
Aem arkable palage in the Hi|lory of RheKph Xing ofgypf, ag
Ainli une imagination brillante et en même-tens judicieufe, qui fait recueil.-
lir la plus grande variété et l'unir au pivot de l'unité, eft celle-là feule qui
dans tous les arts forme les génies fublimes, et les éleve au-defflus de la rtul-
titude qui tournoie conflamment fur le plan de l'huinble médiocrité.

Renatkable pa/age in the H fior' of Rhemphis King of
Egypt

R H E M P H I S is alfd called Rhampfinitus (L), and was of an inclina;
tion to hoard up money. Diodorus reports him to have been fo for,

didly avaricious, that, during his whole reign, he rather a&ed the part of a
nean- fpi. ted «eward, than of a king; that he never could find in his

heart to be at the leafi expence in any thing that ight tend either to the
honour of the gods, or the good of rmen: and that to his fordid temper was ow
ing the immenfe treafure lie left bchind him, no lefs than 4oo.ooo talents.
Herodotus fufficiently irfinuates, that he was fond of riches; but does not
i-educe him to fo wretched á degrce of balènefs. Rhampfinitus, fays he, adds
cd the wefRern porticô to the temple of Vulcan, and ercled two flatutes
before it, each 25 cubits high: one of them faced towards the north, and
was adored by the Egyptians under the title of Suminer; the other looked to-
wards thé fouth, and went by the name of Winter, and was abhorred. More.
over, lie had accuinulated a far greater flore of weaith than any king of E-
gypt-that fucceded him; and, being defirous to depofit it in fome fecurd
place, commanded a treafure-houfc to be firmly built, for that purpofe. The
archited employed in this work placed one of·the fRones il fo artful a man-
ner, that it miglit be taken out, and put in again, by one mian only; it bc-
ing his intention to have fome Ibare of the riches of the place. But, about
the time that the treafure wis lodged in it, lie was feized vith a violent fit of
ficknefs; and, finding himfelf at the point of death, he fent for his two
fins, dcclared to thcm the whole artifice; and gave them the mofexaa dia
rc{ions in the management of the bufinefs which he forefaw would never
be his fate to acconplilb. -he father died, and.the young menn, impai
tient to take advantage of the difcovery, repaired, foon after his death, tc-
the treafury;- and having, with great eafe, reinoved the ftone, carried off
witli themi a conîfiderable fiin,. repeating, evcry night, the fame theft. Some
time.after. Rhaí»pfi.nit us, going in to view his wealth, was furprifed to
find a vilible diminuticai of his treafure ; and the more, as his feal was whole
on the door, the only part of the buiVding which lie thouglt could giv«e
entrance. The two brothers càntinued their night expilations, till the
king, aftei- two or threc further furveys, was perfealy fenfible, that, by
oie-means or other, his weath fuffered a fucceflive decreafe. He then

ordèred iares to.be laid all round thc:veffels which held his money. The two-
(L) Sir fohn Marcha: I s inclined to thinlkhim theldde(f fon of Sefoflris, and to be thd

"ane wirh -Rbmpfes; and-thishe advances fraught with the authority offaneto, who cails
him the forof Sethos: and thatthe fanous infeription, which was interpreted to Caefar Gernart..
us-at Îhbes, reIte-d. to-him.: And, indeed, there is no very great difference between thg

Rhamfes of Tacitus aid the -R arfes of Mn.ethp; in finI, that he enjoyed by right, what hi
f had obtained by >onqu.eft
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