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TORONTO, CANADA, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 1875.

Toronto Prosbytery.
RSV. NR. MACDORNELL'S GASE,

NTEREOTING DISOUSSI0N—=DECISION OF

TUER COURT,

On Thursday 4th iust,, o pro re nata or
seciul.taaoting of the Presbytery of To
e was hold i the Lmecture.room,
nox Ohurch, Thore was s large attend
o of minislers and elders, and awmong
Bu roneral publie dpreeent were tanny
iadiesi v ho manifosted mudl intorost in the
roccedings. The mermbers of the Pros-

bptory present wevo the following ;~Rev,
r. ‘Topp, Modorator, tho Revs, Dr.
Eounings, W. Reid, Jas. Dick, Robt.

Feallaoe, Krof. Grepyg, Jas. Pringle, Joseph
hfezandsr, Jno. Swmith, Prinvipal Caven,
beof, Mofaven, Jas, Xing, J. G, Robb,
asid Mitcholl, Jas, Oarmicheal (of King),
boo, Haigh, W, Aitken, D. J. Mncdonmﬁl,

Y, Barpiield, Brackenridge, H. M, Cam-
310m, Rich, Pettigraw, 0. Mackintosh, E.
$), MeLaven, R. T, Fraser, Alex, Carriol,
. ‘H. Groy, Petor Nivhol, Alex. Gileny,
Macolin McGilvray ;. and eldors, Hon, J.
AoMarrich, Mesers, 8hort, Johuzon, Jamos
Brown, Adam Bell, Miller, Huutéy, Spence,

Clure, McBachren, Bruee, Cemmel,
larke, MoMurchy., Rev. Mr. Monteith
s appointod Olerk of the Gourt,

‘After devotional oxercisen,
PhoModerator.etated. that the meoting
2d bion-oalled. inlanswor to o roguisition
Bhich had baen proscoted. to him as
BIoderator of tho Presbyiery of Teronto.
Wrhe requisition wag inthe following terms:
“Toroxto, 22ad Oet., 1875,
B9 ncv. Dr. Topp, Moderalor of the Prese
bylery of Toronto:

# Dean Si&,~tho nudersigned beg
JBseotiully to requesi you ag ‘Modorator of
“Rho Presbytery of Torouto, to call & nioat.

W¥o¢ of the Presbytory fo lake into donsider-

B.tion thio doolring of ‘& sormaon said to hiave
poen proachied by the Rev, D. J. Macdonuell
in St. Androwr's Oharch on tha 26th wult.,
and whaé astion may be:nccesanry thero
aent.

: %Signed) illiaxa Reid; William Oaven,

BTohn M. Xing, Wm. MoLaren, J. Gardnper
fRobb, J. M. Cameron, Dunald Molntosk,
W Jolin Smith, R. D, Frazor, Wm. Gregg,
Alas. Gileay." .

B In responte o that requisition (toe Aled-
JBarator continuad) he igsued o ofreular con-
. Jvening a meeting of Prasbytery in the fol-

-@lswing torms':

: ¢ Toronto, 28:d Octobor, 1876,
BB ¢ Dear Sir,—Haviug roceived.a requisi-

B tion froms mewmbers of the Presbylery of
Toronto, requesting me, as Moderator of
Mike Presbytery, ¢ to call a mooting of .Pres-
ylery, to tike falo cosideralion” tho duo-
trine of s sermon said {o have boen proash-

42 by the Rev. D. J, Macdonnoll, ia Bt
Kndrew’s Churél, 6 the "26tN uit., aud
whet setion may be necéssary thora-
B anent,’ T acordingly call a pro rc nala
‘I meciing of Presbytery for that purpose, to

Bl e held in the usnal place, the lecture
§ room of Kuox Churoh, Toronto, on Thurs.
day the 4tk day of November, ensuing, al
11 o'clock, a.m. .

