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EDUCATIONAL.
. NORMAL SCHOOLS.
IN THEIR NATURE, RISE, AND PROGRESS, BEN-

EFITS, &c.~PROVINCIAL NORMAL SCHOUL
AT TRURO, GLOSE OF SUMMER TERM, &c.

As the Summer Seassion of thg Provincinl Normal Scheol
terminated on the 23rd of last month, it naturally devolves
upon us, in the corliest number of our Journal, to present to
our readerz a full and detailed account of the proceedings
connected therewith.  Ere, howerer, we take up this matter,
we purpose, 83 hinted in our-last, to discuss the whole subject
of Normal Schools—their necessity and nature, their rise and
progress, ‘their hencfits,pand ‘the provision that oiight to be

made for their support in every national system of education. |

Then we shall, we-trust, be in a mare- advantageous position
to give an outline of the leading fentures of the Provineinl
Normal School at Truro, with the concluding exercises of the
Term of that institution so-reeently brought to a close.

I. Tue NECEsSITY AND NATURE oF NonruaL Sciivors.

The term Normal is evdently derived from the Latin word
Norma, which signifies, a square or rule.  In accordance with
this derivation, it has assumed three shades -of meaning :—
1st. According to a square or rule ; 2ud, Regular, according

to an established law, rule or principle; 3rd. Relating to
rudiments or clements.  When the epithet came to be applied
to those institutions “which have for their object the training
up or the qualifying of porsons for the office of teaching the
young, dces not very plainly appear.  Tu this appliention,
howover, the term-scems exceedingly nppropriate, and ovi-
dently implies that these Tustitutions are or ought to bc( con.
ducted vccording to a fixed law or principle.  Whatever the
system or principle adopied, that system onght to pervade the
whole establishment, in organization, government, and in the
wholo style aud character of the education given. We be-
liove there is seareely & Normal School in existence that has
not soino one system or other.  Lhe system may not be so
good in the one, ns in the other, and the apparatus and ma-
chinery for carrying it out.may, be more amply provided for
in some than in others, but thepe is none without some sys-
tem, whatever may-be thought of it. And yet whilst this is
the case, it must not be imagined that there is nny. thing in
the shape of a gencral Normal School system, characteristic

.of the whaole of these institutions.—Though the object of them

all is the same—the training of & cluss of duly qualified teach-

ers—there is great diversity in the way in which this object

is accomplished , and even when the samoe system is adapted,
there is oftentimes no small modification in the carrying of it

out. And, therefure, to come to a eound judgment as to the.

eflicicney of ong or other of these institytions, the same touch-
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