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They were a long way out, yetthe United
States were given the beneflt of the doubt
and allowad Lo tahe possession of the valu-
aule lands which the Briush survey nad
shown to be British territory.  If the com-
minsloners agree upon anything, past ex
pericaces lead us toanticipate that Itwill be
upon nothing of any very great importance.
As it has been allslong in this sealing mat
Enrron | ter, o ft was with the Chilian contruversy
The Americans cared nothing for the
rights and wrangs of the matter. Their

object was to secure political eflect.
According to recent announcements,

President Harrison and Secretary of State
Blaine have quarrelled over the question
of the personal honor and glory of the
thing. ‘The one claims that it was his own
special view and treatment of the ease that
caused Chili to surrender, and to this the
other replies that his rival is a liar or
something approaching to it. This is all
nuts for the Demaocrats, who want nobetter
thing than to see the two most prominent
men in the Republican party quarrelling,
Whichever of these men—if either—gets
the party nomination, cannot depend upon
more than a half support from the other.
Mr. Blaine was, upon & previous occasion,
accused of apathy in connection with the
presidentiai contest, and it may be readily
supposed that he will be sick cr something
clse vrovided he is not the choice of the
Republican convention.

But, as the Frenchman would say,
rerenons «1 nos moulons ! It is the sealing
question 1n which we are specially inter.
csted, and the more so since neither of the
American political camps is particularly
anxious to deal fairly by us. No matter
how they may quarrel at home, as concerns
outside reclations, it is the United States
first, last and all the time. The indica-
tions are that nothing much can be ac.
complished as concerns the sealing ques-
tion until the end of the present year.
American as well as British Colunibia
sealers loudly complain of the maaner in
which their industry is being prejudiced,
And, until we see a definite opinion to the
contrary, on the part of the British sealing
commissioners, we shall hold to the
opinion that the existing policy of sealing
* protection "—*‘ Heaven save the mark !
~—awas not necessary, save in the interestof
the individuals and corporations who were
the special proteges of the American
government,

The outlook for Behring Sea is about the
same as it was after the issuance of the
joint proclamation, late last fall, save and
except that it is likely to require a more
numerous fleet of cruisers to do the **pro-
testing.” Every man, no matter his
nationality, will have but one policy, and
that is to catch seal. If he beashebelieves
undaly interfered with, he witl be likely
to do something clsg, irrespective of the
fisg under which he assumes to sail. In
the one case, he will feel that his govern-
ment has been fooled, and. in the other,
he will conclude that he hes been made
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PLLOTAGE.

When Mr. Robert Ward andertakes any -
g, cithier i his ovw i aterest or that of
the puohe, e always perforins his duties
not ounly intellyzently but thoroughly,
being ever seady Lo ive a reason for fol-
luwing auy particular course. In connce-
tivis with the investigation into the luss of
the SS. Sau Pedro, in the vicinity of the
port of Victoria, into which he was ap-
puinted to mguire in conjunction with
Captains Lewis and Gaudin, Mr. Ward has
transmwitied his report to the Board of
Trade. Not only did the Board of Inquiry
decide where the responsibility for the
catastrophe lay, but they indizated that in
e way was the approach to the harbor of
Victoria daungerous, the accident having
been caused by miscaleulation and neglect
on the part of Pilot Christensen, the
ecaptam of the steanmer, to a certain extent,
being entitled to blame. Mr. Ward Las
goune further than his agsociates in his
special return to the Board of Trade,
havit g andertaken to deal with the pilot
age system of the province.

