
THE OUTLOOK.

iug forward, stood a tall, attenuated ligure weariug
a barrister's wig and gown. The face was mobile,
the ctheeks were llushed with a hectic color, aud tong
nervous fingers wyere still pressed, angular, upon
the strings of a violin. Seated upon a hassock, with
lier bands locked round lier kuee, lier head thrown
back. and her great dark eyes still filled with a
dreamy ecstasy, was the child.

It bccame necessary to speak.
"T hardly know low to explain this intrusion,

even to myself. I appear to have been dravn up
miaguetically by your iusic."

".We owe our roses to hiiim," I eliard the ehild
whisper.

'Tlie other had quietly divested himiself of his
wig and gown, and lad laid the violin upon the
table. He bowed with an old-world courtesy, tihen
spokie.

"No need for apology, sir. My little one tells
me that we owe this sweet-scented garniture of our
roon to yo. We should have felt regref h.ad yon
not paid us a visit, if only to inspeet its disposi-
tion."

I was at once made welcomne, with I know nol
what unostentatious hospitality.

That visit was but a precursor of others. One
evening wheu I liappened to call earlier than I liad
been wont to, I found the child seated, as usual, on
the hassock, and the other standing, as vle I h iad
first seen him, clad in wig and gown. This tite
lie did not divest himseif of these on my appennince,
but mnerely turned towards mue vith a smiile.

"We are endeavoriug to keep our faculties fromt
rusting," lie said in un explainatory mImner. $eeig
that 1 was at a loss to understand Iimîx, lie colt-
tinued: "The little one sits as juùge, wliîe I dis-
course fron an imaginary brief. \\ e lind tiat our
chamber here possesses at least one great a<lvan
tage over the courts proper. Thougli our contention
fail to give us satisfaction, we cau always intro.ïite
harnony into the proceedinîgs." And lie waved lis
hand gravely in the direction of his violin.

The curiosity 1 began to feel was considerible.
"You have thrown Vour doors open to me1

said. "Treat mue still further as one of yourselves
by not allowiug my presence to interrupt you."

"Yo must not blaime mIxe for lthe conse-
quences," lie exelaimed. "Sit dowin."

IUaving gained my point, I crossed to my oid
place by the window; and, tzurninîg to the attentive.
child, my iest proceeded to take up lis discourse at
the point at which lie appeared to Lave dropped ii.
Cleverly employing the manner of a bewildered
speaker repeating himself, lie was en.abled, ly this
miif-mus, to capitulate for my behoof the ternis or

the case lie was arguing. My interest eertainly dici
not decrease as lie proceeded. Gradually losing ail
trace of mnimicry. lis voice mnellowed as lie warimeu
to is subject, whilst bis periods increased both in
breadth and delicacy of finish. I could not but
marvel at the rugged rhetorical force displayed;
and I watched with a keen interest the sinuous
course pursued anidst the subtlest distinctions. It
all scemed so much a matter of course to the solemn
child seated there on the lassook, with a fathomless
look of wisdom in her great eyes, that. recalling
the scene afterwards, I could almost fancy I lad
been dreaming.

As time passed I came to know more of this
map; and as our friendship grew I obtained some

insigtiL 11t. tue curious inusaie u1 1Mis past. IL was
NaU soirpre tsui*jel' .1 leurnt iat, ilougu L-- nau
uuun caued Lu tue Mur LwuLL yeurs prevWUSty, le
Mau Lever talen a briet.

"I. once knew au at.turney," lie said coiutenI-
ally, as tinoug lie were inakiug sume curionus revela-
tiUU, "but tuaL IusL haveje•n xmany yUars ago.
.uen brieis as tLaL att.rUey luglit flave 'u UîspLense
i was tu have niau; but ne someiOIw IoUL siglt 01
ie. .1% was disappoinLed, ud-but there, you eau

Ueduce the rest. My organisi is wreteeuwy Un-
suitable 1or enabling mie to utilise social interCoursU
as a lever for advaucing myself in the profesmun.
Thus Ie sequestered and nul uenjoyable back-
grounsd of life lias been mine." lie smiled abstract-
edly. "Aud yet-uute the psychological plienou-
enou-I wait in daily expectation of the case whicli
is to bring nie faime and discoufort." Then lie
turned the conversation.

At another tine lie told mie how lie and the
child Lad comue togetiher. 11e bad been paying a
visit to a friend at oune of the hospitals, and had
drifted upon au event at once tragieal and mysteri-
Ous. A lady, whilst walking iI the street with lier
little daughter, had been seized witli a sudden ill-
ness; had been taken lin and teuded, and Lad never
spoken again. The child Lad been interrogated as to
lier friends and. stupelied with grief, Lad replied
that. she knew ef none. She Lad given an address
and ou ilquiry being made at the house named. all
that could be ascertained was that a lady had lodged
ther-, and that lier liusbaud lad died abroad some
nonuhis previously. Advertisements were iuserted
in tht newspapers, but nu response to then was
rtceived. Then it was that my neighbor of Garden
Couri went forward aud offered to take charge of
tle waif; and the authorities of the hospital, after
inquiry, ]lad gladly acceded to the request. Since
tienI the strangely assorted couple had grown to
love eachl other tenderly.

1 found my thouglits coustautly occupied with
themn. Concerning both there was something so
abnoral, su fureign to y previous experience.
That this niddle-aged nan, iutelleetually so gra-
cicusly endowed, should after twenty years be still
waiting for the brief whieh liad niever cone to him
witinn that period, appeared itcredible. At night
i dreamnt of the subject with which my thouglits
liad been eugaged during th. day, and in my dreams
wlat I Lad sen aud heard combined and re-com-
bined in a myriad of funtastie foris, over which
one ligure seemed to preside-that of Denosthenes
Coke, robed, bewigged, waiting. I tossed about
feverishly, with an inexpressible longing to be con.
cerucd in some way in the fulflmrnent of his expecta
tion taking posession of me. When I awoke In the
mîorning inarticulate desire bad shaped itself into
articulate expression. I Lad merely to complete my
plan.

1 arose, inspected the letters wlch lay upon
my table, and observed that one of them was from
my uncle, the attorney. On opening it I found the
notes of a case, in the settlement of which my as
sistance was required.

It appeared, from what I read, that a late client
of mny uncle's, on liearing of au only and beloved
son having married in opposition to his wishes, had
cut off all communication witl him, and had subse-
quently died. The son had bcen completely lost
sight of, and a nephew, presumably the heir, had


