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1HE WEEK.

IT is a matter for ccngratulation that our
country is being visited by so great a number of
distinguished men from Europe and the country.
We have everything to gain by being better
known, and there is rothing within our wide
domain that needs to be hidden. Every day,
more and more, Canad'ans bhave reason to be
proud of their country.

*
* »

THE election in Algoma has been an uuneces-
sa1ily bitter one, and the resalt is not satisfac-
tory, The Conservatives have carried the dis-
puted territory, and the Liberals derive their
victory from the DManitoulin Islands. Mr.
Mowat secures an increase of one in his majority,
snd that will about settle the vexed question of
his power to continue his Government.

*
* #

THE hooting at King Alfonso by a Paris mob,
tecanse he accepted the honorary coloneley of a
Russian regiment, will create a bad impression
in both Germany and Spain. It will intensify
the morbid feeling existing between the former
and France, and raise a spirit of antagonism to
the Republicin the latter. On the other hand,
the Spanish Repnblicans may profit by it.

-
LN ]

THE Orangemen are coming forward in Ire-
land. At a representative meeting on Satnrday
& resolution was passed denouncing the National
Land League as a body of treasenable conspira.
tors. The resolution also condemuns the inaction
of the Government an'l announces the determin.-
ation of the Orangeman to opose the designs of
the Irish National leaders.

»
* »

Lorp CARNARVOX'S speech at the recent ban-
quet tendered him by the citizens of Montreal,
as it goes the rounds of the press, is eliciting a
gratifying mass of favorable comments, and de-
servedly so. It was thoroughly sympathetic
and struck the key-note of Canadian natiouality.
It coutained a lesson for many of our own
people, inclined to depreciate their own coun-
try.

*
L 3

IT is satsfactory that there has at length been
a break in the Lacrosse Championship matches.
Last Satorday the Torontos beat the Shamrocks
three games out of four. When one side uni.
formly wine, all interest is apt to die out in the
national game. It is as with Hanlan, very few
people, outside of the professional and amateur
world, take the pains to specnlate on the chances
of a race in which he is entered.

Tne election in Jacques Cartier has resulted .
in favor of the Premier of the Province. The ve-
sult was anticipated in a measure, and let us hope
that it will putan end to the wiserable personal
warfare that has beeu going on for the past six
months. Qur Quebee friends would do much
better to leave off their profitless specchifying
and devote themselves to the rescue of the
Province from the dangers by which it is threat-
ened, )

i

-
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THE ¢ity of Montreal is once more to the fore,
making itself the representative of the whole
Dominion. This week she gives a military and
naval ball to Prince George and the officers of the
Canada, and on the 15th inst., she will tender a
farewell ball to the Matquis of Lorne and the
Princess Louise. 1t is only meet that the com-
mercial metropolis should thus take the load in
imyortant matters of this kind.

»*
. ¥

GENERAL BUTLER has received a secoud
nomination for the Governorship of Massachu.
setts from both the Greenback and Democratic
Conventions. Mr. Blaine predicts that he will
not be elected, but the chances are that the con-
test will be & very close one. What wilitates
somewhat against the General is that a number
of Democrats are not Jdisposed to push him toe
far, as he might aspire to the Presilential
nominaticen, wmuch to the embarrassment of the
party.

A MEMORY OF WAGNER.

BY H. R. HAWEIS,

The menmcrial performance of Wagner's ‘“Par.
sifal '’ at Bayreuth closed on July 30. He died
ou the thirteenth of last February at Venice,
He was cut off in the full vigor of his productive
genius. Time had not dunmed his eyve nor
chaken his hand, nor closed a single chaunel of
thought or emotion. He sank thus suddenly in
the spring of the year 1883, not without some
warning, yet enjoying life up to its latest hour.
¢ I will bear no longer the gray clouds and win.
try skies of Bayreuth,” he had said to his frieuds
in the antumn of 1882,

The master needed rest after the ceaseless
strain and excitement of the first ** Parsiful "’
performance at Bayreuth last summer. A suite
of apartments in the Palace Vendramin, at Ven-
ice, had been secured for him and his children—
Daniel} Eva, Isolde aud Siegfried (now twelve
years old), were already there. Venice wus in
the greatest excitement on his arnval, ltaly
had been in the strangest way won over to Wag
near at Bologna, urder the able and enthusiastic
baton of a lamentad maestro ; indeed, Liszt toli
me ke had never heard Waguer's operas more
eflt ctively given exci pt at Buyreuth.