« T am, yours sinceroly,
“ Arexaxpgr Tope,
«Aoderator of Presbylery.”
B Having thus brisfly explaingd the

.abjoct for which tho ineeting had boon

called, it romained with the Puesbytery
i {0 take such action as might be deemed

g i dasirable. ’
B The Olork slatsd that he had forwarded
f.copios of .the.circular to every moembor of
' the Prosbytary with two exceptions, and in
& thoso oases the memboers wore, gonpeo;xvoly,
“in Bngland and British Columbin, and could
not tkerefors attend.
;- ‘Rev. Wm. Roid moved *' That the Pres-
Jytsry approve of the action of tho Moder-
N atorin caﬁing {his moeéting " and oxpress.
B e rogrot ihat on scconnt_of seniority his
B name appeared st tho head of the roquisi-
:fion, Ho bad not had the pleasuro eof
b knowing My, Macdoanell a0 long and so
" intimatoly as some mombers of the Pros.
bytery had, but from their first acquaint.
- ance he hiad learned o respest that broth-
g -or's talent, to ndmive his onergy, dovoled-
g ness afid netivity as o Christian worker
ard fo love Lim for hig genial and awiablo
disposition. Whou a fow months ago they
found themsslves all standing on & common
% vlatform at Montredl, when tho union of the
® Presbyterian Churchos wasaccomplished he

=

nraslized. e trusted tho result of the con-

sxpressed not only the opinio

R cure ths unily, good, and

1 b connected.

WMy, Dick secon
ed to.

§ -ordsr..

seted.

()
that could prope

 -zojoicod in tho prospect of boing broughtinto
> closer rolations with Mr. Macdonnell, and
Yo hoped that anticipation would still be

ferenice to day would bo that confidenco
¥ would be restored again, and they would
‘be ablo to keep the unity -of the spirit in
the bonds of psace. Jo was confident he
n of those who
had .migned the requisition, but of overy
“member of tho Preabytery, whon ho smd’
" that towards-Mr. Macdonnell persenally
they enterfained the most friendly and
§ Xindly foelings, Of course they wors all’
£, bound to hold to what théy belioved to bo
" the'truth. and to vindiosate it, ard to se-
- eace of the

-Cluarch with which it vres their privilege to

ded the mction, which was

8 The Olerk annocuicod that he had re-
8 ceived. two commiszions of elders, but
B uuder ihe rales theirxecoptive wasnod in

Tha Moderator ecncurradin. this opinion.
ev, Mr, Robb submitted that the Oon-
slitution-of the Conrt wus alwaya in order.
4ud if {ha vommissions wera rejosted, some-
ther renson must be asaignsd than that

Rav. Me, Reid ageeed with this view.
naiitniion of the Courd was a quesiion
rly be considered atapro re:
It wan not  business to be

Tl Clork remarkad that if the sommis
slons woro recoived their rosoption was
vecorded a8 part of tha basinesg pes-
formed. Yo had avked the opinion of
woveral Clerks of Prosbytorier, and they
unanimonsty agrsed thatsuch comminstons
2ould not be vecolve® ub & pro 10 nata or
spooial meeting.

Professor Gragg said that after an ox
parionea of twonly yeary ag DPresistery
Clerk, his opiuion was o unisen with that
+f Mr. Robb, Flo moved that the com
mirdona be read,

was agraed to,

Tho Moderator obssrved that he strongly
held the opinian that commissionsconld not
bereed at & pro r¢ nata weeting. They did
not acustitute the court at that meeting, ho

0aus6 it hiad beon done at n provious racet

ing, and indesd could not be done at arcgu-
lar meating.

olders Y. Hunter and J. McCraken, wore
tlién read and susteined, and those gontls-
‘men took their ceats in Prasbytory.

Rsv, Dr. Proudfaot of London, and
Messrs, Fletchor and Smith, of Hamillon,
were admitted to sit as corresponding
mowmnbere.

