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Ainli une imagination brillantc et en méme-tems Judicieufe, qui fait recueils"
firla plus grande variété et I'unir au pivot de P'unité, eft celle-hi feulc qui
dans tous les arts forme les génies {ublimes, et les éleve au-deflus de la tful-
titude qui tournoie conftamment fur le plan de 'huinble médiocrité.

Remarkable paffage in the Hiffory of Rhemphis King of
Egypt.
RH‘E MPHIS is alf called Rhampfinitus (L), and was of an inclina<
tion to hoard up money. Diodorus reports him to have been fo {or«
didly avaricious, that, during his whole reign, he rather afted the i;art of a
,mean-{pi.ited fteward, than of a king; that he never could find in his
heart to beat the leaflt expence in any thing that might tend ecither to the
honour of the gods, or the good of men: and that to his fordid tempervas ow-
ingthe immenfe treafure he left behind kim; no lefs than 400,000 -talents.
Herodotus fufliciently infinuates, that he was fond of riches; but dees not
reduce himn to fo wretched 4 degree of balenefls. Rhampfinitus; fays he,add-
ed the weftern portico to the temple of Vulcan, and erefted two flatutes
before it, each 25 cubits high: one of them faced towards the north, and
was adored by the Egyptidns under thetitle of Summer ; the other looked to-
wards thé {outh, and went by the name of inter,and was abhorred. More-
over, hehad accumulated a far greater ftore of wealth than any king of E-
gypt that fuceceded himr; and, being defirous to depofit it in fome fecuré
place; commanded a treafure-houle to be firmly built, for that purpole. The
architeft employed in-this work placed one of the ftones ifr fo artful a man-
ner, that it might be taken out, and pus in again, by ene man only; it be-
mg his intention to have fome fhare of the riches of the place. . But, about
the time that the treafure was lodged in it, he was fcized with a vielent fitof
ficknels; and, fnding himielf at the powt of death, he fent for his two
fons, deelared to them the whole artifice; and gave them the moftexaét di-
re€lions in the management of the bufinefs whieh he forefaw would. never
be his fate to accomplifh. -“Fhe father died; andthe young men, impa:
tient to take advantage of the difcovery, repaired, foon. after his death, 1o
the treafury; and having, with great cafe, removed the flone, carried otf
with them a confiderable fum, . repeating, every night, the fame theft. Some
time after, Rhainpfinitus, going in to view his wealth, was furprifed to
find avilible diminutiohn of his treafure ; and the more, as hisfeal was whole
on the dooy, the enly part of the buikling which he thought could give
entrance, ‘L'he two brothers continued their night expilations, ull the
king, after two or threc further furveys, was perfeftly {enfible, that, by
Tome means or other; his wealth fuffered a fucccftive decrcafe. Ie then
ordéred (nares to be laid all round thewvefleks which held bismoney. The twer
(LY Sir _70'1.-71 Marchan s inclined to think'him the eldet fon o'f'Szﬁzjlris, and to be the
fame with "Rbampfes; and-this he advances, fraught with the-aathority of-Manetho, who caily
him the fonrof Setbos: and thatthe famous infeription, which was interpreted to Cafar Germari.
ens-at Thebes, related. to-him.: And, indeed, there is no very great diffcrence between thy
Rbamfes of Tagitus and the -Rampfes of Maneshp; in fing, that he enjoyad by right, what his
fati had obisined by sonquéte. o
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