
TH-E AD VISER.

SfN AND) DE11ATI.

Tihe stiig ut deatii is sin and the strengtli of siun the
litr. But thanks be to GOd, %who glveth uis the victory.
throuigh our L.ord Jetius Christ." 1 Coit. 15; 56, ril.

Sin is talled a sting, becatuse of its eflècts upon
the haiînan soui. As the sting of a poisonous
serpent or inset, infuses poison and pain loto the
physical system, so sin iifuses its viruls iilu the
souli and tîroduces paugs pieculiar to itself. A
tiiousand thiiigs May affiict tue body to piroduce
disease and suhiieriiig and huasten deafli, but there
is but one source of diseuse and pain u the Spirit,
aîid ibiat is sin. It is tlic batie of ibis present life ;
anid, unless removcd by the healing wliich hIowetl
frone tbc wounds of ihu dying Savior, ils directful
effects tlîrougli ctcrnity m-111 bc "la worm that ivill
ncvcr dic--a lire that ivili nover be quenched."

la. this passage it is calledtiîe stiîg of dealIe-a
sting pcrtaiîîing to dcalh. The apostie is flot
speaking of Moral dealli, or of the second death-
but natural dealli. The subjcct of titis eliapter,
from first to last, is, dcath and thc resurrection.
OnIy onc sort of dcath is spoken of. To eall sin
tlic sting of dcatli, tiexi, is to affirmn tbat its awvful
efl'ccts are flot confined to tiîis life7 but that tbey
are realized iu the state of dcath. Nay, i.n c:'dlitig
it the sting of death, raiiler tit thc sting of ibis
lufe, (aithougli ils frcts arc su scriously realizcd
in this lifé,) is -tu em-pliatie deelaration that the
worst resuits of sin arc fcit and known beyond this
mode of being. Wlîerc tlîerc are no time-pleasures
to allure away the mmnd front its real condition-
where there arc no present piensure, and no boite
for the future, the pangs wlîiclî siiî inflict nmust be
feit to a mucli larger cxtcnt than tbcy caui bc feit
in the present life.

IlThe strcngth of sin is the law." Sin being only
andi sîiply the violation of law, tlic nature of flic
ltw violated, deturmines the cnorrnity or strcîzigtl
of thc crime. The highcr flic source front wlî icli
law emraaes, the more enormous tbe character of
flic transgression. TIe violation of a humait,
ternporary law jîîstly brings upon the guilty ten-
porary, hîînan îîînishrnent. LBut the violation of
tîte eternal. law of God merits punisbrnt eteroni
and divine. Thc strengîli of sin is ngt huma» in-
/irmity, as sorne aflege, but tlie law of God. Il
God bas spoken to mien, in the ingtiiûge of men.
andi so as to beu îndcrstood by men-if lie has cornte
dowvn to tîxcir capacities, it mnatters not howxewcak
îlîey nMay be, tbey are iînder obligationis to obcy
bim ; andi to disobey lîir is to commîitt an offence
which shahl prove n ce '-mal bar to the divine
prescrire, unless it be mcrcifully pardoued Ilîrotgli
flue atoniîîg blood of the Son of God.

Sin is the sting of death to ntoue but the sinuer.
The saint of God enters dcathls piortais frecti frolu
'-i, and to hlm Ildeath bas n sting since thc
Savior lias dietI." For tlee healîli of the cuortal
body, Nviirli, nt fîîrthest, mutîscion ducay, for-
tunes have been expendcd, phys:-lians bave bcri
suglîIt, and juurngys to otber climes and counitires
hiave been undertaken. Vhiathlave men not giver
andi expeiviet for thc sak e of lieaith andI life 1 Yel
iodjlv ailments are smill thiings comnîarei witl
flic disense oftbe htaît spirit- l'odiiy aimenU
endi witli tlîe dissoluitionî of tht- biody ; but th(c
spirit exists for ever, antid tîît-frcieai
powere; aîîd lience, titis disease of the spirit -wil'
exist forever, witbouh fie interve-ntion of ibue greu'
Phvsicinn of souls.