Rev, Principal Caven then roso to onll
the attention of the Proshytery to tho <doc
trino of the sormon aaid to have been

huron in September Inst, a8 'sot forth in
the requisition. o &rid ho woull be
ospooially caroful iu any remarke he offored

tho sorm n war a cocraot repart of the ger.
mon .p X
agssumo that guch was tho ia £. It should,

right to put him under
‘Phat menting was ontir

responsil
time, {hat rop

afterwards in & Toronto and other journals
Whilo it would be
that that wag teally the sermon Mr. Mae

of it brousht tho matter so prominontly be
fore tho (i’res‘bytory th

entirely Mr. Reid had expressed

APLLCT Pl e ou'®r esbiom conde aped 1 -
lioved the sentiments of tho whola Prosby.

anypar
what es
thorough uprightness, as well as tho grea
respect ho ontertain
lovo for him as aman; an
give him
that would p
his frionds. H
such word. The
cavefully what was
mon in question, a
thoy did not hold tho
Mr.
accuracy. The
the Presbytery s
to what the sermon w
foach ox to prove, or w
or 800po.
lished repor
object of the discot
that in the matter of the dura
rent in a future life, c
tho uncertainty as to the teachin
ture, ought not to defino anything 8 v
to it, and not to oxact any pr "
faith on tho part of its ministers nd elders.
Itshould bo carefully Lurnoin mid that the
discourr~did ’ngtp{cach U

was notapleafor Univers
trine was lusually undorstood It tid nut

afivm, as Universalism uniﬁif‘;:;yc:‘l‘l‘:;\:hlit
i round off 5 Ly
God simply on the gr or ovon His

n tho ground of His justts
;H’ot'év. nlgllrt from Chrigt¥ould 'CCN‘“;“Y
savoallmen, and nonowod bo l"mlslw’( H;
tho future life. 'Cho discl¥So certonly 3"
notaflirm thet, as ncorta{.‘“““’:}ll hfldm o-
clared itdid,  Shill furt)™ it “Uf'- aflirn
what was called the ¢ '“"IO o ll‘O“‘O'
yation—the doctrine, ynely, that alt men

iodt mzht bo a poriod
at somo futiico perts jo b;ouaht to the

vory romoto, wouldd !
Fat’iwr in Christ 13 would bo sm?d
through Hiwa. Hobed not ezplait: to tho

sas . batween ordmnary
Court the disting: doctrine -of rostors

- : 46
g:‘;vor;‘zi’l;s;x‘l‘;:;l did not teach dogmat-

atrige, but the dnft and

cullyotll‘m l:;::s ‘bo.this: Inthe prosant
Rfo& otpf;lo evif“ rogarding tho subjoct,
sa b to the 1 that 2 great many pus-
Ow,'es’,',,f Serip"b geem to affirra the ond.
lsm’ 235 of peiinuont, and that another
gssn sf am?"b gaom tn epeak asf thero
clfw?dobg roration, and that it wag dif-
gm‘“‘ 10 r(gioilo thoso passages, it was
l:’“ : coporourso- for tho Churah not to

:'1 %p u%‘mg in respect to it, and not to
o nto Fofession of faith on the par

€X000 A0 1 re andoldore. That ho might
of 18 Mg tico hie would read ono or
not U S’ om the-roport. Thers was,
two‘ex.‘z place, & list of passages wineh.
fn ¢ "[x‘ongly to afiirm the endlessness
“m:fhment, guch sg tbe following :—
of P "ga—w Arid whosoever apcaketh.
M‘»‘ngaimh tho.Son of Man, it shall bs.
%V Thim; but whosvever spoaketi
fong"the Xoly Ghost, it shall not be
3g4n him, neitherin this world, neither
f¢é world to come.” Afatt. xxv, 46—And
# shsll go awey into overlasting.pun-
Agront;-but the rightsoneinto life sternal.,

Drosbytery had.to conside

publishied roport o

ns really

[i4 £ Scnp-
A regard

alispeS that doe-

. traneacled
> bt it was &
Niutian..

J:

aftar.the Court was cotstitatad,
naet costnected with: itr son-fGo  sne 1t off 5 it-fs betber.for thee 1o en.

;

Ltk ix. 43 —Aad.if. hy-right band offend:

4

Mr, Diok geconded the motien, which !