It was Wagner's desite to be left quiet at Ven.
ice , and his wishes weie seduiously respeeted ;
but he was uever ibaceessible, and Le was olten
to be founrd in the café, surrounded by a group
of iriends. The first remurk of the Venetiaus
who saw that spare, vivid figure, with flashing
eve, and who heard his eager, eloquent conver.
sation, full of wit and geniality, was, ** Why,
he is not an old nan at all !’ Jts true there 1g
something of the eternul child —an atliatus of di-
vine youth—about all great genius.

Richard Waguer 1ose at Veuice between tive
and six, and worked till ten. In Venice he
wrote his last art criticisms; and while 1he
Italian newspapers affirmed that he was already
at work upon a drama comnccted with Buddha
and the great Aryan legends, the German prints
declared that he had turned his attention toward
Greece, and was going to Atheus to try and re.
cover on the spot something connected with the
aucient Greek music, At the samne time he was
indefatigable in his efforts to prepare for the re.
petitions of ¢ Parsifal™ in 1883, at which he
intended to be present, and which have just
been carried out at Bayreuth with sueh magni.
ficent success—July, 1583—~in sad memory of
his death.

He was already sufferivg from heart disease,
and sat uvsually—the weather in Venice being
chiliy—in his far coat. A glass of wine was al-
ways at hand, and when he suffered pain he
would sip cognac.

His rooms, however, before breakfast were
sacred, and his wife, Cosima, scrupulously re.
spected them ; but at ten o'clock she went’in to
bring bhiwn his letters, and after a short private
chat the family breakfasted together, Waguer
would then take his hat and go down the marble
steps looking out upon the canal, and ask his
gondolier about the weather. If too cold to
venture out he would stroll forth, often with his
wife, and go into Lavenia’s the pastry cook’s
and buy bon-bons for the children.

Between four and six o'clock he might often

be seen in the arcades and streets, with all the
family, buying little presents for friends, or sip.
sing coffee or good fresh beer beloved of all true
Germans, The military band whick played
occasionally in the great square had produced a
version of the ** Lohengrin’ overture in his
honor,but played it in such a fashion that poor
Wagner was constrained to take refuge in the
astry-cook’s shop and step his ears with both

ands,

On another occasion, however, he went up to
the bandmaster, in his great coat and slouched
hat, and ssked him to pln_v something out of
Rossini's ** Gizza Lodm.”  The conductor, not
recognizing Waguer, answored civilly that he
had none of the masic there, and could not well
derange the programme. On Wagner 1etiring a
musician told the bandmaster who the stranger
was, Filled with confusion and regret, the
worthy mau instantly scut for coriea of the
“ Gazza Ladra " selection, and played it for two
conseentive days. Wagner was mueh pleased,
and again going up to the tand, expressed his
thanks, aud praiced especially the solo coruet,
who had much distingnished hitmself.

The master dined early in the afternoon, and
usually took u short nap afterward, the faithiul
Betty Burkel, a coufidential family servant, al-
ways being at hand iu the noxt ro-m, knitting
quietly.

At half-past three the gondolier was usually
in attendance, and in fine westher the Lido, the
publie gardens, the San Lazzaro and Gludecea
were visited.

Tu the milder antumn days of 1882, Wagner,
whose breathing was occasionally oppressed,
seemed to inhale new health and vigor out npon
the wido lagunes,

“ Al he would say, drawing a long breath,
“no rmoke, no dust?’ At night his sittiog-
room was a blaze of light with quantities of wax
candles.  People used to look up at Byrou's
quarters when he was in Venice, and wonder
what festival could be going on.  The watersof
of the Graud Canal were all avlow, but it was
only Byron alote with the MMS. of “Manfred,”
* Parisiana ” and “ Don Juan.”  Wagner's old
porter havpened to be brother to Byron’s old
servant, Fide.

