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As the Summer Session of tlw Provincial Normnt School
terniinated on the 23rd of last month, it naturally devolves
upon us, in the crliest number of our Journal, to preàent to
our readers a full and detailed account of the proceedings
connected therowith. Ere, liowerer, we take up this mnater,
we purpose, as hinteil in our-last, to discuss the whole subject
of Normal Schools-their necessity and nature, their rise and
progress,their benefits,Pand fthe provision that oùght ta be
madte for their support in every national systen of education.
Then wu shall, we- trust, he in a marc- advantageons position
ta give an outline of the leading features of the Provincial
Normal School at Truro, witht the concluding exercises of the
Term of that institution so-réeently brouglit ta a close.

1. THa E'NECEss1TX AND NARTLF OF NouAL ScuoLs.
The term Normal is evidently derived from ithe Latin word

Yorma, which signifies,.a square or rule. In accordanco with
titis derivation, it lias assuncd three Jbades -of meaning:-
Ist. According to a square or rule ; 2nd. Regular, according

to an estatblied law, riue or principlu ; 3rd. Relating ta
rudiments or clenients. Wien the epithet camo ta be applied
to those institutions -whîicl havo for thiscr object the training
up or the qualifying of persons for the oilice of teaching tle
yotng, lecs not very phinly apptetr. Tu titis aipplicnlinu,
liowover, the tern seens cxceedingly appropriate, anod evi-
dentty imllic. that these Intitutionis tire or otglit (n le eon.
ducted eccording ta a fixed law or principle. Whntever the
systeni or principle adjted, iltat systen unglit tu pervade the
whole establishment, in organizattiun, ovurnmenîmt, and in ltle
who!o style and character of the education given. IWe be-
lieve there is scareçly a Nournal Sebiool in existence thtat lhs
not soie une systen or other. The systen may not bc se
good in the one, as in the other, and the tpp arptus and ni-
ehnery for carryng it out may. be more amply provideI for
in some than in others,. but there ia none witiout some sys-
tem, whatever may-be thought of it. And yet whilst thtis is
the cise, it must not .be imagined that there is n'ny ting in
the shape of a gencral Normal School system, characteristic
of the whole of these institutions.-Thîough the ubject of tbein
all is the same-tlhe training of a chuis uf duly qualified teach-
ers-there is great diversity in the way in which titis objert
is accomplished , and even wlen tite famo «y«ten is adnjted,
thera is oftentimes no small modification in the carrying of it
out. And, therefure, tu come to a sound judgnent as to thc
efliciency uf one or other Qf these instittitions, the samo toueli.
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