The cornwmiesions, whioh wore is fa-our of

roachod by Mr, Macdonnell in St Andrew’s

not tp assuma that the report publishad of
reached, for he bad no right to

noreover, Lo distinetly understood that
Me. Macdonnell was mot under procesa at
.that meoeting of Presbytery. andtheyhad uo
Procvss just now.
oly of & proliminary
character, and if Mr. Macdonuell, as they
carnestly trusted ho would sco his wav to
do, should disclaim that report, and state
that it was not a corréct roport of tho sor-
mon ho preached, then, of course, ho must
be held as abrolved sltogetlier from auy-
nsibility in tho matter. At tho samol
ort of his sermon had beont
published, first in a Montreal paper. dnd

uito illicit to assume

donnell preac'ied, and he was responsible
“for tha details of the report, tho publication

at it was hound to
tako coguizanco of it.  Boforo . ring any.
furthor romarke, ho desired to say h(]“‘v
hig
e

t in tho present procecdings, and with
teom»lilt;‘rogo,rdcd Mr. Macdonnuell,
tho confidonco Lo had in his 1ntegnity and

ed for his abilitws, and
d notluing would
more regrot than to °ay.a word
nin M&: Macdonnell or any of
Ho trusted he wonld uso no

the doctrine of the ser-
iways romembering that

giacdonneu’s unless 1o adnutted its
first point in rogard to winel
hould satisfy itself, was 8
intonded to
it might Le ats @ift
Te had carcfully read the sib-
t, aud -from it he though the
irse was this—to prove
tion of fmsh-
tho Church, ofiug to

ol851011 of

niverslism, thatit

ter Lalt into life, than having two hauls te
ho cast into hell, into the flve that nover
ehall bo quanched. I Join v. 16—~I¥ any
man sao his brothey, &in a sin which ia not
nuto death, he shall ask, and he shall pive
him lifo for them that sin not uato death,
There in & ein unto death} I do not say
that ho shall pray for it, 2 Thess. i, 80—
Wh~ ehall he punished with ovorlasting
doatructing from the presanae of the Tord,
' and from the glory of Hin pawer.” Those
wera paskexas brought forwnrd as scoming
to afirp tha ordinary dectrine upon that
subjeot. and thers was no ntterapt made ta
explajn away thoso passagos, or {o distort
them and make them appoar to favor the
nthoy doctrive. Theras was almost no
criticiam brought fo honr on thoge pagenges,
neonrding to the veport of the sermon.
Then there followed a list of passages that
might scom to lork in another direction,
that might sorm ts hing at & restoration af |
scme future time ; for instance, the follow. !
ing'—I Cor xv, 22 - Toras in Adam nil
die, sven o in Cheiat ghall all be made
alive.” 26th verse—'* For he must reign
+ill He hath put all enemnies under his fast ;
tho last enemy thal rhall.ba destroyed is
death.” 28th veran—* And whon aif things
shall ho sub ined unto Him, then shall tho
Son niso Himself be subjécted unto Him
that put all thives under Eim, that God
may be ellinall”  Phil. ji. 9, 10—="Whera
fors Gnd hath highly exalted Him, and
‘given Him a vame which is ahove overy
unamo, that at the name of Jesns ovory
kneo should bow, of things int heaven, and
{hings in earth, and thiogs uunder the
earth,” Epliesians i 10—*'Fhat in tho
disponsation of the fulluéss of things, e
Anight gather together in ono-ail things in
Christ, both vhich. are iun. lieawen, and
which aro in earth; even in Him.” And:
in thie similar- passage in-Colossiane. i. 19,
20—+ For it pleased tho Father that n
Him shall follness dwell; and, naving
made peaco shroagh the-blood of His cross,
by Him to reconcilo all things .unto Hrm-
gelf ; by Him, I ray, whether they.bs things
1n enrth or things in heaven,”  Aud:here
(enid Prinoipal Caven) was:tho manner in
which they wero troated, for in order that
no jvjustico might be doneit was woll to
quoto the words as ropdrted. "I hava
‘read,” said Mr. Macdonnell; * half-a-dozen
,ngsagos on ono side, and. bal{-a-dozen on
the otber, and I ropeat thal tho.teaching
of the Soripture 18 not 8o olear on thiz
matter ns the majority of good men and
good wowen ‘Lnve thought, and as it -is
stated to Le.by the Confession of Faith of
our own Opwreh. I do wot say that the
.Coufessiong of Faith of any oth ¢ Church
‘are wrang:or_not; but I do say that this
-gught not to Yo made a mattor of faith on.

