e s LTI (e v S

..‘_ﬂk_v_—;‘?;l:-u:m.n o b e s RTINS

P S A oL Dbt ST

TXITT

YRTTRATCYIYI

¥ SRR

Vorume 1I-—No, 36.]

A TER]

Rasgrandotinrding)

THEY RECEIVED THE WORD WITH ALL READINESS OF MIND, AND SEARCHED THE SCRIPTURES DAILY, WHETHER THOSE THINGS WERE S0.—Acts xvir. 11,
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THE DAUGHTEI'S RETURN 10 HER
MOTHER,
By Mrs. Judsony during her visit howme, jus! before
selting outon her mivsion to Burmah,
Give me my old seat, mother,
With wy head tipon thy kneg
I've passed through many o changing scene,
Ninee thug Tsat by thee,
Ol ! et me ook into thine evege—
Phedr meek, solt, lovine 1!
Pals ke nogdewn of boliess,
Upon my heart tu-night.

I've notheen long away, mother;
Few suns have rose and st

Sinen last the teav-deop on thy cheek
My Lips in Kisses met,

Lis It addittle time, | kninw,
But very leng it seens;

Thonzels every night't came to thee,
Dear mother, tn my dicis,

The world has kindly dealt, mother,
By the ebild thon Jovistso well s

Thy prayers have eireled seund her vath g
Anid "t was their holy spell

Which maude that path so dearly Breighe;
Which strewed the roses there

Which gave the Yight and cast the balin
On cvery breath of air,

I bear a bappy heart, mother ;
A Lappier never bt

Awd even now, new buds of inpe
Ave burstiine at miy foet,

Ol uerter ¢ ide may be adream
But il sucl dreums are given,

Wiile at the portal thus we stundd,
Wit are the truths of Heavm L
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FXTRACTS FROM A CHARGE,
DELIVERED 70 THE CLENGY 0F THE DIOCESE OF
LUNDON, TV THL RIGHT BEV. CHARLES L
BLOMFIELD, M. Dey LORDBISHOP OF
THE DIocESR ovTonkr 1816,

Under a stioay impression that every approach to
{he practices of the Chureh of Rome, whicl is not
entirely consonant with the spirit of enr own, is tot
only needless, but dangerous, § fuel myselt callad
wpen to cantion my younger hiethren awainst-a spe~
cious proposal which has beon recontly made, o
form a sort of Association or fraternity for mutual
intercession, Fo- the .proposed. object of such an

Associntion  no justiexception can be taken.’ e
Cduty of matnal intereession is plaindy enjoinad wpon

us by the haly apostles, and s iadecd an nnuvoid-

able mference from {he veiy nathre of Uhureli mem-
hership—an element inthe compmion ot saintss
is, therefore, very right-and proper that we should

remind ane wiother of this tuty, and b2 careful {o

petfortm itourselves s but'bdomat “perecive: theine-
- cessityy and U T gieatly. question the: pradenze. of
Centering into any other Asssciation for that purjiese
- than that: to’ ihieh: we all helong: in victue of uur
shaptisin, and of our common relatinn to-Jesns Christ
in-his Chureh, 7 1One obvious dangerof il such vo.
“hintary, combiriations ig° that of fostering wsnirit of

Cpartyl - hose awho enlist themselves will e aptie

vegard, those avho do not as lukewarmiund iudiflerent,
and’it almost always Iy ‘ ‘
o forasomewhal indefinite’iparpasey find thonisclves)

tin; progess of dime, leagued together for ather objecte
than that which was cobtemplated it first, - And
this is onelof ‘many abjections which  nny be urized
against what is called the Evangelieal Altiance, an
Assaciation of which, although-it contains within
itself. the | elements of - disunion, and must saon
crumble into pieces, if it be not tumed into 4 mere
instrument of aggression against the Fstavlished
Churel, I feel myself hound to express my strony

disapprobation.  But to:revert to the propesal in
question,  We have been publicly invited from

