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4. Bad result or failure.-All cases in which comptications
occurred of so serious a nature as to prevent the patient fromn
regaining sufficient vision to sec his way about.

On this basis thon how does it stand with the ninety cases
now under consideration ? I find there are 70 good results, or
84.4 por cent.; 12 satisfactory results or 13.3 per cent.;
2 unsatisfactory results or 2.2 per cent., and no failuires.
Most of these operations were done under the influence of
cocaine, and I think this has had something to do with results
being botter than wore usually obtained before the days of
cocaine, for there is no doubt operations on the eye are now
perforned with much greater doliberation and precision than
was the case where no ana.sthetic, or such anostletics as
ether or chloroform were used; and thore is, moreover, no
doubt but that the patient's general condition is much more
favorable after cocaine anesthesia than it used to be after the
profound disturbanco so often seon in consequence of the
a(lministration of a general anesthetie.

In my own experience I have never had so long a series of
clataract operations without loss of one eye as the one now
presented, and F an quite inclined to attribute this uiuîsual
siuccss to the strict use of antiseptic precautions rather than
to increased skill in operating or any other collateral circun-
stanee. Compared with the cataract statistics of other
ophthalmie5 surgeons as we find them in current literature of
a few yearsago, ny resuilts are cortainly more favorable as
it is not uncomnion to find the failures amounting to five and
evei tenl per cent.

I will not go into details of the ninety cases just referred to
but ut the sane time I cannot refrain from callinrattention to
the remarkable absence of suppurative inflaunmation in the
whole series.

In only one instance there was a dense yellowish infiltra-
tion of the vitreous humor which had the appearance of a
sutppurative process, aand when the patient disappeared from
observation vision was rcdlaCet to qualitative perception of
liglit. The oye, however, vas beginning to clear up and
about six months later the woman's husband wrote to say
that sc could sec quite vell again.

The two worst resuilts were in both eyes of the saine patient,


