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ing forward, slood a tall, attenuated figure wearing
a barjster’s wig and gown. The fuce was mobile,
the cheeks were {lushed with a hectice color, and lun"
nervous fingers were still pressed, angulal, upon
the strings of a violin. Seated upon a has:ouk witlly
her Lands locked round her kuces, her head thrown
back, and her great darvk eyes still filled with
dreamy ecst.zsy, was the child.
1t became necessary to speak,

“T hardly know hew to explain this intrusion,”

even to myself. I appear to have been drawn up
magunetically by your musie.”

“We owe our roses to him,” I eard the child
whisper.

The other had quictly divested himself of his
wig and gown, and had laid the vielin upon the
{able. He bowed with an old-world courtesy, then
spolie.

“No nced for apology, sir. My little one tells
me that we owe this sweet-scented garniture of our
room to yon. We should have felt regref had you
not paid us a visit, if only to inspect its disposi
tion.”

T was at once made welcome, with I know not
what unostentatious hospitality.

That visit was but a precurser of others. One
evening when I happened to call earlier than I had
been wont to, I found the child seated, as usual, on
the hassock, and the other standing, as when I had
first seen him, clad in wig and gown. This time
he did not divest himself of these on my appeariice,
but merely turned towards me with a smile.

“We are endeavoring to keep our faculties 1rom
rusting,” he said in an explanatory manner. Seciy
that 1 was at a loss to understand him, he con-
tinued: “The little one sits as judge, while 1 dis-
course from an imaginary brief. We find that vur
chamber here possesses at least one great wdvan
tage over the courts proper. Though our contention
fail 10 give us satisfaction, we can always intro.uce
harmony into the proveedings.” And he waved his
hand gravely in the direction of his vielin.

The curiosity 1 began to feel was considerable.

“You have thrown your doors open to me,” 1
said. “Treat me still further as one of yourselves
by not allowing my prescnce to interrupt you.™

“¥ou must not blame me for the conse-
quences,” he exclaimed. “Sit down.”

Having gained my point, I crossed to my oid

place by the window; and, tuining to the attentive,

child, my hest proceedcd to talke up his discourse at
the point at which he appeared to have dropped ii.
Cleverly employing the mauner of bewildered
speaker repeating himself, he was c¢nabled, by this
means, to capxtulatc for my behoof the terms of
the case he was arguing. \I) interest certainly dud
not decrease as he procvedod Gradually josing a2l
trace of mimicry. his voice mellowed as he warmea
to his subject, whilst his periods increased both in
breadth and delicacy of finish. I could not but
marvel at the rugged rhetorical feree displayed;
and I watched with a keen interest the sinuous
course pursued amidst the subtlest distinctions. It
all scemed 8o much a matter of course to the snlemn
child seated there on the hassock, with a fathomless
look of wisdom in her great eyes, that, recalling
the scene afterwards, I could almost fancy I had
been dreaming.

As time passed I came to know more of this
map; and as our friendship grew I obtained some
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At another time lbe told me how he and the
child had come together. 1lle had been paying a
visit to a friend at oue of the hospitals, and had
drifted upon an event at once tragical and mysteri-
ous. -\ lady, whilst walking in the street with her
littde daughter, had been scized with a sudden ill-
ness; had been taken in and tended, and had never
spolien again. The child had been interrogated as to
her friends and, stupefied with grief, bad replied
that she knew of none. She had given an address
and on inquiry being made at the house named, all
that could be aswrl.nned was that a lady had lodged
thers, and that her husband had died abroad some
months previously.  Advertisements were inserted
in the newspapers, but no response to them was
received. Then it was that my neighbor of Garden
Court went forward and offered io take charge of
the waif; and the authorities of the hospital, after
inquiry, had gladly acceded to the request. Since
then the stun"d,\ assorted couple bad grown to
love cach other tenderly.

I found my thoughts constantly occupied with
them. Concerning both there was something so
abnoral, so foreign to y previous experience.
Thit this middle-aged man, intelleciually so gra-
ciously endowed, should after twendy years be still
waiting for the brief which had never come to him
witlnn that period, appeared incredible. At night
1 dreamnt of the subject with which my thoughts
had been engaged during tbe day, and in mny dreams
what 1 had scen and heard combined and re-com-
bined in a myriad of funtastic foris, over which
one ligure seemed to preside—that of Deinosthenes
Coke, robed, bewigged, waiting. 1 tossed about
fever xshl), with an melpxess:ble longing to be con-
cerucd in some way in the fulfilment of his expeota
tion taking posession of me. \When I awoke 4n the
morning inarticnlate desire had shaped itself into
n;‘ticnlatc expression. I had merely to complete my
plan.

1 arose, inspected the letters which lay upon
my table, and observed that one of them was from
my uncle, the attorney. On opening it I found the
notes of ‘a case, in the settlement of which my as
sistance was required.

Tt appeared, from what I read, that a late client
of my uncle’s, on hearing of an only and beloved
son having marriced in opposition to his wishes, had
cut off all communication with him, and had subse-
quently died. The son had been completely lost
sight of, and a nephew, presumably the heir, had