*CThere is something like Byron abont this
great German,” he remarked.

‘“ What is that " they asked.

“ Why, he has the same marvellous need of
wax candles 777

*“ Where light is, there is joy,” Wagner use !
to say, quotirg the Italian proverb.

As the evening drew in, Wagner used to read
aloud to his family —usually from some Jdram itic
author. He sowetimes got so excited that the
good people in the house knockel at the door to
know if anything ailed the master,

I heard him read his * Parifal” at Mr.
Dannreuther’s in Orme Square, one night.
George Fliot and many other celebrities wers
there.  He was half on the stags all the time,
and I can well believe in his being completely
catried away by his subject. 1t was on that oc.
casion that I reerived the kiss of Wagrer— for
he embraced me in German fashion—with the
warmest thanks for an article [ had written upon
him iu the Contermporary Review.

When absorbed in though, he was in the habit
of pacing up and down the room, with his hands
behind him. Heeven had pockets made at the
back of his coat.  Dr. Keppler said this pasition
of the arms allowed him to breathe more freely,
and eased the diseased action of the heart.

On Nov. 19, 1882, Li<zt came to see him at
Venice. The two old men embraced each other
affectionately on the marble stairs. They sat
long hours together in deep and friendly con-
verse. Joukenski, the young painter, who left
huf atelter at Naples to live at Baveoth, and
painted the Parsital scenery was also there. Ile
painted a8 remuikable portrait of Liszt, and a
sacred “ Family of Jesns,” Joseph and Mary.
The guardian angels in the air above were all
portraits of Wagner's children.

'lelt wus usually up at four o'clock, and both
Wagner and Li-zt got through a great deal of
senous work in those small hours.

Wagner's personal popnlarity at Venice was
extraordinary. In a short time he and every
member of his family were known even to the
children of the poor.

The master was opsn-handed and sympathetic
toall, He seemed ever about—now with his
wife, or with little Eva, his pet daughter, or
Siegfried.  He mixed with the people, chatted
aud joked, and was ever ready to relieve the
poor. e was wor<hipped by his gondoliers,

“He patted me on the back,” said oue,
““ asked e if | way tired, and said; ¢ Amico
io, so the carnival has come to an end.’”

The man repeated the incident everywhere, as
if it had been the great event of his life,

‘“ They say he is greater than a king ; isn’t it
so ! (Egli e piu di un re, piscono non e’ vero 1)
was the commen talk in the streets ag he passed.

On December 23, Wagner undertook to con-
duct in the presence of a chosen cirele, his
** First Symphony,’ in honor of his wife’s birth.
day. It was one of his very early works. On
taking the baton he turned to the miusicians and
said 1 ““This is the last time 1 shall ever con-
duct.”

“ Why 1" they asked.

‘‘ Becaunse [ shall soon die.”

THE UNIVERSITY'S OPPORTUNITY,

The University of Penunsylvania begins this

week the one hundredth and wwenth-eighth year .

of ity existence, and roceives a larger entering
class than it has ever before admitted.  Yet the

fact is undeniable that it has not in the pust:
held, nor does it at present hold, n position of .

influence in the community at all commensurate
with its age and importance. At one time, the
centres of population, of economic importance
and of culturo for this country were alll nearly
coincident, and this eentro was within the

boundaries of New Iingland. The firat two of
thego points have gradually moved southward

and westward ; the last bas romained pructically
in the same place.

But there isa new kind of culture now needed,
—thst which bLelongs to an essentially indus-
trial community, It is the culture which de-
prives active husiness aud politics of their sor-
did tendency, and counteracts tho umtcrinlizing
effect of a rapid industrial development. It 1s
here that the opportunity ol the University of
Pennsylvania les, The great practical methods
by which industrial greatuess has been attaiued
must have a corresponding body of scientific
principles at the bottom of hlcm by which those
methods may be tested, broadened and perfected.,
‘That the time has prssed when mon are willing
to test the propriety of methods by their mero
apparent results, is proved by the present wide.
spread agitation tending toward Kree Trade
right in the face of the uuparalled prosperity
that, in appearance ut least, has beon attained
by a protective system.

