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drawinc rooni witli scores of liteiary people wvbo eau discuss nl<vels or
gîive readings with far more effiîiinate glace andi elegance thian the buisy
practitioner can, wbilst the plainer attire of the l]ysiciaits wite an(l
daughiters is siniply subnîerged under the lustrous jewe]s aund iuistling(ý
silks of the wives and daugrhters of these commercial " kincrs of ftianc."
The latter occupy ail the space iii the social columuns of our daily papers.
And not alone in bis litcrary and financial. status has the doctor's decline
been noticeable, for lias not the social dlistiniction tbat went witbi bis
titie for centuries faded away since the abibreviation " 1r." is embla-
zoned on the door plates of a score of diverse crafts ?ITe social rating
o)f the doctor, or more accurately, of the feminine portion of his houseboli
is on a par withi the average clitirch member of good standing.

The miedical pessamnist may look upon bis ]iterary, fluanicial. and
social status with gyloorny forebodings, and justly so, if thies,,e elements
wcre the main factors iii a doctor's life. Tiiere is anlother picture to

present in which the great mission of the physician's life is portrayed.
In the saine decades in which the above inentioned changes were taking
place there were accomplished many of the greatest achievements to be
found in the whole bistory of medicine. 'Furn back the pages of its
history and see the fearful. ravages on human life made by plagues, the
helpless, hopeless condition of the physica]ly dlefornied, and the intensity
of sufferingr for wbicli there were no mnis of alleviation. Compare il]
this with present conditions an(l sec-in the prevention of disease, iii the
abbreviation of its course, in the renioval. of (leformities and in tbie iiniti-

,gation of suffering-achievements wliich, in greatness of resuits and ini

beneficence of character, far overshadow any achieveniients that have
been wonl i literary, comnmercial or social life. What wots the old
bero, of bis tori garinents, scarred features, or nmaimed limbs, whien lie
bas held the fortress or " scaled victory's heiglits ?" or why the physician
bemioan the Ioss of some Iiterary frilis, the want of riches or social dis-
tinction, whien lie, too, can achieve the most splendid victories over
disease-one of man's greatest enemies. Fie lias this consolation, also,
that the public ask no questions about the examination miarks, amount
of wealth or social distinction obtained bv a Lister, a Virchow, a Koeh
or an Osier, nor will tbey ask about bis status in these fields if lie uni-
tate the exaniple of sincb mnen as these.

PROI"ESSIONAL STATUS.

wbiatever the pbysician nîlay, iii regard to l'us statius as comupare4l

wvitb that of a miemiber of any other calling, it sbould be a uuatter of
vital importance te liuat te standu high in the estimuation of the mi 'ers


