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The nocturnal. Raptorial birds fortrning the family Of STRIO1DAIE Or OWla, arè
dlvided by Mr. Gray iute four suli-familiee.

Tihe SIJRNINAE, or Ilawk owls, have the head small iii proportion, 'without tuftsw
and with the facial dlise imperfect above the eycs.,

Thie University -Museums possesoes Surnia Ulula, the hawk owl, a moderato
oiseà? pecies abouuding in the fur-countries, and occapionally seen in our district.

Nyctea Nivea, the Snowy owl, a well known and very handsome bird; and one
example out of several, we miglit perhiaps hope te obtain, of the genus Athent
paaarineides, eue of the bi.rdt popularly confouuded under the naine of the litile
owl.

The sub-.inily Bui3o.%NAE, have the liead broad and somnewhat flat, with
usually two prominent tufts; the facial dlise bcing iniperfeet above the eyes.

Tii. most conspicious example is Bubo Virgiviarîus, the great Virginian horxed
owl, one of the larger sized, of very beauti fui and characteristie ferai. Besides tbe,
wre hiave twe tzpecies of Ephialles, 8inail owls of intere'.tiîg eliaracter:

Ephialte8 Asie, the Amnerican Seops earcd owl, or littie screcch owl, and
Ephtialtes Nudipes, the naked footed owl, which latter inay probably belon- to a
different genus.

The sub-family of the Sya-tNXiIAE, (11-e naine of wliich cornes too near ini sound to
the first, lias the facial dise t.oniplete above, the tuft often absent, and when
present, of fe-wer feathers. It affords us two fine species of Syrniun:

Syrniurn citereum?, the great cineteous owl, a nianguiffieient bird iiîîhabiting deep
woods, abonnidingr in the fur countries, and occasionally visiting this more southern
district, of whicli tie University bas recently obtined a pair from Mr. Passinore;
and,

àSirniuie neb5ulosimi, the barred owl, one of tie cominoncst apccies in eus-
neiglibourhood.

There arc also ini the collection twvo species of Otus:
Ottus W;l.soiii, the Ainerican long eared o-wl, which lias gcneraliy been con-

founded -%vith Olus vuigaris, the European long carcd ewl, but is abundantly
distinct, and,

Offis Jirachyotus, the short-eared owl, cornmnon te both continents.
The remnaining sub-family, consists Of the STRIxcîs, Barn owls. % race entirely

without tufts, wvith thc facial dises, complete, generally of a somcwhat triangular
figure.

Net to leave the group 'without illustration, a European specimen of Sirix
lamimea, flic ceramon barn owl, or whîite oNvl, stands «nith the others. This

species is said to belong te Amnerica, as wcll as Europe, but Audubon, gives reasons
for t-upposing the Aincrican forin te lie distinct, and *iudging from i s fine figure com-
parcd witlî the Enropean bird, there is ne doubt that lie is riglît. The Amnerican
gpeciznens have lîitlito been found cxclusively in the soutlî, whereas the,
European bird zniglît rather lie expected te inliabit miore uorthern regions.
Eleven species of owls now in the University -Museun, have been procured
around Toronto iu a short 1 îeriod, and it may be reasonably hoped tliet furtlîer
additions will he cotitributcd te the collection frein the sanie neiglibourliood, as
well as froni otlier parts of thie Province.

The University collection containis in almost cvcry instance, a pair ef each
species. digplayiîîg well the 8exual difféences in size and plumage.
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