
DOMINION MEDICAL MONTIILY
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By DRi. A. F. MCKENZIE, Monkton, Ont.

Mr. Chairiman and Gentlemen,-
As the Premier of this province bias stated bis intention of

appoiniting 'a Commrission to investigate the whole subjeet of
medicai eduication and praetice, and as our territorial represenita-
tive bas recently asked us bv, circular for an expression of our
individnai views, I consi:der the present an oýpportune time for a
discussion of the subjeet of " Legisiation concerning the right. to
practice niedicine." Mi\y objeet wiIl be to give a short sketch of
present conditions and offer some suggestions for the purpose of
drawinïg ont th(e opinions of others rather than with tbe idea that
[ bave completely soived, in mY own rnind, wbat ongbit to be done,
]et alonie wbat -u'iii be done af ter this matter bas been presented
frst before a Con-mnission and then before our Legislatuire.

I lielieve this is a snl)jeet in xvhieh, the average practitioner
takes vcry ]ittlc interest. llaving received his diplom.a, 1ie, as
a ruie, finds enoiigb difflleulty in padclliiig bis own e'anoe tbrongb
the ra ids and uddies of practice, xithont t'aking'(' inel tboliîgbt
of wblo else lias~ seeured the privilege of takiiig the sai-netrip aîid
ruinnig the saine risks ais biniseif. le votes for bis territorial
representative, pays bis tw'o dollars a vear, and is content to leave
the inatter in the banids of others. 1-il mst eonfess tbat r bave
no recolleetion of evei' baving read axer, uintil 1- unidertook tbe
preparation of this paper, the Ontario ]Nedjeai Aet.

.A conip-lete consideration of this siibjeet woiîld involve an
exainination of the verY fonndations of bumaniii governinent-
wbetber we like it or not, by whatever naine we, nav eal it.
Wbether it be the nsbering in of a bighier and better civilization,
or whetber it xvili prove to be a nexv kind of slavery, tbe îareb
of events ap-pears to be towards tbe state undertaking toe itber
perfori i-seif or to regiiatc, the perfornmance by others of uinidert
takings wbieh formeri *v xvere left to individnal option and enter-
prise. Wbat reasons are there wby the Glovernment sboinld bave
anvtbhing speciai to sa.v abolit t.bis question of medieai education,

*Read at a joint meeting or Huron and Perth Medical Associations, held
In Mitchell. July 15th, 1914.