time 1o time, by zealous and well-meaning indivi-
duals, to unite in prayer on certain days for cerlain
specilied abjects, and although Thave always con-
sidered this to savour somewhat of presumptuonsness
in persons not holding anthority in the Churceh, [
did not think it likely to produce any serious incon-
venienee. In fuct the attempt was too vagne to have
any considerable effeet. But when it is proposed to
establish something of a sodality or brotherhoad for
mutual intercession, the members of which are (o
liwve their names registered, in order that they may
be informed of particular objects to be prayed for, ei-
ther of general interest,or connected with themselves
or their own friends, the plan seems to me to be open
to the objection 1 have stated, as being likely toTorm
or hind together a secret party in the Church, and to
teach them the necessity of doing something more
than the Chureh instructs them to do, or of doing it
in a different manner, ‘Yhis apprehension is very
much strengthened when T observe that ¢ the se-
veral objects of intercession are to be remembered
at the Haly Communion, with the prayer, that the
memorial then made before God of the sacrifice on
the cross may be accepted on behalf of them.?®  Now,
this notice of an offering, which these who commu-
nicate in the Fucharist make on behall of others,
over and abave their prayers, seems to me, | confess,
in be essentially the same as that which i5 con-
denmed by onr 31st Article. 1 hald it to he the
plain doctrine of our Church, that the effects of that
Holy Sacrament are linited (o the faithfnl and de-
vout communicant, and that thereis nothing in it in
the nature of a truly propitiatory sacrifice. ¢ Tt is
only s action of devotion and obedience, to those
who eat and drink worthily 5 and though in il they
ought lo pray for the whale body of the Chureh, yet
these their-prayers do only prevail with God as they
are devout -infercessions, but nol by any peculiar
virtue of this action.” (Buruet on ArGele Thirty-
one.) He who believes that the Fucharistic me-
morial will not only benefit himself as a channel of
gerace (o his soul, but also be aceepted by God in be-
half of others, who da nal themselves partake of it,
“is in danger of heing led onwards, by no very difli-
“enlt steps; {o-a belief that ¢ the priest daes_offer
- Christ for the nuick and the dead to. have remission
of pain'and gailt.2?  As il for the purpose of facili-
‘tating this transit from the doctrine of our Rcl_'orm.cd
:Chirreh to-that of Rome, we find in the publication
to which 1'allude, ¢ the additions to the honrs. sub-
' i‘oincd in:Latin for those who may use them in thnt
anguage.”- But while I think myself -called upon
“to cantion my younger hrethren against - the parlicu-
Tar form in whigh ‘{his" plan of mutnal intercession
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authors in thinking that a special obligation to the
periormance of the duty itself is laid upon us by the
present state aml. prospects of the: Chirch—that
“the conversion of sinneis and awakening of the
listless is aproper object for our united prayers ;7
that the advancement and perseverance of the
faithful,” (and surely we may well add, the reco-
very of those who. have - lapsed), «is a thing for
which we have need o seek help from above 3 aud
that in many instunces general prayers will be used
the wore seriously, and with less chance of inat-
tention, when particular cases are kept in view.
would add, that the present difficulties in which it
has pleased Divine Urovidence to involve our coun-
try, by visiling the jeople of Ireland with severe
distress, may very fitly be recommended by you to
your people vs a subject of particutar intercession,
both in their family and private devotions.

