
MTS&IONARY WORK IN THE NEWI IIEBRrCDES. [Atigust

is, standing from four to ton feot hligh, are to be sen, while in thc soatia
the suiperstitions savagos are content with rude watc r-worn stones of ail
shapes and JîzO5.

Somo -*,housands of -yoars ago, the many languages mighit have bceen
called diaTocts, but at tho proent day the only affinity thiat cau be scei, is
in a fow i oot words, si- h as'tho words for " oarth, " " water, " "bos,
etc.,. in varions forms, ..nning through a fow of the languages as at p)res.
ent spok ýn.

Even the structure of theso languiages, the ono from the othor, arc dis.
tinctly di.lcrent, se that ecd new missionary opening a now station bas a,
a rulo bec -i obllgod to begin exaetly whore Drs. Geddio, lInglis, and I>atuiî
began, go Jing £rom the lips of the heathen people among whorn they se~
tled, by n amy comical pointinga and signs, as bcst they could the nouas,
verbs, adv >rbs, Ctc., until by painstaking labor, aidod uy their very isola.
tion froan .Âvilized si.ýiTound'n<rs the «Word cf God has, to a greater or
Icss citent> been translatqd into seventeen of these New H-ebridean ]an.
guages.

The real bOeginnîng of this great work was the settkcment on Aneityum
of native teachers from Samnoa; but to the Rev. John Geddie, flhc Nova
Scotian missionary, belongs th,; crodit ç>f having first reduced thec language
of Aneityum to a written forin, the Gospel accordîng to St. Mark, i0hich
lio translatcd, being thc first complote book published ix' any 'anguage ia
the western PaiX.Thc aissionaries have ail along endeave-,edl to uti>,e
the services of their xnost intelligent converts as teachers of their brethrea.
As st. n as thc back of heathenism was broken on Aneityum Dr. Geddie
took charge of the printing-pross, whilo Dr. Inglis establ'shed an institu-
tion for thc training of nalive t<iachers.

Miiny of these Aneityn helpers sacrifico.d their lives 'whil-i assisting te
carry the gospel cf peace te their heatlien bretliren on their ewVn and other
islands. Now, from many islands in the centre of thc group, wlaich were
in the densest heathen darkness twenty years ago, numbers of Christian
teachers have gene and are now helping toeovangelize the mcrc receatly
occupied islands farther north. In tbhs aggressive work the reverend
Messrs. Milne, Mackenzie, Macdonald, Robertson, and etliers have lne
noble service ini training couverts and fol!owing the oxample set ly the
founders of the mission, enlisting their sympathies in forcign service, be-
sides keeping up a necessary staff cf village teachers on their ewn respewe-
tive islands.

The nutive tc-achers at prescrnt employed nuxnber about 180, inostly
married mon. These are nndcr the superintendenceocf 1 P resident mis-
sionaries, who, oaci work frein given centres, endeavering to influenco the g
whole surrounding region by thc aid cf these willing helpers.

The mission bas now reachod a stage when a furtUar developmoeI U
nccessary. Tie lUnited Syrsod last ycar (1894) deeided teestablisi a natie a
t-eachers' training institution for the group, tic student3 to be drawn frein
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