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ary operations are straitoned by a lack of funds,
There is now an urgent need for $50,000—a
pitiful sum when one conriders it—a sum which
opiscopul * depulations,” if thoy were reully ser-
viceablo agents, ought to be able Lo raise with-
out the slightest difficulty in a Church like
ours,

It is not only in the raising of money that
episcopal deputations fuil, Hven when they are
most successtul, they are not successful for the
whole missionary field, but for their own special
and peculiny ficlds, Bixhops would be more than
men, if, in advocating their cause, they did not
foel their own part of it to be greater than the
whole ; und the consequence is that while some
jurisdictions are fostered Lo an extent which
puauperizes them by removing the necessity of
self-help, others aro loft withont their just and
necessnry share in the bencfactions of the
Church. To their eredit bo it said, many of our
“missionary bishops refuse to leave tho Word of
God either to serve tablos orto heg for them, so
that the system as & system iy n fuilure ; and
hikhops of that sort must expoct Lo receivo com-
puratively slight stiention, so that its practical
operation s uncqual,  No bishop ought to be
forced into any such sorvice.  Our bishops are
gontlemon, und it impairs their ofticial and por-
sonal dignity to dovoto themselves too largely
to tho work of boegging for their jurisdictions,
Whon they leave their proper work to spend
month afler month at the Kast, no one will pre-
tomd that uny pront amount of spiritual power
allends, or ovor has attended, their munistra-
tions,  Thoir disconrses wve apt Lo lack savor,
They are pretly sure o repent themsolvos,
Their good stories fall flat when they are told
too ofton.  Whou they muke their apponrance,
mon instinetively button up  their broeches
pocleot.  Fvon in their own jurisdictions they
are honored toss for the ubundanceo of their wpiri-
tunl gilts than {or their suceess in raising
money. “Oor Bishop,” said an enthusinstic
luymin in the far West) * mayn’t be much of o
preachor, but 1 tell you he's a good "un o got
woney 17 The good man had wot the slightest
sonso of irouy in making this romarlk ; but when
u bishop is chictly honored for getting money,
is thore not somoe reason to four that he devotes
more Ltime to furnishing tables than to the min-
intry of the Word ?

Wo have no plan or schomo of our own for
incrensing the contributions of the Church to
the support ol missions; bhat one thing is cer-
tinc: the Clareloaeill flourish most and best in all
its work awhen crery member of the same shall faith-
Jully serce i the cocation and mistry whercanto
he has beew appointed,'To aske ad vivtually 1o
constrain our misaenary bishops 1o leave the
Word of God and furtish tables is to ask and
constrain thom to abandon their voeation and
forsake thoir proper ministry. The Chureh took
much credit 1o itsolt tor rending out seven mis-
sonary hishops & tow months ago 5 it somo of
thoso men, ro sont, have to leave their work to
riise money for themsolves and others, that
noblo act of taith and hope was less noblo than
it oomad to be,

Whatever plan may be necessary to recruig
the missiontry  treasury, by all means let the
missionary bishops have a chanee to mind the
business for which, and not for the work of
“deputations,” the Chareh has appointod them,
As asystem, episcopal ©* deputations” aro o fuil
ure,  Unaystematically worked, they produce
ogregious inequalitios in the disudbution of the
benotietions ot the Chureh, with a pauperizing
supornbundance in one ticld and a lack ot tair
support inothers,

In what wo have said in the present article,
wo ave not ropresenting any peculiar view of
our own,  Wo know it to bo silendy shared,
and sometimes quite omphatically, though pri-
vately, expressod, by some of the most earnest
bishops, pastors and laymon ot the Church,

EARLY BIBLES OF AMERICA.

In a work by Rov. J. Wright, D,D., (London
Gray and Bird, 1893). some very interesting
editions of the Bible are described. They were
printed during the existence of the British-
American colonies while under the rule of Kng-
land, and a few that appeared afier the same
colonios hecame independent under the name of
tho United States, The author also gives an
account of the fiditio Prima Americana of the
Greelk Testament, printed at Worcester, Mas-
sachusetts, by Isaiah Thomas in 1890, The
Girook text is that of Mill, with a few altera.