The efforls whicl lave for some time past been
systematically made to revive amongstthe members
of our own cammunion, opinions and practices which
have been usually regurded as peenliar lo the
Chureh of Rome, necessarily tend, as § have betore
ahserved, to perplex and unsettle sensitive and im-
perfeetly instincted consciences, and to prepare
them for an acknawledzment of the paramount  au-
thority of that Churcli,which, as it coneedes no-
thing, nor adinits the possibility of ils erring, even
in the minutest featare of (hat complicated” system
which wis stunped with the character of unchange-
abloness by the deerves of the Council of Teunt,
bas smanifestly a great advantze in dealing with
unstable und doubtfnl mindz, when even one step
has beca taken in advance towands that system.
This is especially the case with the females, the
natural coustitition of whose minds disposes them
{0 yest upon the 2uthority of others ; while their
livelier sensibilities are more easily excited and sa-
tislied Ly an wsthetic and coremoniil forn of religion.
Buléed it is in minds of this class—even in our own
sex also, with some. exeeptions—that a Romanizing
tendency-is most perceptinle,  Some few there are
who'seem to have been caughtin the meshes of
their own subllety 3 othersappear ‘o be perplexed
by erudition itl digested and  misapplied; but 2
great number of these persous who have been un-
heppily perverted, Gand after all, how inconsiderable
is that number in comparison with those who held
fast the Quih withiout wavering,) scem to have
been mislad by the - treacherous light of o poetical
mysticisu, following the guidance not of their rea-
son, bt of imagination, or to have fallen & prey to
Romish sophistry for  want of sound and well-
digested thealogical fearning, We nust, 1 fear,
look for more instances of perversion-oceasioned. by
these canses, and it behoves the elergy to-he pre-
pared withea competent store of Temsous: wherewith
o combat the'delusive argnments of Romish emis-
sarjes, Jand to stablish and-settle the faith of the
weak-heaited members of their floeks. The: present
is too plainly. a deason at which it is- mostinecidful
[orithnge: who stand on i the watch-towers:of - the

in charge, “oStand Tast ine the Hberty whirewith
Christ hiath made us' free; and be ot entangled
inin the yoke.of bondage.t? S

.

“Hefare I proceed do " touch ‘on' some  matters ofa
nore general kind, Idesire to recall your ‘altention
to ane or-fwe points, on which Idwelt” with'.some
enrncsiness'in my last Charge. Oune of {hem is-the
duty incwmbent on vou of celebrating Divine  ser-
viee on each of those days en which the Church
commemoraies the leading events inthe history of
vt blessed Lord—not only his nativity, crucitix-
ion, and resurrection, which are every where ob-
servedd, but also his circumeision, his manifestation
to the Gewtiles, and his glorfous ascension,  For
each of these days are appointed an appropriate col-
lect, epistle, and gospel 5 and that the last of them
was intended to be obiserved with a special degree of
solemnity is apparent from the fact that in the Com-
munion Service, a proper preface to the Trisagium
is appointed for Ascension-day, as well as for
Christmas-day, Faster-day, Whitsunday, and the
feast of the Holy Trinity. The Ascension of our
Lord being one of the principal acls of our redemp-
tion, that'which certilied to us the entrance of
our great High Priest into heaven itsclfy ¢ now to
appear in the presence of God for us,®’ ought surely to
be every where commemorated, us the Church in-
fended it to be, and as it has lang been observed in
most of our large parishes. I need hardly remind
you that it has been the Church’s custom from the
imgim\ing, to keep this festival with pecaliar re-
spect.  Augusting speaks of the solema celebration
of the passion, resurrection, and ascension of our
Lord, and of the descent of the Holy Ghost, as being
so ancient that it tnust have been appointed by the
apostles themselves, or by the general agreement of
the Church in some plenary Council. ¢« In like
manuner,” says Bingham, ¢ the author of the con~
stitution puls Ascension-day into the number of the
great Christian festivals, because on that day our
Saviour’s economy on carth was completed.”

The other point to which 1 alluded is that of daily
peavets,  In the Charge which [ deliversd eigh-
teen years ago to the clergy of_ this dmccse. 1 ex-
pressed awish that the experiment of a daily ser-
vice should be tried agreeably fo the practice of the
carly Church, and of our own in better times.  In
cxpfcssing that wish T had in view the patish
churches in towns, and in my last Charge [ stated
my belief that where it had heen carried into effect
a considerable number of persons had been found (o
profit by the opportunilies so afforded. [ desire now
to repeat thal wish, and to slate my decided
opinion with respeet to the metropolis, that i it'be
deemed unnecessary to have daily prayers in every
chureh, opportunities of attending them onght to be
placed within the reach of all the membeis of our
communion, by having them in churches not incon-
veniently distant from one another, an arrangement
for that purpose ,buin{; made . amongst the incum-
hents 3, and Lin - every large pasish where there js
ware than one'ch\\rcg,ﬂmrc ought certainly to be
daily service in some one at least of the churches.
None of our people aught to have reason to com-
plain of hcing deprived, for want ol such provision,
of nny one ol the opportunities and’ privileges to
which all the: Chureh’s children are unquestionably
entitled, - To censure aretorn in’ this particular; {o
the practice of nn carlier, but not: distant ‘nge, as

