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turbed when in this position, because it depends upon this attachment to
draw itself froin the old larva skin. 0f six pairs which I tried to raise from
the eggs iu only one case ivas I successfül, not because they are difficult-
to rear, for I have liad very exceltent success hieretofore, but I wvas obliged
to trust to inexperienced hands for a short tirne, and they ivere not properly
fed. This pair are nowv in the cocoon, and I anticipate that they ivili
corne out 'P and ,presuining this to be the law of their nature frorn the
fact of there being twvo cggs Laid together. I hope for further facts the
coniing season, and that those who liave conveniences for raising IarvSe will
give their attention to thie subject.-PHILIP S. ý1>RAGUE., Boston 4,, Mass.

INSIECTS As Fooi).-In this utilitarian age perliaps the niost iinport(tnt
question in entonmology i5 to find out in wvhat îvay inseots can be enif1 loyed
for the benefit of inankind. A. niost curions instance lias latcly corne to niy
knoi'ledge which I think ray intcrest sonie of our i-eaders. Mky informant,
M. Guerin-M"'ezieville, a well knowni sericulturist and econonic entoniol-
ogist, showed mie sorte dark-coloured cakes resenîbling soniellhat browvn
bread. These cakes are eaten extensively aniong the poorer classes and
natives lu the City of -Mexico. They are made exclusively with the eggs of
tw~o kinds of ivater-btugs (Coiaeoaaand a species of ATo/once/a.)
Tfhe natives cut quantities of reeds and other aquatic weeds, and strew
thieni oit the borders of the great lake near the city, and they are soon
coated with eggs laid by the insects. Thiese eggs, whicli are about the size
of a rnustard-seed, are deposited so abinidantly as ofî-ý. to cover the plants
entirely. The natives "hlarvest" thiese planits, and after exposing thieni some
tirne lu the sunt to dry, scrape off die eg"s, and either keep) theni in that state
for future use or pound themn at once into meal. The pcrfect insects theni-
selves are not neglected, for they are caughit in great nunibers and hawked
about the streets as food for cage-birds and poultry, which are very fond of
thien. It is snrprising that the raids wvhicli are practised against these ini-
sects in tw'o of their states do iiot apparently diiinishi thieir numrbers;- they,
hiowever, rnultiply to suchi a degrc, tliat notwithstanding the tribute they
have to, pay, enoughi survive to supply the natives wvith food year after year,
M. Guerin-Meneville received saniples of the isects, the eggs, "seed," meal,
and cakes; but unfortunately the latter aecidentally becaine saturated with
spirits of ivine iu which a snake liad been preserved, so that it was impossible
to, taste ther.-E. L. -Ragonot, -3 Ieize de UJuffon, Pariz;is (Sience Gossi).

We hiear that the "ILadybirds,"- which excited s0 inuch curiosity last
autumn. hiave reappearcd iii large nunibers iii the neighiborhood of New
Wandsworth. So carly an appearince ivili surprise niiost of ns who have
been wvont to, reg-ard thiese visitors as suniniier gncsts.-IVatitrc, iMarch -.