T s nowrt a8 M Kemabio Ja &
. fe'ﬂ 's‘&.‘opon qu;utio';:%;‘}lfrth

or’investiga-

NP 1to Mr. 1\![10510}1“0“.« e, ﬁ\}D’.‘ 3:01‘ ‘lf_loll ﬂ_'!‘k» o nécépt these
tsgi‘xiﬁl~;:'k‘c?§:?uy'wi(lx wli!it‘rc-‘gi’el""lics“‘tgﬁlk slateiiénts sbodt the Hee dud the worm, I

must ask you to accept t*o -other, winch
says that ¢ asin the old Awam all died, so
in the hew Adam shall all bo madoe alive.””
After a longthy extract from Tenayson
thore was this sentenacs, whieh, if it was o
genuine axprossion, ho would more regret
than almost anything he bad read :—*1
thuk the Christiun Churoh, iustead of
putting iuto its Confessions of Faith that
tiero ia to bo etornal punishment for the.
nsjority of the human race, would. be
wiser to sit down in a dovout posture aud
study Romans, and Ephesiang, and Colos-
sinns.” A plea was put 1 for hiborty in
regard to tho doctrine of the otermity of
pupishment. While tho dootrine of ro-
storation wag not plainly eununciated, the
woneral lone and tendency of tha discour«e
was an argument for that doctrine. It
was only honest tosay that, in his opinion,
whilo restoration was not, aflirmed, the
wanner in which tho aubjec. was handlod
iuclined tho mind very considerably in
favor of that view. Tho text was the 5th
chaptec of Rawans, from 12th verse lo the
ond, and after putting torvard very well
the theories held as to the exposition of
the wholo passage, Mr. Macdonnoll said :
—+ I stato the questien boldly, for this is
the quostion wo have to face; anud Iju-t
sunply didn't pronrch on tucse verses two
or three Sundays ago, because I didn't
know cxactly what to say on the point.
Pian mon roading-theso words without
any theology in their heads, and without
any preconceived nations, will say that it
means that all men who becamo sinnors
through Adam, are fo bo made huly
threugh Christ; candidly. that is what it
Jdoes mean " The Presbytery (Principal
Caven procceded) noeded to bo reminded
that Mi. Nacdonnell oould not be held
bourd by the roport, b t 1f his words wero
cotrectly reprosentod, ti. passage was in-
consistent with the general position iakeu
throughout the discourse. Farther on in
the sotmon the quecticn of tho salvation of
fante was raised, and thon thers was the
following passugo :—* Here is {ho quaos-
tion :~~Can God, through all otornity, I ok
comapiacontly upon vot only the misary Lut
the sm of the luge? I Leard a-good mau
cay not lobg ago—apeaking of this very
matter—of how: it woald affeet the ro-
deemed in heavan to Jusw that theco are.
thousands of men.suffermng wn lisll—'hat
we, who are going.tbaul our ordinary oc-
cupationr in this city, do not have our
happiness iaterfered with becanse o know
that thoro is a tertain nwmber of perscns
inpri.on No! sad why not? I3soause
wo have not enough of the love of Gud 1u
our hearts. But how avout God? Wo
wey forget, and eaf, und drink, and be
merry, whilo there ave-souls thore pining
in wretohedness, But how about God?
You talk sboat prizou walls . sre there any
prison walls that will shut (a men’s spirits
from the Fatherof Spirits? Ab, no, and
there io. » kind . father whose son is lan..
.guishing in ths Central Pricon! Hs does
nob forget—whilo- wae -are sil forgetful--
that his boy will i-ave .to bo.thera fo.
wonutha and yous beture o will 2ot sulv
the sunshine agsin. ¢an the Father of.
Bpiritsy thiok you, forger s poor lusd.

¢
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wb absndd ha.

