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getting a little story frrom the book-stall asmost
are of sweetmeats. When he could master the
art, reading wras his delight. He soon exhaust-
cd bis grandmotlier's library, which cousisted of
those rare works for moulding the minds of
youth,--The Family Bible, the Pilgrines Pro-

gress, Ro.binîon Crusoe and Gulliver's Travels.
The stock of literature in the neighbourhood was
as greedily devoured; and before Kitto liad
reacied his tiwelfth year, he bad perused nost
of the books within his reach. This habit con-
pensated for the snall amount of school educa-
tion ivhich lie received. These days of compar-
ative liberty soon passed. His grandinother be-
cause a paralytic, and, along with lier little
charge, hlad te, be removedt te the Iretched
dwelling of lier son-in-law, whose intemperance
had rendered hlm unfit to provide much for lier
comfort in old age. John bad nowr to go to
work as asqistant or hodnan, te his father.
This occurred in 1814. In 1817 the event
which gave a character to bis future lite occur-
red. IIe iwas carrying a oad cf slates, and was
about to step upon the roof of a house, wlien lie
fell ihirly-.;ive feet te the ground. He ias taken
up unconscious, and continuîîed so during a fort-
night. lis first sensation on recovery was
inost agoiizing. People sceuied te talk, but the
could not hear; they wrote, and did net speak
to hii, which increased his anxious suspense i
and, te complete lits sifflerings, those letters
were put before hin-" Yoti arc deuf."

Tce seuseof hlearing was neverregained; and
is loss wvas very leavy te the son of a druikeit
mason. Ie could do little for his bread. His
lirst eiployient was gathering bits of ropes and
iron ina the mire of the harbour at loir tide but
his gains were only fourpence a-weck. Chang-
ing this for drawing rude pictures, lis average
carnings were twopence.lialfpeiiny a-iweck, and
eiglitpence at a fair. Improving, lie endeavour-
cd to write tickets forsigns : and holiped, by strict
attention to spelling and correct writing, te dis-
pl)ace such as " Logins for singel min," I" Roois
Io leet, enquair cithing," and obtain an hionest
livelilhood. But " great as were Kitto's diìicul-
ties in earning an lionest penny, lie found it more
dilticult t6 expent that penny in a satisfactory
mnncîcer." Iis love of reading well-nigli wreck-
cd his purse, iwlien lie ventured to invest ilirce-
pence, and once a shilling, in a book..
.It was not easy, however, to get bread for the

poor dleaf boy. As a last and onily resource, the
poor's-lioiise was thouglit of,nt an asylun was
provided amiong the boys in the Il Hospital ofithe
Poor's Portion," in the town of Plymouth. He
entercd there in 1819, wlien lie was fifteen years
of age. By the kindues of the governor, lis re-
straint was inade less painful tlan lie would
otIerwise have felt it, after enjoying the wili
liberly of going wlere liO liked. le iwas puit to
empll1 lo.yment, nt clquired the art of naking
list shoes. During his first year lic ade seen-
ty-eiglt pair, besides ciending others. Hle kept
n journal at the samne tiie, and wras encouraged
te wvrite exercises, wlhicli gratified hii greatly.

Aiidst this shoenakinig lie sawr in vision his
future authorshiip--The Journal 0f a Manl wih
Four Senses, ly John KJillo, Shoemaker, Pau;per,

c. There seemned little in real life to brighten
lis hopes ; for he ias in 1821 apprenticed to a
shoemaker, and released fron the work-houise.
Though ibe commencement of a trade is an en-
largement te a boy il humble life, Kitto felt re-

gret at leaving the hospital. le iwrote in his
journal the following cn the occasion : I am
no longer a work-house boy i I an an appren-
tice. • • • So I went to take a farewell
look of the bed on ichiiiel Iused t sleep, the tri-
pot on whicli h ihad sat so many lours, and the
prayer-room. I shook hands, in idea, with the
pumpîls, the conduit at which 1 wasliel, the tre
against whiclh I leaned,-nay, the very stoncs on
wlich I wralced. I feit something like regret
at ecaving it. Man is an accommnodatiiig aci!mal.
I liad so acconimodated, or accustomed myself
to the wor'k-house, that I left it wrih sonce regret.
I bave rend of a man iwho bad grown old in pri-
son ; iwlien lie iras liberated, on the accession of
a n1er king, lie petitioned to be put in prison
agaiin. Is not this a case in point, to show that
man soon neccenmodates himîself to iisery ?" Ap-
ropo cf the place of pcrayer referred to in this ex-
tract, it is wortl record, liat Kitto, iwio could
not iear the devotionclt exercises in whichî otliers
ciigagid, prepared ia prayer of singular excell-
ence, considering his ycars and advantages,
iwhich lie was in the constant habit of using at
the time of worship.

The appreiiticesipî te a shoeinaker proved to
tIe uiiforttinate yoiitli a degradincg ereilty. uis
iaster was a heartless and passionate man, wlio
vented his indignation onc bis poor appreitice
in the most savage manner. Kitto wisiecil lie
were again in the work-hoiisc, and wrote to Mr.
Burnard, the governor, whio iad been bis fricnl.
The case was aIt once inquired into ; and, on a
written statenceet being sent to the bencli of
nagistrates by the ill-uîsed boy, lits indeiture
was brokene, and he was received ngain into the
work-house, until soine better provision could
bo secured. The letter produceid also another
efflect. Its literary excellence interested several
gentlemen in lits behalf; and. learing of his
avidity for knowiledge, they obtained for hlim ithe
privilege of reading in tlIe Ptiblic library. Soon
ifler lie ivs appointedi sub-librarian, ihen lie

hlad advantages for study, of which lie largely
availeid himself. Kitto nevr entered into tue
amusements of youth. Ic carly aIoke t
thoughlt, and found in it abundant joy. " The
customs of lie country," ho wrote, "I have decreed
that cman is not conipetent to his own direction
until lie lias attainet the age of twernty-one, not
so I 1 1 never weas a lad. Froi the ticm of my
fall, deprived of nacny external sources of occu-
pation, I lai been accustomed to 1hink, to thiick
decply,-thiiink as I read, as I worked, or as t
walked. While other boys feound aiusenecnt
in their tops, balls, kites, I amuîcsed ciyself with
my book, penc, or pencil. While otier lads
wers employed with trifles, I tlouglit as a msan,
felt as a man, acted as a ian." Of course, play
is of advantage to youith, and nids lhe develop-
ment of lits powers, iakes ilm stronger in framce
and more sociable ln spirits ; yet too many ar-
rive l ,acmanlîood in years withontmaily thoulghts
and feelings. In those years Kitto was prc-
paring for the nianhood which hc spent so isc-
fuîlly. Yoiuig mnamn ! cmploy your season of
lcarning ; gain principles, information, and good
habits. which miiould the future life.

Ici 1824, Mr. Groves of Exeter, took Kitito into
ils huouse as ain assistant in dental surgery.

This excellent gentleman, whose biography bas
been lately publislhed, was pious and benevolent,
deeply interesteil in Kitto, and did mcli for
his wrelfare. Under him, he reccived serions im-


