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Such argument seems plausible, but is it not fallacious?1 What if there
lies beneath this whole conception a fundaniental, error!1 Does it not rcst
upon au assumptioli that the Church is to undertake to draw ungodly soute
toward her assembliesl! For that position who will show us any Seripture
warrant!1 We need to go back to the New Testament aud learn the truo
nature of a Christian Churcli. Whoe doce it contain one passage in which
it is even hintcd that the Churcli is to employ any ineans, secular or sacred,
for the mere purpose of drawing outsiders into hier assemblies for worship ?

Dr. Adolph Saphir, that marvellous preacher Who kept ail London
awake by his singular insight into Scripture truth~, sounded. the alarmi
agLinst this notion, iu the -%vorld's metropolis. Ile sys, " The Church is
the congregation of believers, and to thein God's truth mnust be fully unfold-
ed."1 "«As the Churol service is in the flrst instance for God's worship
ard the instruction aud advancement of believers, many things must be
explained aud dwelt on which unholievers or outsiders cannot fully under-
stand, aud which, they, Iikely, will *nîisunderstand, and at whlich they will
be offeuded." " We have too inudl adapted our whole service sud
churdli life to undecided worldly pcople."1 *

This false philosophy of adaptation works two ways : first, toward
suppression of unpalateble doctrine or iruih. l4any a trnth that is a step-
ping-stoue to a believer is a stumbling-stone to an -.tnbeliever. Shaîl we
deprive saints of a step upward lest sinners fail over it downward .- Otur
Lord did not so. 'Mlen even professed disciples stumbked at Ilis teaching,
le only repcated the objectionable truth in even a more obnoxious form.t
One has only to go about froin churcli to churcli nowvadays to find that even
lu Evangelical pulpits certain so-called " severer, " " sterner" doctrines are
treated as obsolete. It is a day of prophicsying of snioothi things ; of love
versus laiv, salvation rather than sini, culture more than regeneration, tixe
perfectability of humanity rather than man's depravity and utter ruin. And
the pulpit must bo in bondago so long sud so far as prcaching le conscious-
ly or uncousciously shaped with reference to drawinq or repelling i en. It
is a disaster wheu the "'offenco of the cross"' coasas. Spiritual disciples
wiIl no longer be edified wlien camnai minds are gratifiod and saitisfied.

A second, and cqually serious result is tho Zowerinq of lthe standard of
qodlinea. "The world will love its own, " and to draw the world it ie
necessary to set up a worldly attraction. A inagnet draws. only ironi and
steel, aud so, the Gospel's attraction is regulatcd by affinity. Evcry attcmipt,
therefore, bo maie a service of worship attractive to, the natural aud carnml
mnan runs at est this rislc-that we shall bc led to drop out what is dis-
tinctively spiritual, and substitute what is distiuctively worldly. And bbc
practical result is that evcry innovation, introduccd into dhurch worship and
life 'with a view to drawing the outsider, proves a mus of harm. to th
spiritual character of disciples. \Ve #ccoinmodate ourselves to thc world
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