Tstreetekd sugpose that fooa ot

oneg who are gounshing thelr teath in Nholl ?
1s ain strongar than God? Is the Dewl
stronger than (od? s “ovil co ox-
istent and co-eterual with the goad?
Thaso rro the quastions. T don’t say No to
them, a3d I wou't sny Yoy, beoauss if that
ix the caso you gas you have two Gods.”
Prinoipal Gaven, resuming, aaid that the
1aport oould not bo thought to bo curreet,
for tho preacher shonld havo safd distinotly
“no” to thnse queativns,  *Was sin strongoer
than God?" To auch & queation thoy would
nasmwer, * No.” The preachior hore same
undor tha shadow of tiat great faotthat no
human intelligenca could deal withi—tha
mvrtery of the origin of avil and its oxist-
euen in the world. 1t was tho groat thought
in thoso passagoes, and he (Principal Caven;
svmpathiged intengnly with his brothor.
Who had not, who did not, faol $how spiris
often chafo and oven rebe! agmnst'God 1
condeotion with that gnestion? Aund yet
they had nothiug to d “bat iinmbly to sub-
it
two things hore that sheuld be cavefnlly
kept apart, thas was, ths phyaical power
with the morel attributes of QGod.” Tho
MDiculty was not as regarded the extent (o
wirch 8in exists, but tho fact that it exista:
at all.  Thadwaswhat he (Prineipsl Cavou):
could' nht rotongile with the character of
God’; but tho subject was far above hita,
and' he bowed* 1z submission 3o the fact
‘that it abeolutely axiste, and is acdording to
the tonohing of Soriptaro. It was unfor-
tunato that-the preacher had' thus con-
founded the thaicul power with the moral
attributes of God. Tho last-sentence of

dire.iton, 1t i a8 follows .~ Mag God
pif)’y or hearts, and make us honest, and
ﬁoep us from tarning the Sériptaro sismply
$o moet our own viows, but let ue patiently,
thouehitfully read thene wonderf:} pasanues
thatI hnve'raad. And il seows to mo that-
if Paul could-sagy with éneh & triumphant
gest that-whero sin abmuodes grace.did
‘wuach more abound, a6 it reoma to ma
thoro aro more astonishing paseages, aad
asrages moro full of glorious trath, that
SOolnro that at some tims or othor the
death, spiritual and carnsl, shall be eter
nally done away ; that all enemins ehall b-
enbdued fo Christ, and *every knes:ahali
bow, aud every tongue confess that He is
Lord. fo the gfoi-y of God:ths Father, and
G d shall bs allin all.’'" Thosn passayes,

atatentant made that therd was no sate ror.

Arift of the discouras was in favourof it,
inclining tho mind rather to boliove it than
to roject it. 'That cortainly was not-the
doctrine which was holid by the Ohurclirto
which shoy Usluupud. T4 was quite une
negensary that ho shoald quoto the subor-
dinato standards upon thiat subject, be-
oiues ho one disputed whit the dostrine of
tho standards was; at tlic samo tino it
would be well to showw how decided tho
etandards woro npon tliat subject. Tn tho
83rd Chaptor of the Confession of Faith,
under the head *Thoe Last Julgment,”
was tho following passage :—* The end of
Grd's appoioting this day ig for the mani.
fostation of the glory of His mexoy in the
oternal salvation of tho olect, and of His
Justice 1n $ho damnation of tho reprobate,
who aro wickedly disobedient. Ior then
shall the rightoous go into evarlasting hifo
and reeoive that fulness of joy aund ve-
freshing which shall come frem the Lord ;
but the wicked, who know not God, and
oboy not the Gospel of Jesus Chnst, shall
be cast into eternnl torinents anl be pua-
1shcd with overlasting destruction frows
tho presance of the Lord, and frowm the
glory of Tlis pawver *  Tuanotherchanter it
was slated that the punishment for Adam's
sin wes death tomporal,spiritual and etornal.
Tho bel:of of that doctrine ran through the
whole developuent of tho schemo of. grace
as s:t forth in tho standards. The Prosby-
tory would not allow its Af through outsule
influonco 1he had no roferonce to Mr.
Macdonnell: to be drifted into 8 genoraldis-
cuseron on the question of standards, and
tho relation of standards to tho Biblo and
tho Church. That question was quite
foroign to the subject beforo the Presbytery.
.But thoy nover called their Confossion of
‘Faith'anythingolse ti:an their subordinate
standard.  1Applause.) ‘Thoy accopted
heartily what the Confession said as embo

