants,”” and its Bills in Parliament were
the first introduced. The members haveunanimously supported
the proposal to establish by Act of Parliament a register,
and election of a registrar, whose duties will be to enroll at
an appoinnted date all accountants and auditors in public
practice that establish their fitness to be placed thereon, and
prosecute all persons using the titles and initials of the
statutory  body without the required qualifications of the
registered public accountant. The banquet in London
brought the policy into the stronger light of the City and
Metropolitan notice, and impetus was given to the Society’s
policy by the advocacy of eminent public men and Colonial
statesmen, and the presidents of the English and Scottish
Institutes of Chartered Accountants. The address of the
President upon the position and progress of the accountancy
profession during the twenty-one years from 1885 to 1906 con-
tained sufficient criticism to focus attention upon the neces-
sity of legislation, which alone can place the practice of ac-
countancy upon the professional level of the practitioners of
law and medicine.

Recessity for Restrictions.

The creation of a register would undoubtedly confer privi-
leges that the public accountant and auditor does not pOSsess
to-day, but disciplinary penalties, and a roll from which the

names of auditors and accountants could be struck off upon

proof being given to the Courts of unprofessional conduct,
would be a fair price given to the public for the restriction
granted against non-qualified auditors and pseudo account-
ants. To clarify the status and qualifications of accountants
seeking election as auditors to public companies and munici-
palities, and competing for the accounting work of private
business firms and traders, is a necessity in these days of
commercial competition and long credits. The daily work of
the Law Courts reveals bankruptcies of traders who evade
close investigation by failing to keep even fairly accurate
records of their reckless trading. The appointed auditors
of limited companies in some cases have had no knowledge
of figures or the art of book-kgeping. The knowle_d_ge of
municipa lelective auditors, appointed by the votes of a hand-

ful of ratepayers and indifference of the remainder, is often-

times of the most elementary nature, and, in instance's known,
have reduced the elective-auditor system to an expensive farce,

No Need for the Unqualified.
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