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A PROTESTANT POPE.

Our sage friend the Daily Witness, in
Thursday's issue, gives a pretty fair
sample of its knowledge of and methods
of dealing with certain important Catho-
lic dogmas. It tells its readers that
"niany thinking Roman Catholics saw in
the declaration of Papal Infallibility a
possible danger to the Church." And it
then asks, "what if a Protestant Pope
should arise ?" After these wise utter-
ances our religions contenporary says
that "infallibility has, however, dis-
tinctly declared that it is possible and per-
inissible for Roman Catholic children
to e brought up at common schools.'
And further it wonders how that eau be
reconcihd with the views of the general
Catholie clergy on the subject. Terrible
dilermma, indeed!

, In the firet place, as far as the dogma
of infallibility is concerned the Witness
is either cunipletely and entirely ignorant
on the subject-in whicb case it shouid
let it alone,-or else it intentionially and
niaicioisly misrepresents the question
-inl whiclh aese it belies its Christian
profeions. .lu order, once for all, that
our scimporary may have no excuse
lor niisc.nstruing then mcaning of inlfal-
libility, we will, in a few words, repeat
the exact sigiiiiention of the torn as ap-
plied t the Popn of Roume, and if, iii
future, the Witness attempts to ignore a
simple and plain statement we will be
justiiied in at-tributing. bad faith Lo that
organ.

Papal infallibility is not, as supposed
by our Protestant friends, of this century
alone: it has existed ever since the hour
vhen Christ confided to St. Peter. and
his successors the care of His-Church.
The definition of the dogma- did not
create the infallihiliiy ; the infallibility
gave rise to the definition. There are
many dogmas of the Church nudefined;
and they will remain so until tine, cir-
cumstances, and the requirements of the
age render it necessary to have them pro-
nounced. Infallibility existed just .as
certainly before, as it.does sinice, the offi-
cial promulgation of the dogmaby Pius
.X. Ho merely declared it acertainity,
that an age of'doubt and miBiepresenta-
tion mi'ht no longer baye any mniogiv-
ings on the subject. In the second place
infallibility exists only in matters of fun-
daiental doctrines-or ddgha; an.d"n.jy
wben the Pope, as Vipar cf Christ, ard
as Head of thie -Churdb, speaking e-
ccthedro declates infavor~of thie décisions
of the sacred College of Cardinals. In
niatters-of discipline, sucb as.tbe-Spbol
Question, the opeAçm nlot prtend to
infallibility. Any deg-ee of infallibility
he inay possess is merely dlue tQ bis su-
perior education, knowledge, abilitiesor

infdi-ation on the subject. In iàuing. ginates. Tyranny cannot exist, simply personification of liberality owardsthe
bis written ommunications to the faith- because no -law can emanate from. the children of a long suffering land. Werd
ful he is notnecessarily infallible, provi- sole will Of thé Sovereign, nor yet fromi Lord ,Aberdeen at home, and -in the
ded sucb communication be not the tie Lordâ; it Lmust come frôm the pe'ople Hous' of L6rds, bis voie would be raised
promilgation öf a.fundamental doctrine. through their representativesin thd-Comsand witli no uncertain'sound, wduld he7
Surely this is clear enougb. « If ,he Pope mons. Then alil anarchy, revolutionary deand the passage f a Bill destined to
were not infallible in matters of Faith, -legislation and communistic indoc- bring peace and prosperity to the land
h. would not and could not be the Vicar trinization are rendered impossible, be- he once governed o well and toéhich
of Christ; to deny his infallibility in such cause tie law coming from the people he and hi noble lady have rendered
cases, and under the guidance of the, must pas 'through the liands of the such incalculable services. But- as he
Holy Ghost, is tantamount to a denial of representatives of the privileged classes will then be silenced, as far sä nperial
of the infallibility of Christ. Conse- in the House of Lords. And all action politice are concerned, and will be active-
quently, it wa not as an infallible ex- on the part of the Lords that might tend ly engaged in continuing in Canada the
pression of the Divine doctrine that the toward injustice regarding the people isR ood works commenced by Lord Derby,
Pope wrote regarding the question at checked in the person of the Sovereign, it would be highly proper that the latter
issue;. but as a peaceable and. fallible, whose person is invested with the power should take the stand in the House f
yet supremely wise ruler and director of to sanction or to. veto- any act of legislo. Lorde wbich Lord Aberdeen woÙld have
the Cburch's discipline thathe expressed tion. Thus in the- three branches are taken werehe not cut off from all par-
himaself. the people guaranteedagainst autocratic ticipation in the affaire of legislation at