tions from tho Elzever text of 1678, The first
Bible printed in America was the work of the
fumous Indian Apostle, Joha Eliot, whose object
wus ‘Lo relieve tho minds of the Indian races
from their spiritual darkness.” Ile wus u grad-
uate of Jesus College, Cambridge, in 1623, and
a remarkably able-lingnist, lowrning the Indian
language from a native who had been tuken
prisoner.  In 1663 he published his trunslation
of the Old and New Toestament into the Indiun
language, The Lord's prayer begins as follows
in this most unpronouncenble of languages:
Nooshun Resukgut, qutlianatamunach koowes-
uonk. The governing spivit of this gifted and
devoted clergyman may he gathered trom the
words he wrote in his Indian grammar, “ Pray-
ors and paing, through Joesus Christ, will do
anything,” words which remind one of the con-
filence which inspired St, Paul who felt that
through Christ he was enabled to do all things,
The first German edition of the whole Bible
publiched in America, was in 1803, by Young-
man, for the benefit of the German settlers in
Ameriea. 1t followed that of Luther, Thetirst
Knglish Bible printed in Americn was in 1782
printod and published by Mr. R, Aitken, a
Scotchman,  The first Douay version in Amer-
iea was published at Philadelphin in 1790, The
first translation ot the Soptuagint was mude in
1808, by Charles Thompson, and published at
Philadelphin,  Thero is also giveu an sccountof
*“ curious versions " of the Bible, which are by
no mouns remarkablo for simplicity and terse
ness ol exprossion, We quote the following
spocimon from the new and corrected version ot
tho Now Tontament, elited by Rov, R, Dickin-
son, and published at Boston, in 1833, St. Juhn
iii, 3. lxeopt a man be reproducod, he cannot
realiso the reign ot God. 4. Nicodomus says
to him, how con & man bo producsd, when heis
matured ¢ Can he again puass into a state of
ombryo and be produced 2 Acts 1, 18, “And
(Judar) tulling prosteate, a violont and internal
spasm ensuod, and all his viseera were emitted,”
xxvi, 24, ¢ Fostus declared with a loud voice,
Paul, you are insane! Muliiplied research
drives you to distraction,” 8o late as 1852 Mr.
Hezekiah Woodrutl, who desired 1o vender the
words of Seripture according to the langiiag - of
our day, published 2 portion of the New I'e.a
ment, of which the tollowing specimen may bo
given, St. Matthow il 4. © Ilis thod wis simall
animuls and vegetable honey,” Happy are they
who husger and thirst tor correctness, 1 s
certainly curious to rend ot one Bible published
at Harford in (837, wherein s found such w
blundor as “ the serlpture is given. . ., .
for destruction in righteonsness)” and another
adition printed by the American Bible Sociery,
where we tind, Mark v. 3: “ Who had his dwell-
ings among the lambs," in placo of “ tombs,"—
Lrish Isccelesirstical Glazette.

The way to be saved is to believe that Jesus
Christ is able 1o savoe you and then trast Him
to do it, by being obedisut to His veice in all
things,

Tug mun who picks bis own cross never gets
the right one,

TIHE DIVINE PLAN OF CHURCH
FINANCE,

A Paper read at the Missionary Conference held
at Yarmouth, N.S., by

Rev. Jouy Lockwarp, Recror or THE Parisn
or Porr MEDWAY, N.S,

1t is my accepted duty—a duty well mixed
with pleasure—to read to you a short paper on
“The Divine I'lan of Church Finance” It
might seem stran;-e and harsh 10 some minds to
find that under the express wording of my sub-
jeet T aun Lo set God belore you in the character
of a Financier, which among men is not always
a worthy chuaracter. But certainly it cannot be
any more derogntory to the Godhead to be thus
deseribed in particular than to be generally
known ax Providence. And if thig title of Provi-
dence be a true description of God, then, surely,
we might even from this reasonably infer that
as Ile has xo bountifully provided for all things
in His natural kingdom, so He must have made
simlar and suitable provision for the various
needs and necessities of” lis Spiritual kingdom.

Now, if we will take from this thought a not
unreasonable presumption that God has made
some =pecial wd suitable provision for the needs
of His Church; and remember, too, that all His
revelations have been gradual and ot a progres-
sive and perfecting character, we shall not find
ourselves mistaken when woend our enquiry.

We are not contined to * the Bible and the
Bible only™ in making this enquiry, but of course
we turn to it first ; and having made the fullest
use of its sacred pages, we will trust that a
suflicient time will remain in which very briefly
to refer to the other source of enquiry for our
further conviction,

The first incident to which I would refer in
the Sucred Record is that of the offerings of
Cain and Abel. We read that * the Lord had
respect unto Abel and to his offering, but unto
Cnin and to his offering lle had not respect,”
Gen, iv, 4, 5. As God could not act arbitrarily
or unjustly or unreasonibly, there must have
been some good and sufficient veason for the
great ditference moted out 1o the worship of the
two brothers,  Weo are told that the sacrifices
dittered in character, for the one ** brought of
the fruit of the ground” and the other * brought
of the tirstlings ot his flock and of the fat there-
of)" Gen iv, 3, 4. But while thero is tnis diftor-
cnee, we might also well remember that thero
was an exuct similar relationship between each
oflerer and  his  respective  offering.  Huch
broughtof the lubour of his hands ** an offering
unto the Lord.”  Cuaing being ““u tiler of the
ground, bronght of the fruits of the ground ;"
and Abely being * u keeper of sheep, vrought of
the tirstlings of his flock,”  So fur both acted
alike,  Why, thew, wus the ono accepted and
the other rejecied ¢ Certainly there was a rea-
son,  Was it beeause of the character of their
respoctive oflering~ 7 Was Abel's sacrifce ac-
cepred bevanse it wius o1 the tirstlings of his
flock ;" and was Cain's sucrifice not uccepted,
but reiected, because it was “of the fraits of
the ground 7 Somoe think this was the reuson,
and i ~0 then we must inder that God had made
some revelation, uurecorded tor us, touching the
character ot the offerings to be made to Him in
worship,  Bat there is another theory on this
matter which is by some considered to be fully
supported by the Septuagint version of Gen.
iv, 7. This theory is that Cain offered a small
and mean offering, while able made a full and
large offering,  The Septuagint version of the
passage is (hus translated s *“ 1t thou hast of-
tered aright, but hast ot divided aright, hast
thou not sinned 7 And St. Paul's reference to
the otfering of Abel in Heb. xi, 4, seems to bear
out this view. Both the Authorized Version



