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1 have knoiwu people mider înost advantagcmis conditionîs te live twcent -
seven ye-ars without liaving aceenipliid inuich in life. Tîvcuty-s--vcu
ycars are botli swift, and short for a, peoffie tu cinerge f roin the bogs of
servitude, iii iow-down life, iii absolute poverti' of estatc of body, mnîxd, and
seul, te acquire truc ideas of what, Clîristianity realîr is, te get away froîin the
inhieritances of hicathcenisîne te overcoîne hiabits of tlhoughlt andi condulet whiech
liad cntrenclicd thiselves se asL- te lhe ingrained and a partialf tlieir natures.

Tuie four mnillions of peuple have iio% lirconie more titan, seven miillions.
What lias bieu accumniplisiîcd?

It xnay lie riglt first cf ail te observe %wlîat hias not lîeen accenlplisiedt.
Thiere is agreat, re-sidunuxii of thc race wiih lias accenîplishced nothing~

Millions stili ronain in darkuness, whosc cenunon lot is poverty, wvlîosrZ(
intellectual aud nmerai condition is uit, littie if any botter than it was iu
slaverv. Wlicn loft te, Iiimuscîf aud ]bis l-tinie surromndings the niegre is
net irnproving. Tie degradation and mniisery ainong those as yet lunsavcd
arc appalling. This is so evîdent that thie superficial observcr wlho forgets
that the prescut is deeply roetcd i history, aud who speaks frei a lîresent

impression madle hi' sccinýg the mutitudcs of ragcd, shiiftie.qs, thriffiess,
idie negroos %vlio crewd inte towns and citics. wvill not licsitate tu sai' that
the formier turnes -%crc botter thian these, anid that, the negro cf to-day Lis
inii nany îvays degcnecrated frein the negro of siavery. In seine part it is
truce that, his progý-ress is rergesoanti at ]lis last state is wors« 'thiat
]lis first. In towus aud chties saluons prospcr tiroughi niegro patroiage.
T1lie cvii is incalculable. In slaven' days therc -was a law aud a iash for
black drinkoers. Now a thousand dollars arc spent i>y thenii lu dniinking
aud drunkcnnes ivlhere eue was lieforo cuiaucipatien.

In the rural cemnnunitieq. aise, in inani' place.s the degradation enidg
scarcely have becu wevr.re iu siaveri' days, aud itllcessq, wlîxch was net theni
possible, is now se comuen as; te beoemt' destructive tu, the negro and a
public peril. Slavcry nieyer tauglît seif-care uer proiueted foretiîeuglht.
aud a more theughitics antd imuproviient, cemature thani the neogre, Nvli lias
becu loft Io hiniself lives nowlhcrc short of abselute Theîeiz. Fi
blackswivio camnîxt rcad to-dav arc iu cxess cf the original four Ilillionis
î%vitn thev werc set frc. Thecir miuces i .lld-whichi existcd lîeftîre
the wvar cax hbo lmt.t litie botter tian they then wcre-. l'le oid-thnie uc"re
religion, %iîli eue coid hid ivitheut, virtue tor inoraiitx, lias net ccascd
te bc. Tîtat whirit su cm~ :ly fittcd lu witm the g-encrations «if Sla-ve 11fr
continues witli the uutaughit gecratious. Tiiere are millions te-tilaiiil
<Icusity of ignorance, lu depthis of superstition, poor, thoughltlcss, inuailv
aud niorall iv ealc.

It was irnuediately reaiized liv those wivix feit cellea ta, titis missiouarv
î%vork, that a Chîristian faith couid mnale iin reali gain ainoing this peojîle by
ncrcly prociaiming to theux ltt .Icsus Christ is the Savioxir of the wîîrlil,
aud thtat Ilow God cnxnxandted tixin to repent. It is net Poissibîle te save
a vacuumx. Peeple Nvith vacant mnids canr.ot, louer Christ. Cumerss birood