Jdy:ng the truths of tho Word of God in all
matters of doetrinoe in the Church,  Thoir
relation to tho Confession reemod to be
this : The Chureh was agreed as a wholo
that certain statements iu the Confession
really ropresont what Seripturs taught on
cortain doctrines, and the ministers and
elders of the Chureh bave put their hands.

to that ducumont, so that thay might have

wntaal confidenco in each other, ir remard
to the intorpretation of Seripture. The
dootrine of etornal punishment found in
the Wesininster Confession.~f .1 aith was
nn peeulianity of the Présbytenian Chnreh
m Canada, it wae tho dactrine of all the
Presbytorian Churches in the world Tt
was tho dactrine of all sections of the
Churoh, excopting one branch in Fngland.
Bat mare thayu that, it was the ductrine of
tho Chureh of Christ at largo; it was the
duectring held Ly tho Church of Christ
during oll e-ntuvies .and mall lauds ; and
witlmut Liaving any sympathy with Re-
tnanist viows, ho held that it was a most
serivng act, in regard to a plain, simpie,
prunary ductrine of Sonpture, to stop out
t the hne of -the wirwle Churca of Chnst.
Ho trusted it would not be thought Ly
sny metnbor of tho Prosbytery, or by
brothren whose names did nnt appear on
the requisition, aud who had not bad sn-

opportunity of subseribiug to it, or by

brothren outsile tho Preskytory,thas they-
had besn auxions-to take up s matter
which waa -oxceedingly painfnl to ilcm
all. Gross 1pjustico wonid be d-uo to
hunself and tho otlier Lrothyen if any rne.
I But
thoy eunld not avoid takiag ibdp. It was

Thero scemed to bo & confusion of |

the: sermon also went strongly in that-

Principal Caven theught, bore out: tho.

10zl affirmation of tho restoration doctrine *
at ‘the samo timo tho genoral tono and.