The term Protestant rope is a contra- rulings and tyranny, while the state is home. No living man ha. a better ides

diction in itself. IL is a childish and protected against extreme or revolution- than Loi-d Derby of tie advantages that

foolish expression. How could a man ary popular measures. Canada bas reaped fronm the possession

be the Vicar of Christ and Head of the Our Canadian constitution being based of self-government, and no person bas. a

Churcb, and at the same time protest upon that of ,he Mother Country we grander and'mbre' timely opportuity of
against bis own rights, privileges, prero- here enjoy the same safeguards. The utilizing such knowledge for the benefit

gatives and powers ? Again, the idea of people are represented in our Commons; of a whole people.
an "American Pope," is as silly as the the Lords are replaced by our Senate; By taking that stand in the House of

other. As well say that Canada is likely and the Sovereign exist in the person Lords, his experience from wbich he can

to bave a Canadian sovereign, because of the Governor-General-who is respon- freely speak, and -the weight of bis in-

the Queen of England is represented bere sible only to the Imperial Power, and fluence which is considerable, must
by the Governor-General. To say that who is, therefore, above aIl party feel. necessarily serve in a great measure to

the Papal Ablegate ie another Pope, is ings, inclinations or prejudices as far as tide the Bill over that most dangerous of

as ridiculous as to say that each parish Canada is concerned. Tne consequence ail the shoals it bas to meet. Doubly
priest is an Archbisbop because he repre- is that, at times, the holder of that dear and doubly beloved would he be-
sente the Arcbbishop in a section of the office is called upon to decide in weighty come; in Canada the admiration and
diocese. Such talk is mere clap-trap. matters affecting the peace, prosperity affection of the people would b. mi-
But on the really serious question of the and interest of the general public. Lord creased many fold, and in Ireland, as
infallibility we would respectfully ask Derby, during his term, had a few very well as wherever an Irish heart beats,
the Witness to either learn the meaning important duties to perform and they bis name would b cherished with a
of the dogmea or else cease dealing with a demanded a certain amount of delicacy gratitude thatwould be undying. Should
subject upon which it is evidently ignor- as well as- firmness, both of which quali- these Unes, from an humble source, ever
ant in the extreme. ties b. manifested in a striking manner come under the eye of Canada's last

and to the entire satisfaction of the Governor-General, we hope and trust

country. At the moment certain ele- that they wilt cause him to ponder
TUH E GOVERNOR-GENERIAL. ments may not have been in accord with .eriousIy over his past successes in win-

On Wednesday last Lord Derby-now his views, but time bas justified his -:ning the good wisbes of those be goverand,

ex-Governor-General of Canada-bid course and proven beyond al dispute the and bis future possaibilities in gaining

good-bye to the Capital ; on Thursday ho ewisdom of his actions. the hearts of an entire race.

said farewell to Montreal, and on Satui During bis terni Canada lost one of the WE have received quit. a nunbof
day from old Quebe, ho went on board most eminent men of the age and cer- WE hae -received quied ube
the " Sardiniai " and, amidst the boom tainly the foremost colonial statesman cf communications, from varied sources
of cantion and the cheers cf thousands, the empire, in the person of the late on the question of "school inspectorship."
he waved ajtlice to our Dominion. He Prime Minister, Sir John A. Macdonald. Fronm the bundle we have selected a

carpe herealnust five years ago, as Lord It fell to Lord Derby's lot to make choice couple which we publish in this issue.

