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With the first number in January we begin the
XXI. Volume of the CAXADIAN ILLUSTRATED
Nsws, and have the pleasure te inform our
numerous {riends that we have resolved to in-
crease our efforts toward making it more accept-
able thau ever. The NEWs being first and fore-
most & pictorial paper, the artistic department
will be materially improved, carrent events of
interest being sketched and attention paid to all
important incidents abroad. ~Our Capadian
Portrait Gallery, now considerably over three
hundred, snd the only series of the kind attain-
able'in (anada, wiil continue to be a leading
feature. No pains will be spared to make the
literary character of the NEws equal to that of
any journalin America. Original articles, stories,
and poems will be contributed by severul of cur
best writers. Different series of literry papers
will also appear, chief among them being Pen
Pictures of Canadian Statesmen, begitning with
the Opening of Parliament, and Studies on the
Literary Men of Canada, a work hitherto never
attempted. The NEws being the only illustrated
paper and the only purely literary weekly in the
Dominion, aud having taken the field early at
great expense, we solicit cucouragement thereto
as a pational ipstitution. Our f{riends are re-
spectfully requested not only to renew theirown
subscriptions, but to engage at least one of their
neighbours or acquaintsnces to try the paper
fOT-ODe year.

OUR NEW STORY.

Qur readers will doubtless give us credit for our
efforts to continne presenting them with original
serial stories, in pursuance of the course we have
followed till now. We have the pleasure to an-
nounce that, with the present number, we conti-
nue the publication of .a new original romauce,
entitled : ‘ :

CLARA CHILLINGTON,

THE PRIDE OF THE CLIFF.

A sTORY OF 100 YEARS Aco,
BY
THE REVEREND JAMES LANGHORNE BOXER.

Rector of La FPorte, Ind., UL 8., formerly co-Editer with
Claries Dickens of AU the Year Round,

EDITED BY THE
REY. WILLIAM SMITHETT, D.D,

of Lindsay, Ont. -

The scene of this very interesting story is laid
on the Kelntish coast, and-the characters-are re-
presentative of English life at the beginning of
the century. The plot is full of interest, the in.
cidents are well constructed, the toue is manly
and thoroughly English, while the style is often
enlivenened with racy huwor.  The story will
run through several months, and now is the time
1o subseribe. : :

The Burland  Lithographic [y

(LIMITED)
NOTICE.
rock of the Company  has been declared, and will be
yryabie at the office of the Company on und alter the
THIRD day of FEBRUARY prox,
The fifih Aovual General Meeting of the Stockhalders
seliil be beld at the Company's Offlee, 5 & 7 Bleury

stree?, Moptreal, . .
On Wednesday, Febraary {th, 1850,
At 399 o"elock, p.m., for the election of Directors nnd
traveaction of other business.
By order, : .
: e F. B, DAKIN, Secretary,
Montreal, 19t5 January, 1820 :
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Tue Maine imbroglio still continues.
Both the Democrats and Republicans
have elected their Governory, but only the
latter was recoguized by General Cuaym-
BERLIN, Commander of the State Militia.

Tue latest news from Afghanistan re-
presents the sfnfus quo, both on account
of the rigor of the winter, and because the
British are not prepared for anything like
a geperal movement of aggression.

WE may fairly look for a gradual les-
sening of the present Irish agitation. The
British Government have come forward
with most efficient measures of relicf, even
to the extent of straining the budget in
that respect, and the Home Rulers, notably
Mr. Davitr, openly discountenance any-
thing like revolutionary outbreak.

Ir is satisfactory to know that the
health of T'rince BisMarck is not so pre-
carious as was represented some days ago.
In the present complications of Europe,
and the danger of a general war, the co-
operation of this great man would be very
important, especially as- he is largely ‘re-
sponsible for the  present position of
affairs on the continent.

Owixc to ill-health Mr. Massox has
been obliged. to resign the portfolio of
Minister of Militia and assume the Presi-
depcy-of the Council., As an ornament
to public life and a gentleman whom both
parties appreciate and respect, Mr. Massox

‘| deserves sympathy, and it is {o be hoped

that he will so far recover his strength as
to take a iore active part in Ministerial
business. :

Tue opening exhibition of the Cana.
dian. Academy of Arts will be held at
Ottawa in February next.. Works for
exhibition will be received from-the 1st
to the 10th, and entry forms can be ob-
tained ‘from the Secretary.

