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" 7i%e Masonx Br.—* One good old lady . took up
' ler pdsition within a.foot of the sofa on which I was
- accustomed to lounge-during thé-extreme-heat of the day.
1 therefore could watch all. her motions without any
bl Leony here the memorandum mnde.at'the'time:
. - -« House completely built in about three hours ; diameter
 of the foundation-circle 6-8ths of aninch, height when
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completed, 6-8ths, and door or chimney projecting}

..seArealy 1-8th. . T could not decide whether. more than
ode bee was otcupied inthe construction, because they
~ are'§0 much alike ; butthere never have two appeared
“at the same time.’ When the building was finishod, it
“"\vas left for tbe remainder “of the day to consolidate, and
_.jt3oon became quite hard and dry. Next meorning, as
'$%n as the sun was up, I found the labourer of the pre-
cedding day arrive, and in her arms alongslender green
caterpillar, = She approached the open door or chimuney,
but did uot rest on it, for whi'e hovering on the win% she
~ cntrivéd to push the head of the caterpillar into the hole,
and theh gradually, and by piecemeal, to force in the
whole body.« As soon as this was fairly out of sight, she
took her departure,and in five minutes retunied with ano-
ther victim.I counted 7 of these caterpillacs pushed into the
sawe building. The eighth time she returned without a
~ caterpillar, but with a load of clay, with which iz an in-
" atant she closed up the opén door, and immediately began
to lay a new foundation. This she finished before noon,
and left it to dry for the rest of the day. Next morning 1
- ‘saw her bringing the caterpillars, but ‘did not remain to
‘count them.” .~ - :
<« 1 allowed the process to go on for four days, when
with a sharp. table-knife I removed the first nest from the
wainscot, and found the ova hatched, and the caterpillars,
in whose" bodies they had been deposited, nearly all
destroyed by the young grubs.. In the second the ova
bad not burst, and in the third the cell was guite cram-
med with the still fresh bodies of the green caterpillars.
1 found in the huts that had not been disturbed, the wall
* broken on‘owe sidé ‘or other, and that when taken down
they were quite empty. - Here then we -find the insect
first preparing.a prison for the caterpillars, in whose bodies
she deposits her ova for the purpose of being hatched,
and which bodies also supp'y the youpg with food, until
able to destroy the' wall of the building, and find nourish-
ment elsevehere.”’— Hulliday’s West Indfes..
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" Guiama-cUCcEo0 AND A WREN:—“The little wren
- which I have already mentioued, seems to be 80 aiarmed
and annoyed by what 'is here cdlled the lazy-bird (the
@uculus rufo,) that she seeks and avails herself as wmuch
as possible of the protection of man, building her nest in
the most frequented rooms of the house. One actually
hatched and reared her young brood under a table in the
mess-raom of the 25th regiment, at Eve Leary barracks,
a rcom freqnented by hundreds daily, and where noise
and oproar generally prevailed for half the might, yet
nothing seemed to disturb her. To bhang up an empty
soda-water hotiie in the open viranda is considered by
this bird as a great boon, as in it she finds a retreat which
. the “dazy-bird cannot reach; yet it is a most remarkabie
fact, that should the lazy-bird succeed in getting her egg
‘placed in the little wren’s nest, she not only hatches
it, but'is most indefatigable in procuring food for the
the ravenous maw of the alien monsier ihat has destroyed
her own nataral oftspring.
““Here, as in Eurqpe, the young of the foster-mother
. disappear as soon as the young cuckoo is hatched. Cun
-1t be a recollection of the cruel fate of her own young,
_and of “the additional labour she will have to wundergo,
" that makes herthus so persevering in her endeavours to
.. escape from the pursvit of her remorseless persecutor?
I saw a Jazy-bird to-day follow a wren into the drawing
room ‘at’ Camp House, .and was with difficolty driven oat
and prevented from taking possession of the wren’s nest.”’

EXTRAQRDINARY INSTANCE OF INSTINCT.— A

" bive of bees have made a lodgement in the north wall of
tlie dining-room, asbout six inches from the window-sill.
They'eénter” by a-small epening, which is carered by the
wi.dow-ehutter,when it is fustened back by the iren hook
that secares it; and I find that when the shutter is
firmly- hooked hack,it cornpletely obsiructs their entrance.

. Jt is not dften .however, that the servants are at
the rouble of fixing the hopk; bnat as it has been done

) :;cdu:;;llg{,e the bees must. have found it an annoyance,
- ahd, with the view of providing against it, they have sur-
“rounded thé Hole i the wall' by a ball of clay, yof the size
“of 1 hen’s;egg, which, though it does not prevent the shut®
. ter from being hooked back; keeps it at a suificient dis-

. tance Trom the.wall to permit the bees to pass easily be-

_hind'it. I ean discern' no other reasons for their having

be numerous. ~ I seidom see mors than three or four at a
time about.the entrance.. I do not think.they hive any
sting, for when I.destroyed their clay-gnard they were irri-
tated, but did not attempt to sting or molest me.”* Jb.