Stanley of Prestun, h i ft us last week of a successor to the one whose person. The reason we have chosen these two is

as the Eari of Derby. Although the ality bad been so long identified with becausethewritersbothseem tohaveseiz-

terni of his office was not rmarked by an the public aflairs and the destinies of ed our idea sand express very clearly aud
exceptionally striking events in the Canada. ln se doing, under muetcon. conciselytheirviews'onthesubject.Ast.
spliere of bis duîties, still both lih and his (Iicting circunistances, the Governor- the others, the writers of tbem will un-

amiable lady, won their way to the General displayed sound judgment and derstand that to publish their -letters

the hearts of the people, and by an un- great foresight in the choice that he would occupy such a space that wo

ostentatious kindlinese, a constant atten, made. And before the close of his career would have little roon left for othier in-
tion to the requirements ol all classes in in the Dominion h was once more portant matter.
the Dominion, and by a calm, yet de- called upon to select a leader. of the A LADY correspordent has sent us
termined, exhibition of LoIeration and Government, this time to replace Sir
justice, Lord Derby gave evidence of John Abbott. Again, and even more some very- wise'and very timely sugges-
abilities and cualifications eminently pronouncedly, did Lord Derby give evid- Lions regarding the training and educa-

calculated to elevate the office he beld once of bis deep knowledge of men, the tion of young girls. We have bein

in the estimation of the public. requirements ofL.the people, and of the wavering between giving the text of the

It muet b remembered tlhat when best possible means of calming the dmirable let,et orhaeing orr e arti-

Lord Derby assuned the control of troubled -waters on the sea of politics, cles upon it. As ier correspondent

affairs in Canada, and became the repre- when he chose the present able and dis-- marks the communication privaLe we d

sentative of the Sovereign in one of the tinguisberi Premier of Canada. not feel at liberty to dake use of it as a

muost important of Great Britain's colo. Now that Lord -Derby bas left us, and letter;l a s rc ideas expressed t ere-

nies. he was called upon tu walk in the that lie returns to :bis ancesrali homesinie illIbe the source of any articles we

path trod by-vi cminrlî¶ nunrt as Lord nud to hi seit. in the Honi.'. of Lnrds of maypublish on theqiiuestin, we wish that

Dufferin and .the Marquis uf Lorne. England, we have une ruquLst L umakeothe lnyvreferred1tihl receivecredit

And yet, in bis turnt, the ex-Governor of him. Basîing bis future course, iin tho where credit isdue. Aseoon as we pcan

gave proof aiple and irrelutable, of the great arena of Iiiperial politics, upun disentangle ouirselve from a heap of

wisdom of the Imperial Parlianmtnt in his experience of Canada and the bless- sujects that have been awaiting -fair

its selection of Iuen to- Jill the high post, inge thit our people enjoy under the treatmneutfOrsome time pait, we purpce

.that fell te his lut. - Next to the Viceroy safeguards of our free constitution sud of "educatiganfor thbgirls."r matconner-
of India, the Governor.General of Canada native legislation, we would ask him nto-fectionwiththi forhje ." inich -
-is the most important representativeof put into practice the broad principles neo th tt this ses ct we ht rn-
Jite mother counutry that is sent abroad. -wbich he not only advocated but exem- m ark tha at the siondri öfae ounèil

The.a4lid costitution -of Great Britain :plified while -amongst us, by using bis of·Pbli ituWcion6vel nby H:N' 7i.'R
furnishes a trinity of Government,- con- influence in th~e'House of Lords in-secur- tMay, t wasefnovde.by His Honor,
sisting of the three important elements, ing the passage of the great Home Rule uge Betend sod byreierace
the Sovereign, the Lurds and the Com- measure for Ireland. When that Bill .re.oveg, "tht this commilt erercn-
Moris. Each is..a check upon: the others, cornes befere the House in which her as -mends. that Calesthenics be pracised in
and-. each.has its necessary part te ply the new Earl of Derby, 'will sit, bis suc.. Lhe girls' chols, and gynastics in the
in the affairs. cf. the nation. The -Ceom- cesser, Lord AÀberdeen,. aill be hailed by' b y' choos. This is also a question
mons represents the people ; and frein the Canadian people .a Lb. friend cf on icorn ëunderteeig ad
that people every ack of legilation o- berty the MY ¼ f justzige ad the is over, to have so maething Qsay.