‘has been proposed o thew, L entirely agree wilh ils

] e apnroaches of the adversatyy:
and:to”ervialondito every soul that is givenito them:

supersiition and formalism, is in (he highest degree ]

unreasonable amd uncharitable; and [ carnestly
hope that no clergyman will suffer himself to be
deterred by the fear of it from adapling my recewm-
mendation, In this respect I am ‘sorry to say the
inhabitants of the metropolis are worse off’ than they
were a century and @ hall age. Tt appears from the
work entitled Piclas Londinensis, which was publish-
ed in the year 1714,that there were then duily morn-
ing and evening prayers in no fewer than forty-two
churches in London and Westminster, besides St.
PauPs  Cathedral and  Westminster  Abbey, of
which number twenty-five were in the city of Lon-
don, [ [ear that if a new edition of that work were
to be published adapted to the present time, the
numbers would stand very diiferently,  Asfaras |
can colleet from the last annual returns, there are
not more than about sixteen churches or chapels in
the metropolis in which there are daily prayers. 1
will not stop to inquire into the causes of what I
must consider to be u change for the worse; hut I
cannot help observing that where money has been
left by pious persons fur the express purpose of pay-
ing a clergyman for the performance of daily service,
the recetver of such payment is bound in common
honesty to fulfil the condition on which he receives
it. I cannol forbear from taking this oppurtunity of
expressing a wish which 1 believe has been enter-
tained by some of yourselves, that some of onr
churchies, in towns at least, were opened every
morning for private prayer, in order that persons
who conld not easily find in their own humble and
crowded dwellings a place of retirement for their
devotions, calculated to solemnize - their minds,
might resort to the hiouse of God where all woald be
in harmony with their feelings.
L] . . L]

Finally, Brethren, let us never lose ‘sight of the
solemn truth that the efficiency and influence of the
Chureh depend ina very greal degree upon our
conduct as 1is ministers, - Althoush we have the
recorded assurance of its Divine [Head that it has
been founded upon a rock, and that the gates of hell
shall not- prevail against it, we knotw not what
{rials it must pass through in its progress towards
that unblemished perfectness which will fitit to be
presented lo Christ as his spouse. But there can be
no doubt that the duration or the shiarpness of these
trials must be materially aflected by the fuithfulness
orthe failure of the clergy in the performance of
their respective duties.  Whatever then may be our
station and offices in the household of Christ, let us
lahour and pray as servants whe wait for the coming
of their Lord,  Let us endeavour, both.in our public
ninistrations and in our private exercises of devo-
tion, to realize the Lord “Jesus - Chyist to curselves
and: to'those who ‘hear us. - Let us aim-steadily at
this, as: the ~great' end .of “prayers, and sacra-
meits,” and - sermons, - and- pastoral Coffices;  and
of the ministry - itselt ;" looking in’ all ‘ings
wnto “Jesus, “the author and finisher of our faitl;
looking more! to those, points of opinion and ‘praclice
(generally. the 'most important) whercin”we agree;
than to those in-whichiwe: differ; and: being ready
to::make “any concession’ short of .’ compromise of
truthi aind honesty for the sake ‘of preserving the bond
ot uhity vnbiroken, remembering that the ¢ kingdom

peace and joy/in:the Holy Ghost:? “And ‘et tis™ be
more earnest in prayer for:the guidance. and " illumi-
natiort of that holy-Spirit that may in all things di-
rect anid'rule our hearts, ¢ (hataur lovie may aboutd
more and more in knowledge and in all judziment—
that we may approve things that are excellant—that
we wmay be sincere and without offence till the day
of Christ, being filled with the fruits of righteonsness
which are by Jesus Christ unto-the glory and praise
of God.”?