'INSTINCTIVE PROPENSITIES OF ANIMALS.—AL
the last meeting of the Royal Society u high:z' interesting
paper on this subject was read by Mr. Kuight. The
‘author * narrates several curious facis itlasirative of
position; viz, that the propeunsities of animals are convey-
ed to them by their predecessors, without refcrence to
education or hnhit. A terrier and spaniel, bronght upin
utter ignorance of their natural puMieits, if we be allowed
the phruse, were taken out by the author, and pluced
within sight of a pole-cat. The terrier displayed all the
symptoms of violent anger, while the spaniel looked on
with iudifference, but sprang his game the moment it was
observed. Mr Knight supposes thyt these hereditury pro-
pensities might be made to cease,an others be substi‘tuted.
The springing-spaniel, for example, probably meer
would have been heard of, had not shooting oun the wi. g
been introduced. On this point, also, the author vbserves
that the woodcock, now a very wild bird, was, sixty years
ago, on its first intrnduction amongst us, comparatively
tare ; this wildness being superinduced, as it were, by
the constant alarin in which it is kept during the shooting
season. Other tacts are given with respect to that class
of dogs called retrievers, In sportsmen’s language ; though
wholly antaught, they acted as well as the best iustructed
dogs. 'The paper terminates with a remark on the
hereditary propensities of the Norwegian pouey, which are
singularly confirmatory of the foregoing. paper by
Capt. Lloyd, of Purt Louis, was noticed. This cowm-
munication countains the result, we believe, of 50,000
observations, bzrometrical and other, made by the autbor
at the above-named place.
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MALAY BARGAINING—In their communications with
each other, the Malays are always polite, abusive lan-
guage never being employed amongst them. Every man
carries a kris at his side, ready to avenge an insult should
it be offered to him ;and the certainty of instant recourse
to this weapon, no doubt, tends ina great measure to
prevent the occurrence of upy event thut might call for
Its use.
In trading with the Mulays, an Europeanshould always
eaxdeavour to keep his temper ; which a1 ndividual not ac-
custoned to thein will sometiines find a matter of difficulty.
In making a purchase, they will offer five dollars for an
article wourth twenty ; and, shonld the vender put himscelf
in a passion, they will teuze him with like offers, in the
hope that ho will give them the goods at the cheupest rate
for the suke of gettingaway. _
Their commercial transactions being generally conducted
in places in which a number of individuals are collected
tozether,—as, for instance, in the court of the Sultan, or
at the residence of the Czpitan China,.—if secrecy should
be required, they adopt a mode of bargaining by means
of the fingers, which precludes the bystanders fron dis-
covering what 1s going on.  The parties grasp cach other’s
hands, and the porehaser makes an offer by presssing
one of the joints of the vender’s fingers, there being to
each joint a nuwmber attuched, froms one to ten; and
touching a certain part of the hand will show whether the
ofier is in tens, hundreds, or thousand. The hands of
the dealers are covered with a handerchief, so that none
of the people present can see what is going forward.
When the purchaser has made his offi r, the vender, by
another grip lets hin know what price le will tuke ; and
and thus they continue, one iocreasing his ofier and the
other lowering his demand, until the bargain is concluded
or broken off. This customn has, Ithink, been introduced
by the Arabs ; for they were alwaye the greatest adepts
atit, while the Javanese and other natives who have litile
communication with them, are unacquainted with the
method.— Earls Indian Archipelago.
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Mrsery oF AMErIcAN Sraves.—\We visited the
negro quarter, a part of the estate which filled me
with disgust wherever 1 went. It ie something between a
haunt of monkies and u dwelling-place of human beings.
The natural good taste so remarkable in free negroes is
here extinguished. Their small, dingy, untidy houses,
thgir cribs, the chidren crouching round the fire, the
animal deportmnert of the grown-up, the brutish chagrins
and enjoyments of the- old, were all loathsome. There
was some relief it seeing the children playing in the sun,
and sometimes fowls clucking and -stratting round the
houses ; but otherwise a walk through a lunatic asylum is
far less painful than a visit to the slave quarter of an estate.
"The children are left daring working hours in the charge

