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shewing whiat results may be considcred as at least approximately
correct, and partly to warn othcrs from wasting as i-nucli time as 1
bave done on those p.-rts which can do notbing but mislead.

It may be desirable. ts a prelirninary, to explain the nature of the
work performed by the enuinerators. lai their lists the name of eachi
individual in a famnily is given, with coluinns to shew %vbetlîer maie or
female, married or sin-le, and ivitli a column, for the age next birth
day. There are also columns to shew the numnber of births and
deaths during the preceding ycar, and the age at ivhich deathi
occurred; and this is all that relates to vital statistics, or to that
portion of the sutbcet wvhich we are examining. Now, it would appear
probable a priori, that with ordinary care, the faets then and there
present, viz. :everything relating to the persons livinîig at the time,
would be given correctly enough. 1 do not think that therc is any
reason to doubt the numbers living, the proportion of maies and
femnales, and of mnarried and single, very nearly representing the truc
state of the population ; and the ages %vould, probablv, be flot verv
far wrong, thougli there is muchi more doubt. upon this subject.
Many persons do îîot know their ages witli accuracy, and many May
have purposely misstated thiern. The iendency to gucss at ilie age,
ai-d to eall it the nearest round number, is forcibly illustrated in the
Census of the State of New York, for 1S.55, by a di agiarn which
shews the immense prepoî:derance of ages stated as 35, -40, 4.:-, &c.,
over allVother ages. But wvhen past fluets are recorded, as the births
and deaths wvhicIi occurrcd perhaps inanNy months before, wve couldj
hardly look for the saine accuracy, and one would. expeet the birtlse
and deaths to be considerably understated. An error of this kind is
not by any means peculiar to the Census of Canada. Bv the Census
of the 8tate of New York, for 1855, the total deaths recordedl are
46,297, which gives a percentage on the population of I .36, a suspi-
ciously low rate; but iii the saine year, wbilst the Census gave the
deaths in the City of New York at 11,022, the citv regis ters rccorded
23,042. If wve merelv correùt the manifest error in the city, the
general rate would become 1.7-1, but if ive suppose the omissions
there to be a test of what they 'vere iii other parts of' the State, it
would bc as high as 2.8-4; the truc aniount is probably intermediate
between the two. A verv striking illustration of the omissions which
are likelv to be made of facts, Whieh occurred some time before the,
taking of the Census, is furnishied by the United States Census of


