GLAD TIDINGS.

How benautiful upon the mountains are tho feet of him that bringoth gind tidings, that publisheth peaco j*that bringoth glad tidings
of good, that publisheth salvation.—lsaran’rr. 7.
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THE GREAT GIVER TEACHING
TO GIVE,

BY HEV. A. A, BONAR, AUTHOR OF
* MEMOIR OF M'CHEYNE."”

Belicving men are to be not inerely
cisterns, but springs.  ** tle that believeth
on we, out of him shall flow rivers of Jiv-
ing water.” (John vii. 88.) One of these
rivers which the Master declured shonld
not fail to flow from his believing ones is
delight in giving, or the gladsomo habit
of using all we possess as being stewards
for tlie Lord, and not as proprietors of the
same. When an Israclite had offered the
sacrifico of atonement at the altar, he must
forthwith bring mixcna, or meat-offering,
an offering in which he symbolically gave
up to the Lord the possession of all his
property. But we should not have said,
“ he Must bring;” forit was all privilege
—he was peruiTTED to bring his pro-

rty, to give vent to his gratitude, to ex-

ibit practically, « What shall 1 render to
the Lord for all 1is benefits?” So did
Zsacclieus ut Jericho;sodid the Pentecostal
Church at Jerusalem.

Many do not seem to notice how often
the Lord Jesus inculeated truth regarding
this matter.  Ilis sayings on the point
are very mnany; nor do we wonder that it
should  be s0, considering that selfishncss
is in us # root of bitterness ever spring-
ing up to trouble us.

T. Hx 8TATED THE DUTY.

Aud when He did so, it was done in
startling terms.  We read in Luke vi. 30:

“ G1VE TO EVERY ONK THAT ASKETHI OF |

tnes.”  Have we read the words aright?
Yes, the words are plain. Is thers no
other translation possible? No, they are
too plain and downright to admit of any
doubt. Isthere no various reading, then?
No, uone; the words stare you in the fuce,
“ GIVE TO EVERY ONE THAT ASKETH OF
Tupel” )
Disciple of Christ, you are to bea light,
ever disponsing its rays; you are to be u
well, affording something to all who come.
As you areto “Pray WITHOUT CEASING,”
aud to “ Qive thaoks 1y EvVERY THING,”
(1 Thess. v. 17, 18), s0 you ara to bave
an always-giving heart and hand—a reali-
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zation of that wel over which was writ-
ten i—

« Christian reader view in me,

An cablem of true charity,

\Yho freoly what § have heatow,

Though noither hicard nor seen to flow.

And | have fall returns from heaven,

For every cup of water given.”

While another, who is uot a disciple, may
bo grumbling. *So many ealls!” you
are toaeply, “ Yes, very many; but they
areall calls in providence to teach and cul-
tivate 1 me a giving disposition.”  The
Master had “many eally” upon Liim for
bealing all disense, and hol;-ing all waot,
and % GAVE TO EVERY ONE.

Let us undenstand the countext of this
passage, Luke vi. 30. 1n the preceding
verses, Christ inculcates, ¢ Love your ene-
mics, do good to them that hate you, bless
them that curse you, pray for them that
de-pitefully use you,” ﬂLuke vi. 27-28).
This is the very mind that was in Him;
this was what the Cross exhibited to the
full; this is the heart of the Qoxpel, telling
us the manifestation of God's love to
cneries in the Beloved Son, who was
wade a curse forthem that He might bless
them. And surely this is the holy mind
that disciples are expected to copy from
their Master.  Then in ver. 29, we sce the
meckness and calmness of Christ; “ Unto
birm that smiteth thee on the onc cheek

with so that *ono sue thee at tholaw and
tako away thy coat, let him have thy
clonk also”—fur betler this alternativo
than oxhibit thespirit of theworld. Even
80, * GIVE TO HIM THAT ASKETIl OF THEE,
and from him that would borrow of thee,
turn not thou away,” ealls upon us to be
ever ready to give, instead of being an-
noyed, as some are, by “so many calls.”
When asked, or when providence puts a
caso in our way, there must bo no harsh
denial, but an entiro willingness to give, if
the case of need be apparent.

Tn all this, who can fail to discern the
apirit and tone of tho Lord Jesus, whose
charity sought not its own, but laid out
even glory itsell on us the undeserving I—
Such a tone of character, therofore, must
be essential to real boliness and the want
of it a deformity, in as much as such a
want is unlikeness to tho Lord.

“Give stiength, give thought, givo deeds, give
Glve love, zive tears, and give thysclf;  [pelf,
Give, give~be always giving,
Who gives not, isnot hving.
The more wo give,
The more wo liva.”

II. HE STATED THE MANNER.

Wo are to give with a bappy, cheerful
feeling, as being privileged to do a blessed
thing. It 15 MORE BLESSED TO OIVE
TUAN TO RECEIVE” (Acts xx. 35), are

offet also the other; and him that taketh * words of the Lord Jesus—words preserved
away thy cloak forbid not to take thy cont: and embalmed in the Church, words so

abo.”  We, his disciples, are expected to

“well known that Paul could refor to them

posiess & meckness of spirit and a self-)asin a manver proverbial, words that bear
conirol that would carry us this length, | tho peculiar and unmistakeablo character-
whenever ciicumstances required.  And sy | istics of the soul and heart of Him from

ver. 30 comes in; “ GIVE TO EVERY CNE
THAT askETH OF THER;” followed by the
clause: “And of him that takeih away
thy goods, ask them not ugain”  Sutely,
these are words that call for A GiviNg sisp,
and-a readiness to let go the things that
sare Jaw fully ours!  Can less than this be
thé meaning ¢

If +heo, we turn to Matthew v. 39-42,
we bave the same subject treated of in
vory similarterms. 1t bids us not 1evenge,
but bo prepared ¢ if one smiwe us on one
cheek, to offer also the other”—not re-
vonge, but rather, “if compelled to go «
mile, to go two,” should that be the alter-
native,~—not revenge, but if' unjustly dealt

whose lips they fell. They are words that
teil us not simply that «Gop 1oveTH A
cnexrruL Giver” (2 Cor. ix. 7),but that.
God bas implanted blessedness in righs
giving, so that the giver’s faco cannot fait
toshine, if he knows what he is doing.—
Yes, “IT 18 MORE BLESSED TO Gtvw,” ag
Moiry did at Bethany, “ Tias 1o xecetve,”
as Solomon did when his ships returged
Jaden with gold of Ophir, and every rarg
and precious thing,

Giving, it appeure, 13 not to be reckoned
sclf-denial at atl. It would have been no
wonder though the Lord had wade this
call on us for giving, even if every act of
giving bad been sore seif-denia), 2 wrench-
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