At this ‘exhibition His Excellency the
Marquis of Lorne will give a hronze
medal as a prize for the bLest original
design.for practical use in arl'manufac-
ture.  The subject to be some Canadian
plant, flower or leaf, o

Rosert Hav, Esq., M.P., will give §25
as a prize for the best original design for
a_cabinet. o , o i

Messrs, M. Staunrtox & Co., will give
$15 as a prize for the best original design
for paper hangings, not’ to - exceed six
shades of colour; subjeet matter to be
some Canadian plant, flower or ledf, ,

The Oshawa Cabinet "Company  will
give a silver medal for the best original
devign for a sideboard -in ‘medimval
style. i N i e

Messrs. Huxter and Rose will give 810
ag a prize for the hest original design. Jor
a cloth case for bookbinding. =

Designs to be sent to the Secretary. of
the Canadian  Academy at Ottawa not
later than the 15th February. - No prize
will be awarded unleas the design is of
sufficient merit to he approved by - the
Council of the Academy, and in.all cases

{0 elaboration, ™

5
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simplicity and elegance will be preferred

ENGLISH LAND TENURE.
~ This i a question of the deepest inter-
ast to us in view of the outflow of imnmi.
gration which- we  have reason {o expect
from the - United Kingdom. WrNvELL
Pumuies has well said somewhere that
the landed aristocracy of Great Brilain
contends with the vast and limitless pro-
duction of the prairie and finds it im-
possible to maintain its supremacy against
that competition. Twenty-five individuals

of Gireat Britain-—or 5,113,501 acres, an
average of 204,540 acres each ; 1,454-in-
dividuals own 24,283,240 acres, or more
than one-half ‘of the ‘total area , while
816,294 individuals own on an average
not-more than 21-100 of an acre. These
figures speak  for themselves, and carry
their own argument with them.  In this
age of - progress and enlighienment, 'in
every civilized country - the. people are
virtually masters of the situntion, amd the
many cannot thus- be sacrificed for the
benefit of the few. The English people
are very conservative and not inclined to
revolution, but they are of all nations the

them. Only sixty-five years elapsed from

of an irresponsible monarchy to a Parlia-

taken place in her tenure of land.

THE YEAR OF CHRIST'S BIRTH.

will be probably pleased to see.

find the following: “The Saviour was
born A.M. 4000, which was four yeéars

vears of our Lord, or A.D.in the recéived
chronelogy, which is that of Dionysius
Fxiguus in the sixth century; and  four
vears later than the advent took place.
We count the years from A MI1004.5 8o
that Christ was horn B, (. 4 apd 1584
‘years ago instead of 1880 years”. oo

‘Another journal replies to this as fol-

more or less dispute amongst ecclesiastical
writers, and there is no probability that it
will ever be fixed with absolute certainty.
The day of his birth seems to be equally
doubtful.” . - .
A thicd writer thus comments thercon :
The above reply states a fact -which can-
not b eontroverted. . It is true. that the
scholarship of the Christian world fram
the earliest timesito the present has not

the vear of our Saviour's birth, the length

his -death. - But the day or year of the
lifs and the year of his death sre equally
unknown to us, as also is"the year of the

deed any one has but to read with care
and diligence the aucient writings to as-

even the years of ‘the canon of Plolemy
as they come down. to us are at fanlt.
Yor. instance, - our . astronomers  teach
that the period of a lunation is now

Christion ern. Thiey tell us this is as-
certained by comparing the recorded date
of an eclipse which occurred in 721 It .
with the time of any recent eclipse.  Now
this is simply a learned error, and. yet. all
our astronomers and- chronolngists “teach
and believe this, . = 0 oo o
~Again, we aro taught
corrected the: Roman calendar, and instend

own, in fee simple, one-tenth of the soil

most partial to  progress, redressing a
wrong when it is clearly pointed out to

the accession of Cuanies I fo that of
Wicniay and Mary, and yet in-that brief
period Fngland passed from the absolutism

mentary Government, and we are almost

certain that before the close of the present
century as remarkable a change will have

An interesting discussion on this point
has been going on in the American papers,
the principal points of which our readers
1n the
Sunday-schosl department of the Advance,
one of the ablest and most influential re-
ligious journals in the United States, we

before the date from which we count. the

lows: “The year in which ocur Saviour|
was born has ‘always been a matter’ of

Leen able to fix with certainty the day or
of his ministry or the day or the year of

birth of Julius Cwsar, the length of his
birth or death of Augustus Cuwsar. ‘ln.
sure himself that the- years of Rome, or

the consulates, or ' the Olympiads, or

sensibly “shorter than it was biefore the

that Jualius Ciesur

of ‘beginning the first day of Janiary at
the winter solstice; as had. been: usiial, by
the advice of -t.lvxe“fl,eérncd ‘raen“who wore

‘assisting him in this work, ho commenced
it seven days later, ®o s to begin the new

yoar with the new moon, which took place.
that year about midnight, seven daysafter

the 25th of December, which the astrono-

mers belioved to be the day of the winter

solatice. But astronomers in measuring

bhack to- that date find by our  tables

(which are nearly correct) that the new

moon was on tha night of the 2nd of
January, and teach that Cisar began hix

new yvear twenty-four. hours before the

new moon, notwithatanding all the histo-
rians of that day aflirm that le waited

from the 25tk of December seven days, so
as to commenice-it with the new moon.