['oF God is not meat adld drinky bul'rixhieousness dnd

THE CHURCH, VISIBLE, AND INVISIBLE.

It was one of the strong features of the Protestant
Reformation, that it drew into prominence that long
hidden idea of the Church, which it has boen the
object of these pages to present, “The Church,” said
one of the teachers of that great age, %is the congre-
gation,” the assembly, the ecclesia, « of those who
are united by the same Spinit, the same faith, the
same God, the same Mediater, the same Word y by
which alone they are governed, and in which alone
they have life. * A modern’ historian of thatage
speaks thus: ¢ Undoubtedly the Lord has left His
Church outward seals of His grace ; but he has not
attached salvation fo these signs. The essential
point is, the connexion of the faithful with the
Word, with the Holy Ghost, with the Head of the
Cliureh, 'This is the great truth, which the Re-
form proclaims.*’§  The opposite doctring had
tem‘.ml 1o generate, at least in the common mind, the
idea that < the Church saves.”> 1t was the great
work of Reformation to hring out, into praper dis-
tinciness, the truth that ¢ Christ alone saves ;7 and
that 1lis tiue Church is just the Body, or Commu-
nion of those whom He saves,

1. But, against this idea of the Chureh it isob-
jected, that 1t rests on the distinetion between what
has been ealled the Visible and the Invisible Church.
‘This distinction, it is coutended, is groundless, 'Fo
many Christians, the thought of giving the name,
Church, to the simple aggregate of those who be-
lieve in Christ unto eternal life, and whose hearts
are, with certainty, known {o God only, it even po-
sitively distasteful.

But, why should thisbe 7 That there is a great
company, <omposed exclusively of saints, or true
belicvers in Christ made holy; that Heis, in {he
truest sense, their Spiritual, or Mystical Head ; and
that they are, in the truest sense, His Spiritual, or
Mystical Body : these are things as cerfain as that
there is a Bible and o Saviour. = Why, (hen,
should not the name, Church, be given to what is
thus, in reality, a Church,to the holy company thus
coustitnting one Mystical Body and Head 7 1t has
been shown, as I humbly venture to think; that, to
this holy. Communion, the name, Church, is given
by Inspiration itself. ~The Bible, it is true, spenks
of visible and organized hodies, as Churehes, -~ Such
were'the Seven Churches of the Lesser Asia, and
other distinet Christian organizations. But it ulso
speaks of the Body of the Saved, of true - believers
in Christ, as the Chureh j and therefore justifies the
distinction between: the - Visible and the . Spiritual
Church. . These are not, indeed, two separate and
independent  Bodies,: without any mutual relation.

* Vide D' Aubigné's Hist, qu..'\v'ol‘; iv. n 3k
+ 1bid,, \'pl. iv. b LA o

The one is included in: the other; asthe wheaten
kernel is contained in the straw and husks, Still,
the two are distinguishable and ought never tobe con-
founded. A field of the growing grain, considered ;
as onie whole, is called wheat. = So, too, is & mea-
sure of the pure, clean kernel, called wheat.
itis the true wheat, TItisthat which gives name
to the whole crop, taken tozether. - Tlus whole is
called wheat, for the simple reason that, among it,
the irne wheat is found. 1 this making the straw
and the husk of no value? Dy uo means. They
are highly important. They minister externally to
the protection of the kernel. Yet, they are not
wheat; and when the kemel is ripe, they are se-
parated and cast aside. Io like manner, the whele
visible, organized Budy is called the Church. o
100, is the great Commuanion of Szints, taken sepa-
rately, called the Church,  And it is, in the truest
sense, the Charch. [t is that which gives name to
the visible, and organized Society, This visible
Society is called, the Church, for the simple reason
that, within it, the true Church is erdinanly feand.
Nor is this to disparage the Chucch, as a visible and
organized Society. ~This Society is of grest im-
portance.  In relation to the true Spiritual Church,
it discharges various and highly bencficial offices.
Yet, it is not, in the highest seuse, the Chutel 3 and,
in the sight of Cod, many of its members are seen
to have none but a nominal connexion with the tree
Mystic Body af Christ.

