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Before I commence my lecture, 1 shouid
lîke te express my very great thanks 10
you for, in the firbt place, inviting me te
corne here, and, secondly, for your turn-
ing out thîs evenîng te bear a lecture
%vhich, though 1 hope it may be interesi-
ing te you, you came here takinz your
chances upon, se 10 speak, not knowing
what the result mîght be.

I see that the lecture has been adver-
tized as being on "The Franco-Prussian
Campaign." 1 arn afraid that titie is, per-
baps, a litîle too extensive for the lecture
1 shahl be able te give Ibis evening. In
fact, when 1 cali t10 mmd the magnitude
of the subject, 1I must ask your indul-
gence if Mny îask be inadequately per-
formed. To enter into a reaily satisfact-
ory stLdy of Ibis great struggle, and te
dîscuss ail that arises from it, would take
a ionth of evenings lîke this. Wiîhin
the limits of onîe short lecture I can only
deal with one portion of the war, and 1
shahl confine nîy remarks Ibis evening 10
that period between July 17 and Septeni-
ber 1, 1870, tbat is, the period from the
outbreak of hostîlities 10 the downfall of
the Empire at -Sedan, That peîiod is
ieally the main portion of the war, and
also that from which the mnost valuabie
strategical lessons are te be derived ; and
at ils conclusion Fiance was prosîrale at
the feet of Germany.

Before goîng on te the actual lecture
iilf, i Cel bound to recognize the tact
that tiiere are a certain numnber of officers
bere oC Freuch-Canadian origin, who,
though fully loyal to the British flag, yet,
in case of war between France and Ger-
înany, their sympathies wouid naturaily
be with France. 1 wish te apologize to
them (laughîer) for having on thits occa-
siont te show up France in raîher an un-
favorable light ; but 1 am sure they will
acqluit me of any bias in the niitter. I
arn simpiy here te state facts as they oc-
curred, and really cannaI be responsible
for the course of hisîory.

Before turning te the actuai hostilities,
1 wîli run through a brief sketch of the
political situation before the wvar broke
out. France and Prussia had lonv been
rivais. The memnories of the Napoieonic
era ranked very deeply in both nations.
Prussia was anxious te wipe ouI the nme-
maries of jena and the numerous lunes
Naîpoleon had almost destroyed her. On
the other hand, France had very vivid
recollections of 18 14, and sortie of 18 1 i aI
Waterloo, and she was anxious that these
memiories should be wiped oui. Furîher,
the success of French arms in the Crimea
in 1854, and Itaîy in 1859, had led the
Frencli nation 10 suppose that her mili-
tary star was once more in the ascendant;
and she hoped ho wipe oui past memiories
of Waterloo. The lesser war of i 866-
I'russia againsi Austria-in wvhich ii
Prussian arms were brilliantly successful,
was a Most unpleasant exainple to the
French nation* of the efficiency of the
Prussian forces ; and from that lime
France becaine jealous of J'russia grow-

ing in military power. Frori 1866 to
1870 it is no exaggeration to say that
l'rance was provoking a war, but was flot
preparing for il ; whilst Prussia was pro-
testing, but was at the saine time steadily
and silently preparing fur the great
struggle. At the beginning of 1870 the
feeling between the two countries was
running very high, and, althougb Prussia
was anxious to avoid war, France was
bent on provoking it, and finally ber
action resulted in hostilities.

The ostensible pretect for war was a
ridiculous one The French goverfinent
objected to the candidature of the Prince
of Hohenzollern for the Spanish throne,
and the King of irussia, as he was then,
King William, gave his consent to the
withdrawal of the candidature, which was
done. France, flot satisfied wîîh this, de-
rnanded that, whatever occurred in the
future, the King of Prussia should neyer
favor the candidature of the Prince of
Hohenzollern for the Spanish throne.
The government oC Prussia could not be
dictated to in ibis way, and refused 10
discuss the question, and the French
mînîster, Benedetti, lefi Berlin on Juiy
131h, 1870. Warwasdeclared on the 17911,
and the declaraton was received in B3erlin
on the i9gth. The French nation went into
this war with a light heart. The Chamber
votecl $îoo,ooo,ooo for the iînmediate
prosecution of the war, and the French
Prime Minister Ollivier and the Minister
of War Le BSeuf assured the people that
every man was ready down to, the iast
button on the last man's gaiters. 'rhe
cry ail through France was " To Berlin!"
Naturally, ail Europe was in.-pressed
with it, and conciuded that France wouid
assume the offensive and invade Ger-
miany. When the French declared war
they cotinted largely on the iwant of co-
operation between South Geîmnany and
1>îussia. Now Germiany is a united em-
pire, but then North Germany was the
Kingdorn of Prussia, and there were a
number of states in South (;errnany--
Baden, WVurtemberg, etc.--each with ils
own king. So ar as internai affairs were
concernied, these states were not in close
synpathy wiîlî Prussia, and France cal-
cvlated on the fact of these jealousies,
and that probabiy Souh Germiany would
remnain neutral, and that she would only
have to deal with Prussia. The first sur-
prise came when the South German
states threw in tîhir lot with Lrussia and
stood unîîed in the face of the comrmon
enenîy. 'fnis lad one effect, it gave
France a larger field of attack ; it gave
hier South Cerinany as well, and so laid
open the %vhole country.

