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upon it. She cast a lurried glance around the
room, to ascertain if she was alone, and then,
taking hold of the ribbon which was round ler
neck, she drew forth a ring which was attached
to it. Long she gazed at this synbol, and as she
did se, the doubts which hadl clouded ber mind
appeared to vanish; and pressing her lips to it, as
she heard an approaching footstep, she again hid
it in ber bosom.

The door slowily opcned, and lier mother
entered the room. That face, so still, so placid
in its settled mîelancholy, vas surrounded bv the,
close cap, which corresponded so well in its
grave simplicity to the mourning dress she wore.
But the figure w-as a shade thinner, the face had
lost even more of its roundness, and the eye
looked larger and more languid than when we
last saw Mrs. Douglas. Siow!y >he seated herself
upon the sofa; but Ellen, laying aside her work,
rose and arranged the cushiions, s' that ber
mother might recline upon thern, and then, re-
suming ber seat, she continued silently to pursue
*her occupation.

" Ellen, my chilul," at length said Mrs.
Douglas, wvhile the words sounded low and tre-
mulous, "you should abandon your work this
lovly moriing, and go forth to ramble in the
country. You allow yourself no respite froin
your toil. Your health already suffers, and your
cheek is pale. You mnst go out and breathe the
summer air."

" Mother, do not be the least apprehensive on
my account," replied ELi!n, cheerfully. "I am
young, and perfectly able to perforin this light
and pleasant labour. See, I rival summer in the
bright flowers which I cause to spring forth at
my Nill. Are not these carnations beautiful?
and that lily, how purely white!" and rising, she
sbowed ber mother the briglt garland which she
had woven into the rich fabric.

" Yes; they are very beautifiil," replied Mrs.
Douglas. "Oh! how gldly would I lend you my
assistance if my health would only permit me!
and thien you need not work so incessantly. I
am glad to sec that you have alnost finshcd that
piece of work."

" Yes, mother, to-day it will be done; and
I till then begin a pair of fire-screens, whiclh
Lady Beaumont wishes mue te paint for lier, and
which I have already designed."

The mother replied to the cheerful words of
her daughter only by a melancholy sigh; for to
her it appeared bard, that one so young, so beau-
tifl, and so amiable as ber child, should be
doomed to a life of penury and toil: that one who
was formed for a sphere of elegance and refine-
ment, and who was endowed with elevated talents,

should exercise them only to procure a subsis-
tence for them both. For herself she cai-ed not.
She hIad been schnoled in adrersity; and it mat-
tered little iii what inanner tie short remaiider
of ber davs should pass. But ber child, so bright,
so beautifial, so calculated to diffuse happines5

around hir, to w inl the hearts of all

" A lady desires to sec you na'ani," here in-
terripted the voice of the aged servaent, as, ivith
a low courtesy, and with mucih ceremony, she
ushered a lady into the apartnmient, whose appear-
ance elleited a smile. ffon Ellen, notwithstandiiig
the sadiess ihicl lay heavy at ber heart.

Sw inning, rather than waling, into the rooTi,
advanced a lady, whose dress, in the extreme
leight of the fashion, and with sme little ad-
ditions of her ow n ilventiion, evidently intended
to givd a finish to ber appearance, was the first

object that caught the, oye. As she entered the
-pltnit, she iadi a low obeisance to Mrs.

Douglas, who, rising froin lier seat, retunried it;
and inwardly marvelling at wliat had brouglt
such an unwonted visitor to ber humble abode,
she begged the st-rnger to be seated.

"Madame De la Rue," said the lady, introduc-
ing lerseif, and looking to sCe whlat effect this
high-sounding name would bave upon ber audi-
tor.

Mrs. Douglas bowed acquiescence, and agai"
proffered a sEat to ler visitor; but as she Was
about to sink gracefully into the chair, her eye
liglhted upon Elien, who, seated at a short dis'
tance, Lad hitherto been but an observer of vhat
was passmng.

With one hound towards Ellen, which promisea
utter deoilîition to the beautiful piece of woîrk
upon which she was engaged, the stranger spranig
forwards, and regardless of discomposing lier
finery, threv her urms round the neck of Elle"
and bestowed a warmn salute upon ber chlee'

"Beautiful! charming! the employment so
appropriate! such refined taste! Loveiy girl!"

Elle'n, astonislhed at 4he singular behavioir
even mi > than anused by the appearance of the
strang ow looked inquiringly at her, as If to
ascertivlat was to follow. But resuming the
dignity of lier manner, the lady leisuîrely tok
possession of the seat whièh Mrs. Douglas had
offered ber, and with a smile of delight, serveyed'
first Mrs. Douglas, and t'en lier daughter; and
finally herself, in a large mirror which unlg oP-
posite to her, with the greatest complacency.

Apparently satisfied with ber own appear1ance
she agaiq turned ber eyes upon Mrs. Dougla
and, with a smileriggitired whether that lady hB
any recollection of her.1

442 *