He showed that the system of licensing
pilots was not what it nught to be, point-
ing out that although Captain Christensen
held alicense for British Columbia, hewas
at the time of the accident acting under a
Nanaimo license, and, in consequence, the
Victorin pilotagce commissioners had no
authority over hi n #lthough the accident
occurred in their district, Morcover, it
was demoanstrated that although the pilots
are well paid for ther services, they have
no such thing as a schooner or sloop with
whith to reach vessels who may be inneed
of their scrvices, masters Leing compelled
to call off Victoria to takeon & pilot from
shoie or to discharge one there. Vessel
owners carrying and merchants trading
with thix port will be well satisfied that
the British Columbia Board of Trade
adopted Mr. Ward's report, which, more.
over, recommended that the government
be requested to Jook into the entire pilot-
age question, with » view to to the adopt-
fon of an etlectiv e system applicable to all
British Columbia waters.

BEHRING SBEA QUESTION.

The Dritis's and Canadian Behring Sea
Cymmissionars ha ¢, it is announced, lcf(|
for Waskington to « ulapare notes Nillltlxc|thl‘ victim of the exigencies of the
Ameriran Camin“esioners and ascertain  p litical party which is endeavoring to
upon what points the representatives of | maintain itself in power in his own coun
the twa countries agree. We doubt if try. It would not at all surprisc us if
they will came ant «loser together umn|forma1 action be not or some excuse or
did the lines drawn hy the Rritish and ; another  postponed until after  the
\meriear syrvevore when their husiness ! American clections, which is only adding
was te determine the houudary line of
British Columbia nnd the United States.

alrcady Leen perpetrated.

ITiHE OUTLUOK,

The Sceattle Zeloyraph publishes an ar-
ticle on the outluok. It remarks upon the
low rate of Bank of England discount, 3 per
cent., which has been the figure fur seyeral
weeks, and is not likely to Le increased,
capital not being at the present timespect.
ally timid, and it say» thatif ander all the
cicctunstances busiuess does not speedily
revive throughout the world, all the les
sons of the past go for nothing. Reference
is made to the especial manner in which
the attention of the world has of late been
devoted to North America, which, while
other landa were suffering by reason of a
shortage in breadstuffs, had enough for its
own usc and abundance to spare. This
fact is of inestimable value as a recommen-
dation of this continent to investors.
With its granaries crowded with wheat
and corn and the railways blockaded by a
surplus of grain, North Amecrica presents
to the old world a spectacle in strikiog con-
trast to every other continent.

Under all these circumstances it is
pointed out as cunly natural that much
Fuaropean capital will find its v y across
the Atlantic this year, and that much do-
mestic capital which foreign capital will
displace in the East will find its way to the
Pacific Coast. Tor our part, we think that
not asmall amount of it is likely to fiud its
way to British Columbis, whose mineral
deposits are attracting so much attention
the world over. Our Kootenay and Cari-
boo countrics are only now becoming
knownin the East, and the discoveries at
Kaslo Creck and elscwhere cannot do
otherwise than whet the appetites of those
who have moncey to invest. We therefore
think that we are safe inlooking for an
extraordinary expansgion of the mining in.
dustry and an inflow of vast suins of
money. The opening of our mines is a
matter of the utmost importance, for it
means a great revival in every line of busi.
ness, and especially in agriculture. If our
mining intercst prospers so will every
other concern—real cstate, commerce,
shipping, manufacturing, agriculture.
They arc all inseparable, and when one
prospers almost all the others are sharers
of its prosperity.

FIRE INSURANCE.

Victoria has at length begun to wake up
to the importance of ample fire protection.
The late Council have made a nceessary
and not over extravagant number of recom-
mendations to the present body elect now
in council, and it only remains with the
clectors to see that they are supplied with
sufficient funds to carry out those sugges-
tions. The fire underwriters have urged
again and again the purchasc of a chemical
engine, and, when we take into considera-
tion the amount of tax they have to pay,
we {cel they ace entitled tosomeactention,
and it is to be hoped that the much needed
engine and apparatus will be speedily
sccured. Its uscfulness has been fully
shown by the amount of loss sustained at
recent fires throuch water, in fact, the
loss at the Arcade fire would alone have
purchasedtwosuchenginesasare required.

Anothet source of danger to city property

to the inwult and the injury that bave|is at present troubling the minds of many

who have the interests of our city at heart.