[n toaching the scientifle principles that une
derlie practical methods, in peinting out the
way to find an intellectual life in the midst of an
industrial one, in the solution of many hard pro-
blems in that borderland where the life of thought
and the lite of action meet, the University can
find a groat and noble work, and one for which
it has unusual facilitics. It inherits alike the
library and the teachimgs of Heury C. Carey, it
is the only college of the first rank in this coun.
try where a distinetively nationalist theory of
polity and economy is defended on scientitic
gronuds, and it is sitnated in the midst of those
communities that owe their eximst nee in their
preseat form to such an econvmy and pality, It
has the opportunity to become a cenlre from
which shall emenate new and better methods for
the solution of questions of social sciency and
indnstrial development, and from which shali go
out young men prepated to cairy such tuethods
into practical application. [t can clevate the
active hife in the midst of which it exists, aad
b come to the Middle States what Yale, Harvard,
and the uther Easteri colleges, have been to
New Eogland.

The University has o great ofportanity ,; it
remaius to be seen whether 1ts trustees have the
wisdom, its professors the ability, and ity stu-
dents and alumni the loyalty, to grasp the
chance which the time have brought in their
way.

E. P, C.

CTHE OLD SWIMMIN' -HHOLE."

The Hoosier dialect which clothes ¢ The Old
Swimmin-Hole, and "Leven More Poems,” (By
“ Benjamin F. Johnson of Boone" {James Wehit-
comb Ridey] Indianapolis : George C. Hitt &
Co.,)is not a necessary sdjunct to the quality
which makes them really poems and not merely
humarcus verses.  In some it heightens, no
doubt, the effect of the rural details given with
such freshuess and accuracy of observation ; in
others, somewhat interferes with a delicacy of
sentiment which would be more naturally ex-
pressed in a choicer form of speech. HBurnsin-
stinetively murked his sense of the bounds of
dialect fituess by atandoning his racy Scottish
speech in his ““Man was made to mourn,”’ and
other solemn and devotional poems ; and Mr.
Riley wight possibly Lave imitated this ex-
am})lu adviantagrously in his * Hymn of Faith,"”
and ** The Death of Little Mabala Asheraft.”’
However the cutwanl gab is the least import-
ant peist in the consideration of the poems
thewselves.  There iv a genuineness and lively
force about these rustic ilyls that we have not
seen parslleled since the days of ¢ Hosea Big-
low.” No conventionsl images borrowed from
English bards intrude dislocatedly into Mr.
Riley’s lund-capes ;  they are racy of the very
rich, dark soil from which they grew. Better
than by any descriptive epithets their peculiar
qualitics ean be shown in extracts from some of
their most characteristic passages :

*“medder lnnds,
And country Innes, and swampy trails
Where long tlrushes bresh my hands
And, tilted on the ridered mils
Of dewtnen’ fonces, * old bub-white ’
Whiatles his name in high delight
And whiry away.”

* I wunder through the underhrush,
Whare pig-tracks, pintin’ to’rds the oriok,
T2 picked anild printedin the fresh
Black-bottom tands, like wimmern pick
Their pic-crusts with a furk, sowme way,
When bakin® fer camp-meetin® day.”

** 8o tired you ean’t Iny flat ennugh,
And gort o' wish that you could spread
Out like molasges on the hed,”

" When the frost is on the punkin and the
foidder's in the shook,

And you hear the kyouck and gobble of
tho strattin’ turkoy-cock,

Aud the sluckin’ of the guineas and the

“ vluekin® of the hens,

And the rooster’s hallylooyer as he tiptoes

on the fonce ;

The stubble iu the furries, kind o* lonesome-
like, bul stit)

:\-prcm‘,hin' sermonyg to ua of the barns they
growed o fil] ;

The straw,stack in the imeddor an® the
reaper in the shed ;

The horses i their stnlls below, the
clover overhend '~

01 it sets my hoart n-clickin' like the
tickin® of the clock,

When the frost is on the punkin and
the fodder's in the shock.”

The descriptive is not, of course, the highest
form of poetry ; but it is one from which much
true and pure pleasure can be drawn, and this
can be found in no small mensuro in the didactic
poems of Mr, James Wiitcomb Riley,