brought befurg thoew ; it was, indeod thaaat

upen thera  He did not say thet in.ye-
pard to Mr. Maedonnell, but in repaed to
the action of the public press. 4 roport
of the sermon in  quection was seattered
ovor the land. At the timea of ordination
evory minlatey pluced himsolf under an
obligation. cquivalent to an oath, to main-
fain’ and defond the timth-—that which
they beheved to he truih -smbodied a1 it
wes in the eubordinete standards of the
Chnreh.  Therefore, Lowever 1anoh paln it
might cout themn, they could nat avoid look
mg at the nuatter uuw before the Proshy
tory. He would feel ogtroncly glad if Ly
dear bruther, Mr, Macdunaoll, couvld scobis
way to ropudiale the discourse, and dedlare
that the dootrmes there wot forth were not
tha docivines Yo held.  (Applaase,y The
Prosbytery had no wish to unduly press
Me, Macdounell, they had ¢very considora~
uon fur the diMoulties e ought bave. They
bad-all wuienltios occasivnally in regard to
passages, aed doubits would cistt their minds
it tunes ovon regardung cortam doctrings of
Seripture.  But i those difticulties and
doubts did veeur, o nunister should net go
to the pnblic with them, and ray that %e
did not know what was the truth upon this
or that matter. The right ciurse to pur.
suo was aarnestly to study the Bible; to
goek light from God in payer. Yf thoso
mothods failed, tho minister should consuld
with his brethren.  Prineipal Caven con-
cluded by agnin assuring tbe Prosbytery
| that the question of 'the doctrine contaived
in the sermon atdor considoration had been
| forced upon them in such n manner thal
i ‘they wero bound to take cognizanco of it.
i Resv. Mn. Raip oxpressed tho hope that
) 8o demoustrations of approval or dissent
wonld take place during the prucce.ngs,
wluch were of asulemn character. A
The Monkrator expressed a sumilar;de-
wire, aod called upon Mr. Mnc\lunncli to
ko any vaplanativn v regard to tho gos-
mon 1n question,.if Lo desired tu do 8o, |
Rsv. MR, Macooxxgrl then addregsed
tho Ereshytory. Ho sand .~1 need hardly
say that tho.matter wivoh brings us bero
to-day has causod me much and sauxious
thought. 1 wish to say at the outset, that
whatover tho vosult of your deliberations
oiay be, I havono far that those deliboras
twns will be carried on in aony other than a
spmt of brotherly kindness. 1 shall be the
last to raigo the cry of uurensonablo inter-
forenco; the raadiest to admit that tho
olsums of truth ave vastly more important
than any pérsonal eonsidorations, I have
nu dosire to doviate noedlcsely from tho
curront teaching of the Church; nor do I
wish to have any dewiation oxaggeratod or
intensufied. I fool 1t (o bo necossery to
guard against bewng drawn by.tho sympa-
thy of thuso wha approve of my utterances,
or driven by:«he opposition of these who
denounco thom, to take a position which I
wonld uut othorwise. Liave, taken. BMlowe.
over, whila wilhag to stand or fall by my
, real opmions, I douot wish to bo hold res-
pousible for more than I have actually
advanced. I trnat I esn honostly say thatI
am wilhng to bo guided by ** the Spirit of
Truth,” who has been promised to guidous
into all trath; and, furtlior, that I am
ready to listan to thoe counsels of truth-loviug
mon who aro older and wiser than mysolf.
\Vhile the report which appeared in the
Witnrss aud tho ail is, in the main,
correct, it is only fair to mnysolf to siate
| that thero are some ommssions and somo
altorations —unintontional, no doubt—the
gonoral offect of which is to lend to the
suppuosition that I declared my accoptanco
of the doctrine of tho tinal rostoration of
all, and demed the cternity of future pune
1shment, wherenas I simply atated the diffis
oulty I had in arnving at any conclusion,
10asiouch as the teacling of Seripture ap.
pearcd to bo confheting. It is aiffichlt to
mako verbal correctioans, inasmuch as theé Inte
ter portion of tho discourso was not written.
Ou two or three points I can spoak with
cartarty ; though . e who spenks rapidly
and oxtomporancously must always be
ready to adumt that ho nay not have said
precisely what ho mtonded to say, E. q.,
one of the stronmgest statoraonts I made
was after quoting Matthew xxv,, 46, to'the
effuct that I could hardly see how this pas-
sage could bo reconciled with any view
hmting the oterndy of punishmont; that
theso words of Josus seomied to mo the
strongest in the Bible on that subjects
Again in the sentence, * Who could road
these words ' * * without thinking that
by-and-by the timo will como (as the
Seriptures plainly teach there will bo such
atunel when all tlungs shall bo put undor
Jesns Chrst, * eto., the parortletical clauge
ought to read thus: “ As the Scriptures
soem plaindy to teack.,”  Again, inreforring
to tho Confession of Faith, I used tho fol-
lowmg words, wiich do net appear o the
report  ** I do not say that thoe teaching of
the Coufession ot [Maith on this subject is
unscriptaral.” 1 do not think that tho fol-
lowing sentouce 1a tic report represouts at
all faurly tho spirit of what was actunlly
gand . 1 thwk the Clristian Churel, ine
stead of putting it into its Coufessions of
Faith that there is to bo etornal punish-
weut fur the majority of the human raco,
weeild be wiser to sit down ina dovout posa
tare. wmd stdv Rumans, and Ephesians,
ardd Culossiaus,”  If I did uso suoh lan.
puage T vegretit. And I may add that
thero are o fow othor oxprossions—espocis
ally ono regarding iny rolation to tho Con-
fossion of Faith —whioh I ackvowledge to
havo been nnwiso and impropor, snd which
but for the oxcitoment of the momcat,
would bave been uttered, if at all,.iu &
.differont tono: I have tho groater confi-
douce 10 meking the above corvoctions -and
o\planations, iuasmuch as sevoral porsons
who hoard the smron, and who did not at
all sympathize with my diffculties, have
voluntaored staternonts wluch confirz iy
.own recolloction.  Of tlus Y-am quite Sure,
that axain and agsin I was caveful to gunrd:
1ays0lf against the positive assortion of the
wmversality of ‘ssleation.} While I do uok
woy (Continuction fo:i\'rlh pogey
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