But, there are particular expresssions in Seripture,
which imply this distinction batween the Visible and
the Spititual Charch.  The passage, John X, 26,
is one. ¢ Ye believe not, becanse ye are not of my
sheep, as [ said unto you.”  The Jews, here ad-
dressed, claimed to be the true descendants of Abra-
ham ; they even claimed God as their Father ;* and
they were members of the Visible Clinrch, so far as
the Church then visiby existed.  Yet, Christ tells
them they were not <« of His Sheep,’’ as e had be-
fore told them they were ¢ of their Father, the De-
vil.”{ Notwithstanding their membership in the Vis-
ihle Church, they were not of Christ’s Sheep ; notof
Histrue Fold; not of His true Church.  There
were then, as well as now, both the Visible and the
Spiritual Churchy and Christ kuew perfectly the
distinction, as well as the counexion between the
two.

The langzuage of St. Paul goes to the same point.
¢« e is not a Jew, whois onz. outwardly ; - neither
is that circumeision, which is ontward in the ilesh ;
but, heis a Jew, whois one inwardly ; and circum-
cision is that of the heart ; in the spirit 2nd not in
the letter; whose praise is not of men, butof Ged,””%
“They are not all Israely who are of Istael 5 neither
hecanse they arc the seed of Abraham, are they all
children ;¢ that is; they which.are ‘the "children
of the flesh, these are hol the children of ‘God " but
the -children_of" the promise are:counted  for the
Sead. 5. ¢ Know 'ye, therefore, = that ;they which
are of faith, the same:are the children'of Abrabam.!}
i+ Hete, the distinction between the Visible and
Spiritaal Isragl, belweer the VisibleanditherSp
ual Churchyis'palpables - Membership in the Spirit~
ual body is constituled, not; by a wmare "¢ oulward??
bond, but by Divine; % inward” work { ¢ th
cumci¢ion of the heart ; in-the spirit, and no

he

children of the 'Promise,’”. they ‘whe," inheriting
Abraham’s faith, havé the bond of a spiritual kind-
red with Abraliam ;. these; and these only, < are
counted for the seed”” {n making up: the ‘irue
family of Clrist, the chosen ¥ seed, none bat these
are ¢ counted ;7% none but: these are faken into
Heaven’s reckoning. - The real Israel, the true
Church of Christ, never bas been, und never will
be composed of any but the really believing and
holy seed.

1 have referred very brielly to the foregoing ex-
pressions, to show that the Bible recognizes the dis-
tinction, as a vital one, betwreen the Visible and the
Spiritual Churchj and that, therefore, when we
recognize and hold up the distinction, we are not
following a mere ftoating illusion of our own brain,
but are grasping one of the settled verities of the
Word of God. There is a visible and there isa
Spiriteal Church.  “The two ure distinguishable,
thongh related Bodies. The amount of their relation
is, however, a variable quantity. At times, they
have been almost identical j the distinction being
hardly perceptible. Then, again, they have become
immensely unlike, and held together by scarcely a
remaining bond.  Sometimes the Visible Church
hias been composed of nearly ail pure Wheat. At
athers, under long, wildewing seasons, it has nearly
all run to straw and husks, with but here and there
a sound and ripe kernel to be found. ' Thus, when
the fires of Pagan perseculion kept the Chureh
comparatively pure {rom dross, the Visible and the
Spiritual Church were nearly one and {he same,
But, in later ages, when the fires were lighted in
Christ’sname, and turned against the true gold of
His own Spiritual Temple 3 then the Visible Church
confained little but an impure, though shining tinsel,
It became, in its most oblrusive characteristics, a
spiendid body of death, sitting on-thrones and chairs
of state, while the Spiritunl Church, so far, at least,
as it was then on earth, was a hidden bady of Life,
concealed in caves and among mountains.  The one
was mainly & gorgeous system of forms nnd formal
persecutors 3 the othery a little company of faith
and faithful sufferers ; the two being held together
hy some remaining bonds, but scarcely touching
cach other by the linksof a kindred life. In all
ages, however, the distinction between the two has
existed. This distinclion has never disappeared.
Nor has there ever beena time, when the name,
Church, did not rightfully belong to the Spiritual, as
thas distinguished from the Visible Body,