Ant i iow wiîat does il cost to reeive liealiîîg
froîii lte sotils lPhysician. Ai tiierc is nofluiug
whici unortais have to pay. No Uioney is requit-
cd ;noue of the goods of ibis lire ; no journev tu
a foreiga ciînc-îtothing of tlii sort is reqtîired
il% ordur 10 spirituial healili. Il Conte uitt iie,"
sitys Jesuis, ''and 1 will he vour lienltli." It is but
lu believu in liii, relient oif sins, aud tîtke tîpmî
une's self lis govurieiit. Aitd bis yokc is e2tsy
andI bis biirden liglît.

TIc apostie, in the passage quoted, sîieaks of aî
viriory whii the sits shlîtl acitieve, II thirouigi
otîr Lord Jesus Christ." This -victory is consiun-
niate in tulie restîrrection, wiicn saintts shahl siu,-)
"lHades, Nvliere flîy viclory i Deaili, Nwhere thy
sting." But witi ail saints, the couquest begin3,
and victorY is won, in part, before they luave thsis
world. Tlbe w'arfare Nvitii sin is prosecîtteti anîd
entiet iii bis life; but the victory over dealh is iii
thic restîrreclion. Sin auni dcath are ail that ub-
strtîct the wvay to life eteruai. Ilerove tiiese, andî
nothing rernains to be removeti. They are flie
great ciiemies to our race.

W e shall obtain the victory ove.r bath ltroug)îi
Jesus, if obtaineti at ail ; for lie alone overcalînt
bulli thtese enernies before tis. le warrcd agahîtsi,
aitt overcame, sin it lus liftŽ, anti conqiured deali
by dyiug anti rising. H-is first -vieîory nrmed bleti
for the second viclory. Anti no% those wio obltiî
lte victory over sin, througb hM, must obtain it
Il thirough the word of tîit tstirnony ant icblood
of the Laiîib." Throîigb the wvord ; because it
directs the soul ho hiin, points 10, lus blood ns the
healing bam, tells liow 10 approach hlmt ho enjoy
lIc merits of bis hcaiing, anti teaches us how lu
abstain front sin in tbe futurc. Tiîrougli lus
blood; because none of us bave Ytved siuless;
bence lte netiof expiation. Jesus overcime by
lte "word" alone; but Nve -nho bave sinneti, andi
do sini, stand in necd of bis bloodti o wasb away
oîr guilt. Anti tes, Ilirougli faith anti penitence,
continueti w.atcbfîîlues: anti obedience, -%e May
overcome our worst enexay athlast, and be crown-d
vielors tbrough lihe wortbiness of otir Lord anti
Saviour.

Let ito ebristiaut bc ,tfraiti of deafli. Sim shiotîl
lic ]lis ooly dreati. Let us go ho the abode (if the~
dleati withtout ils fearful sling, andi nbat is there
to aflict ! Nothîing. Jecus lias blest the death-
passage, and matie il. piensant for aIl bis followers.
fIe lias made it possible for he saints ho say, IlTo
die is gain-to depart is better titan 10, abide it'
tIse fhesh. Tiîanks 10 lus boly namne. Deatli is no>
lerror, tIen, for lie makes il a scason of happiiiess
and rcst front labor, tli lie sîirnmoiîs ]lis biood-

* houglit jen-els to risc front tlue stale of death anîd
enter upbon their evcrlastiog inlierittnî-e. Death,

*thiii, is the ciîristian's; because madie sîihserviî-nt
10 Iii. gooti-a gate to briglîler joys.

Cao 1, wii lyiîîg on tlie cotîcli of deaili, repose
that conflidence iii my Savior wbicli says, I'My
Lord is minc, nti 1 arn lus," witlî profoii:est joy,

I uethiioks, 1 coutit bid carth, anti is ticarest. associ-
atimns aieui ; for my rest shotîld lic sweeter titanî

ItIt of thte furst pair reposing on couche% of rose!s
ii paradise-it wvould bc innocenîce reposing oit tlîe
tender bosont of Jcsus.

«I et tie mandate eternal shahl burst the cohd toîab,
Andi virtuc ho tocauty arraycd,

> hîaii start loto l1f'- antd et -rnahy ibioîn
Wlierc tic roses ý.tiîopc imever rautle