Again, in the editorial above it is.said :
“Twenty or thirty yvears ago there was,
perhaps, some cxcuse for ecclesiastical in-
dorsernent of Dionysiug Exiguus : but now
that indorsement is unpardonableas it is
ridiculous,” - Notwithstanding this ex-
pression of opinion, the writer atlirms with.
out . fear of contradiction, that he is
right as to the date of ths year of our Lord’s
nativity, amd that we have misunderstoond
him is cansed by amistake in the writing
of the so-called Venerable Dede, and the
error can eastly be rectified, as alse can the
mistake of ¢ Cwwar’s new mwoun,” and the
three eciipaes of Ptolemy, so that we nced
not fear that the moon has changed the
time of her Tunations,

A wellkoown  authority, Wi, M.
Page, purposes in a western Journal to
give the trus time of our Saviour's birth,
and consequently the true lengih of hie
ministry; alse the trus date of the death
of Julius Cresay ased the true date of the
birth and death of Augustas Cuesar, thus
fixing the true date of the fiftcenth year
of Tiberius. He will aiso show that the
Ptolemy canon may be relicd on, aud that if
we fook a few years Iater, say in 717 and
718, B O, we shall find his thres noted
eclipses.  Je will show that the Howman
senate and Augustas made a Llunder by
which we have the 2ad instead of tiw 1<t
of January for Cassar’s new moon,  These
corrections, if properly made, will 1w
only satisfy the eurious, but will be »
benefit to every minister and Christian in-
stractor—fir who would not wivh to know
the true date of onr Saviour's bigtd, the
length of his ministry d the dav aud
year.of his death i

CFRENCH AND ENGLISH.

THE CAPABILITINS oF FHiy T

OLD STORY OF
: TARGUAGES RETOLD.

The story, whether strictiy brae in a0 1t tow
poiuts, is Just ay interesting as though it were
trae ; besides, it is generally bedievend to b i
erally true, The Kev. Jubn Wallts, Dl -
fussor of geosmetry-at the Oxford Universiy, in
the seventeenth certury, was canstdesed the
mast thorough in fus departinent, s woil as o
etymalogical teaching, of any seholar then He
ing - As a lingaist be also exvelled, and i the
pride of his native tongue, he never wearsad o
Ivm\'ing it the mast copions and Hexible of all
anguages. A Fronch professor of moidern L.
guages, in a discussion of the relativie nisrits of
the French and Englislotongues, was requested
by Prof. Wallis to test i2:by a tetrastich, and
accordingly gave the following ou the mauter
orskill of

ROPE-MARING,

Quand un cordiar, cordant, venlt corder nne corde
Fonr au corde corder, trois, eorilnons il geeanin’;

Mals, 8l ut dea corduns, de la'cords dbsonts,
Le cordon déeontant falt dhcarder Ia conde,

‘The translation of the above by Prof. Wallix
will be noted as gracefully literal:
When o twister, atwisting, will towiat bim a twist
For 'hie twhtiog of his twist be three tines doth entwist,

Balif oune ot the twines of the twint do natwist,
The twine that aotwisteth nntwistad the twiet,

It will ‘be observed that.thie translation is a
complets mateh for the Freachmnau's remarkalde
line fn inflection parts of speech, number aud
force of the radieal word. The able professor de:
sireld the Frenchman to proceed and try another
test, but he declined, whereupon rofessor
Wallia jroceeded to enlirge upon the thewe e
follows: _ R
Untwlsting the twinae that nutwlsted betwesn,

He twirie with his twister tha twn in o twins,

Then, twice hnving twistesd the twines ol thetwios,
Ha twisteth the twino ho had twisted, {n twlue.:

The Frencliman, astonished, enthusinstically
acknowledged * Lis- opponent’s . ability, . though
hardly yet convinced of the  fiual disposition - of
“the flexibility and copiousness’ of the two lan-

nages, ‘and it wan- finally: agreed: that if the.
Joaripil professor would at once ,'Cmducfc g third

L)

‘quatrain, confining bimuolf to the same subject