It may he well, before proceeding to show the
importance of these views to christian Theology,
and " their ‘agreement with our own standards, to
spend one moment in explaining the sense, in which
the . Church, as now:presented, has, by some, beon
called, tovisible, This epithel was much uged in
the seventeenth century 5 that grand period of theo-
logic conflict between the- Prolestant . Chwrel in.
Ingland,. and her Romish opponents.” Whether it
were wisely selected may be doubtful, . Be this asit

it, 1s a mere abstraction, an invisible notiaw 5 but that

* John viii; 83=42, 3+ John viii} 48, 44,
1 Rom, i1y 98,20, - § Rom,ix; 68,

vi
Lt
A Gald ity 7, -

And ;

leltet 3 whose praise is not of men,but'sf Godi?? & The:

may ; it meant, not thal the Church, in this idea of |

the faith in Christ and its resulting haliness, which -

constitule men members of this Church; are invisi

ble; seen by none but God. - God enly knows, with

absolute cerlainty, who belong to this true Church o

Christ.  We may judge men, reasonably- well, ¢ by

their fruits.’” Still, our judgments on this evidence
are fallible, God alone «knoweth who are His??
in such 2 way as not, by possibility, to be deceived.
For this reason, the old wrilers called-'the whole
communion of such, % The Invisible Church.”? - The’
persons of those, who constitute ity so long as they,
continue on earth, are visible ; but (hcir'mwar.d'
proofs of membership are invisible. - Their -organi~
zation in Christ, as Head, is spiritualy not an object

with infallible certainty. Thus understood, there can

be no solid objection to the term ; although I have’
not chosen to adopt it; because,in every respect,-
save thal of the sveret of truc membership or orga~
nization in Christ, this Church is as visible as any

other body in the world—From ¢ The Church
Universol,® by the Rev. Johm 8. Stone, D.D., Lector

of Christ Church, Brooklyn. i

THI FLCOD. ~
Ihave sometimes wondered iwhat the people
thought when they saw the beasts of the field and
the {erest, and the fowls of the air, even the veno-
wous serpent and the strong limbed lion, coming in
pairs to the ark. This must have staggered them
amazingly, and made the ark for a whilé afresh to-
pic of conversation. At lepgth the patriarch with
his family entered—the door was shut upan the face
of the world, and he sat down, on the strength of a
single promise, to await the issue., That night the
sun went down over the green. hill a3 beautiful as
ever, and the stars came ou! in the blue sky,
and ‘nature breathed long and peacefully. In
the moming the sun rose in undimmed splendour, and
mounted the heavens. Deep within the huge struc-
tnre, Noah could hear the muflled sound cf life
without. The lowing of herds came on his ear, and
the sound of the husbandman going Lo his toil, and
the rapid toll of cartinge wheels as they burried
past, and perhaps the ribald shout and laugh of those
without, as they expended their wit on him and his
ark together. To say nothing of the probability of
the event, the idea was prepostercus that such-a
helmless, helpless affair could outride a wrecked
world. Thus, day after day passed on until a week
had gone by, but still the faith of that old: man
never shook, At length the sky becamé: overcast,
and the gentle rain 'descended—to Noah, the begin-
ning of .the flood ; to the world a welcome - shower:
"I'he fatmer, as he housed bis cattle, rejoiced in the
refreshing moisture, while ‘the city never/ checked