The Frenchi were really in no condition
for wvar ai ail. In the first place. îhey
were hopelessly inferior in nutubers.
France, at the beginniîg of August, 1870,
could not put more thap 260oooo efficient
troops mbt the field, besides which she
had about 300,000 reservcý; ; but 2ôoooo
troops werc ail that were avaîlable. TFhe
Prussians could put, ai least, 460.000
re,,uIar troops in the field, and had
700,000 reserves behind. Now, turning
lu other ponts of the French arrny, and
taking, first of ail, their arnms, thei r rifle,
the chassepot, %vas undoubtedly superior
to the Cermnans' neeclle-gun ; but iheir
artillery was inerior 10 that of the Ger-
mans in condition and eficiency. 1The
National Guards were simply an armed
log, and the regular army was. weakened
by the great prefèrences for substitutes,
men in the ranks being able to purchase
substitutes. l'lie ranks were thus filled
witlî men not fit for the work. It is an
untlenîibice fact that the French officers
%vere inferior. owing 10 politicai and social
reasons ; they àad flot that moral tone
which inspired the confidence of tlhe men,
and they wcre filled with over.weening,
selCesteem and contempt for the GJer-

mans, besides whicli their min had
practically no confidence in them, as was
shown throughiout the war. The organ.
ization of the French forces was about as
bad as il could be. The first îhing they
suffered from was over- centralization.
When the order to mobîlize went out
there were no sutiabie raîiways to trans-
port the men fromn the interior 10 the
frontier. There were four lines of rail.
way running altogether ; but tbey were
simpiy commercial railwatys, and were
uîiavailable for the French system of
mobilization, under wvhich there were
large depots of stores in the interior and
large forces near the frontier. The men
forming the arm)y iived in different parts
of the country, and were forwarded by
rail 10 the frontier, wbere they were sup-
posed 10 be servect witb accoutrements
food, etc., and to be sorted o'ut mbt their
different ranks. Il might have corne all
right in lime ; but hopeiess confusion
resulted. Men on arriving at Metz found
their boots were at Sîrasburg, and thîngs
which should have been atThionville were
found at Nancy. The staff officers were
inefficient, and were giving contradictory
orders; nmen were wandering aimnlessly
about in ail directions, and btCî're the
end of Juiy il became evident that the
French armny was quite incapable of
taking the offensive, and was quite
infernor in numbers.

Over the whole period fronm 1866 on-
wards the Germans had been preparing
for tbis great war, and every detail had
heen worked out. At tbe end of 1868 and
begînning of 1869 Von Moltke issued a
memorandum for a possible catnipaign
against France, drawiniz up in detail the
movemenîris of every man, pracîicaily, and
including time-tables of every train. \Var
wvas practically declared on July 16, and
on that date a single message, " Crede
mobile," was flashed over the wîres al
over Germany, and within two hours ibis
vast machine was put in motion. These
tvo words lighted the train, and within
the period Jtily 16-23 mobilization wvas
comieted in every detail. Froîn Julv
23rd t0 August 2nd, the concentration if
the troops by rail took, place. The arr-ny
corps were mobilized in their own districts,
and were transporied to the frort. In i hat
period the German forces Of 460000o
were mobiized 10 the appointed rendez-
vouF.

To take thie plans of the opposing sides,
the French, in their firit light-hearted
feelings, caiculated on being able to con-
centrate with steperiority of rapîdity 10 the
Geîinans, and that this superiority of ra-
pidiîy vould enable thtin tu sturprise the
enemy. Their idea was 10 attack South
Germany first. They were going 10 mo-
bilize their arîns, consisting of seven
armny corps, in the followîng manner:
There ivas 10 be one at Strasburg, under
Bazaine, of icoo,ooo men ; i5o,ooo more
at Metz, under Marshal MacMahon, and
50,00o, under Canrobert, ai Chalons.
Their idea was that the Metz and Straw-
burg arinies shouid combine, cross the
Rhine about Carloruhe, and fail on South
(;ermany before Prussia could corne tu
uts assistance. They expecfed to easilv
overwheliii South Germany,and proposed
to operate fron thiere along the Rivtr
Niayne, anci so îurn the Germian fiank *111
exactiy a siiilar way ta vhat Napoleon
did at jena, in iSo6. Tliey then proposed
10 sîrike up to Berlin, having made terrn
with South Germany,and wou1ld only have
lrussia to deal with. 'l'le frontier forme 1.
a regular salient angle into Genmany. To
the north-east and east of France w~as the
1'alatinate and the netitral territory of
Luxemnburg, and 10 the south-east was
Switzerland. ''herefore, the possibleline
of invasion was resîricîed 10 the gap be-
tween Luxemburg and Swiîzerland. Un-
less they wished to violate the neutraiiîy