3 ghias RPN . g . v . . Mr. Bailantyne said, he { the liked F.
placed this-balFof elay over their entrance, unless it is 1o | of 2 women ; and théyare bright, and brisk, and ) 1€ suppased the negro liked Fang
prevent ;fm;&g&aﬁvw into the hole when it is not | enough for the seasou): howevger slow tmsd s::pidmgg ;’eer dm:u{fz;‘““g. and as he was accused of so crime, not

. protecte ﬂl‘:';‘,fi'“p’i; In ei‘hg" case, we have here a { may be destinned to become.— Miss Martineau. la::; “ ree i to go back ; he was perfertly free in §
vonderfabiéizample of the' power of instinet. ' 1 have twice| - o - ' o ) '

" remuve ail oi cidy,; but bave’alwaysTourd it restor-] ' ' ’ . : | \
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indeed, nll things considered, it is perhups aurpriainﬁ' Al
the object should not huve been effected many years ago
Steam bouts of a peculinr construction are now. building:s
New York, for the packet service between thut port and:s
'Liverpool; and another. is coustructing at Blackwal] for am:

Euglish company, who do not,however anticpate that w;;p@
shall be able to- ecommence operutions before the a'piingﬁdf—*
18388. Meanwhile a steamer plies regularly between Lumf%
don and Jamuica. It Bus performed the trip sevemf:?
tinses, although the fact bus attracted vory little attenfion, 2
A~x Awxwarn Dirpusa, 17 TRUE.—When 8i 2
Franciz Burdett was in the zenith of his popularity, ands
just after he first became the represantative for the city.” ¢
of Westminister,some of his honest constitutents, who are. &
known, issued a bill in the form of a Bank of England.“i
note, on which was inscribed a‘‘promiseto pny the beurer,
on demand, the sum of £1000, when Sir F. Burdett- -
ceuses to be n patriot and an honest man.”* It is said °
that some of those nates are in tlie possession of indivi. |
duals, who intend suing the issuers for the amount, the -
baronet having become an upostate, and a most dishonewt -

political character.—Bath Guardian.
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DuELLING 18 FrRANCE.—In consequence of the fata}
termination of a duel that took place lust year between
M. Prestut, now a sub-licutenantin one 03 the regiments .
in Africa, und a M. Hans, both at that time in the Poly. ¢
technic School, and in which the latter wus killed, the =
mother of M. Hans, a widow, brought an action agaiust
his adversary for a compensution for herloss. “The case
was heard last week before the Tribunal de Premiere
instance, and Lieut. Presiat was adjudged by the Court
to pay the widow an annuity of 800 francs for her lifo.
'This example might be happily followed in our law courts.

Ricu Brcoar.—Last week, a beggar, cased in rags,
was brought up by the police officers of Dumfermline,
for insolence in the exercise of his profession. On bLeing
searched, there were found on him bunk checks, and-
gold and silver to the umount of £438. ‘The Magistrutes 3
treated him to n new suit of clothes at his own expense,
as his former habiliments were intolerable.  He is o per.
fect miser, and is named Robert Forrest or Ferguson.
Fife Herald.
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The art of sailing is werely an imitation of the nautiiu.i
There are thirty species; some so Inrge that drinking eupy. &
are made of their shells. The fish is inde pendent of ite ghe
In sailing it stretches out two of its arms, which hold up
a membrane of a sail; and with tiwo other arius and-ite
tnil, rows and steers. The prodigious number and size
of those in a fos¥il state proves that they were at one
ried more important then they have been since. Man
exerted his power as the universal destreyer.— Ibid.

THE PEARL.

Our British dutes by the Packet are from London to::
the 8th of June. They add but little of interesting or xm-szi
portant information to our previous ndvices. The moried i
affairs of Eurepe were still dark uud lowering, & q_
yet the theutre of civil war—the Queen’s cause, hom-g;;a‘
ever, was presenting a more fuvorable aspect then of late.r?
In Great Brituin on the celebration of the Princess Victo-
rin’s Birthday, the gloom and depression of the peop
arising from their commercial distress, appenr to bava
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dent.

Tar Prixcrss VictoRia.—\Wedneaday, the day on which
the Princess Victoria completed ber eighteenths year, was v
generally kept as a festival in the Mewropolis. Most of the
great shops were closed thie whole or part of the day, and G
workmen in the manufuctories and brewerics were

holiday. Neither House of Parlinment sat. At ni
were splendid illuminatives all over London; and the
carnages ard people on foot wus imimense. It wasa b
evening for the display of gus-lights.

At the Thames Police-office, on Wednesday, the captain’
a West Indiaman, from J2iaaica, applied for the assistapes
M.:ag:slruw! o secure a negro who hud concealed himself in
ship, und was not discovercd ufftil 3 days after he left Jam
unless he took him Lack he should be lalle fo & heavy

. Jff;/