seemed delsrmined never to break: tp. . The' low
landsawere deluged ;- the'streams: broke ove
banks, bearing houses and caltle
dened  bosoms,:  Wealth

afterwweek it ‘came! patring from s,
wis like one‘falling sheet of “water,"and the.inhabi
rich valleys that 1&y along the “rivers.were flooded,

for safety. Yet still the water rose ‘around ‘them,
till all through the valley nothing but little black
islands of human beings were seen on the surface.
O, then, what fierce struggles there were: for life
among them. The mother lifted her infant above
her head, while she strove to maintain her uncertain
footing in the sweeping waters ; the strong erowded
off the weak, as ecach sought the highest point,
while the living mass slowly crumbled away till the
waters swept smeoth and noiselessly above them
all.  Men were heard talking of the number of lives
lost and the amount of wealth destroyed, and that
such a flood had not happened in the remembrance
of the oldest man. No one yet dreamed of the
high grounds being covered, least of all the moun-
tains. . To drown the world it must rain i} the
ocean ilself was filled above its level for miles, and
so men feared it not, and sought for amusement with-
in doors till the storm should abate. 0O, what scenes.
of vice and shame and brutality and revelry did
that storm witness in the thronged city, and what
unhallowed songs mingled in the pauses of the blast
that swept by! D

But at length another sound was heard that. sent
paleness lo every cheek, and chained every tongue
in mute tarror. It was a far-distant roar,faint but fear-
ful, yet sounding more distinct and ominous ever
moment, till it filled the air. The earth trembled and
groaned under jt as if an carthquake was on jts
mareh, and ever and anon came a crash as if the fribg
of nature? were breaking, - Nearer and louder ang
more terrible it grew, till men, forgetting alike their
pleasure and their anger, rushed out: in the storm
whispering, ¢ The flood! the flood I**—ang lo, a

before, came rolling over the crouching earth—while
the continual and rapid crash of fallen forests ang

the dealening roar ol the on-rushing ocean, as citys
after city, and kingdom after kingdom  disappeared,
made a scene of terror and horror inconceivable.
& The fountains of - the great deep were broken wp?

But the last ery of human agony ‘was “at length

swept on without a shore. 0, whal a wreck : was
there!-the: wreck of ten thousand years, with its
cities, its:cultivated ficlds ‘and mighly population,

world. ‘ .
broken towers, gorgeous . palaces,: ..gay apparel, :the

accumulated wealth and luxury . of {wenty- centuries

leaves the surface of somo forest stream. . -

surg=:

¥

of sense.  God wlone can point out their persons

its paiely; ortheman-of ‘wealth. Ius_plans.” Butas <
the rein continued day afler day, dnd:fell faster and..
fiercer. on the " drenched” 2arth, ~‘and . the 'swollen”
streams went surging. by, men cursed the storm that.

tants could not longer ‘stir from their’ deors.: " The. :

and the peasants had sought the eminences around

new sea, the like of which no inan had -ever seen”

crashed cities and uptorn mountains, that fell gpe .
after another in ils passage, and the successive
shrieks that pierced the heavens, rising even above .-

hushed—ocean met ocean in its flow, and the waves

Not shivered masts and broken timbers, the: wreck

of some gallant vessel, were seen on-that ‘turbulent .

surface, but the fragmentsof 2 crushed and :broken :
It wasa noble wreck—splondid cities and . L

strewing “the -bosom’ of - the ‘deluge, like autymn - -

But amid the sudden midoight that"-had wrapiped
the carthy ‘the fren%y of the clements and uitar
overthrow and chaos of all things, :there ‘\was ope
heart that beat as ealinly as in‘sleep ; “one brow,ovep "

which no breath of passion or of fear passed ; “for i :
the solitary ark that lifted to_the heaving: billows
{heaged patriarch kneltin prayer. . Amid the surg.




