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bis disciples collected iii a book cailed IlDiscourses and. Coniversation."J
ilere -we find titat lie was a, teacher of morality and net a founiider of a re-
ligion. lie teaches nothing about Goa and the future. Whecn a disciple
asked him. how to serve godas or spirits, hoe said, " We caiiiot serve men
how can we serve gods ?" is answer te an inquiry abouit dcath w~as,
"We know iîot wvhat life is ; how eau we kilow dcath ?"

Loyalty to the king, faithfulncss to friends, conjugal fidelity and frater-
ual love are ineulcatcd as the cardinal virtues of inan. Above ail, filial
piety is emplinsized as beiug- the root of ail moral principles. Mie ances-
tral worship every nian is etnjoiined, to observ'. is the resuit of extending
filial piety to the dead rather than the outcon of any positive belief i1n aL
future stato.

Iarn unable te, say wvhen Confucîanisin was introduced into Horea.
lloiwever, the credit of liavingç browught the alicient, classies of China to
Korea belong,-s to Choi Chii WVon, who Iived about, seventy years B. c.

Thîring the dynasty of Ko R~io, betwen .917 and 1391 A.D., Confucian-
isin gave place to Baddhisîni. But the abuses of the latter became se, Lad,
thiat the fotinders of the present, dynasty mnade Conf tcianirn the national
standard of morality to, the iitter wgetof ]3uddhisîn.

Thus Çonfncianisrn for twcnty centuries, cspecilly for the last five
Ilundrcd yea-,rs, lias had an unlimnited sway over inind ;uid lheart of thc
Koreani. It is noticeable, that wvhiIe ]3uddhisrn and Christianity are divid-
cdi inte sccts înany and deliominations not a fewv, Confucianisîn) is Practi-
cally the, saine iii ail couintries. Thîe different views ,%'1icli scholars hold
concerning certain trivial points in the systcmn are of so littie importance
that vcry fcw people know or care te, kunow ;tnythting. abolit theni. Tlhis
uniformity may be due te the carly and froc circulation of thc classics and
te the significant fact that thc systein teaches nothîîî tliat gocs beyond
ivhat is Kýorcan and seeni. On thc doetrines of predestiina-tioni, wvhich as-
Ëlai a mnan te, licaven or hell hefore lie -%vas borai, and of universn1lisn, Nvhlich
niintainis tile final salvation olcf hedvii hiuiscf-on suchi questions as
iiese, lymng beyond thc definito grasp of reason, opinions iiaturaily
differ, thns giving risc to varions scliools. But it rcquircs no exorcise of
fàitli te believe or dexîy any of fte iii;ttcr-of-f-act teacliers of Conifu-
cianisili.

AIt any rate, tIc systein is one &'isni" in Korca. lIts lold on tIe. peo-
ple inay be seen in the universal practice of anice-stral worship, thîe r-ever-
ence Nwith wh1ich ail classes speak of Confucius ýan( bis; disciples, and tIc(.
me.ntial parts %vhich Confuician j>inciples play in thc liturgies, laws, and
literature of tIc nation.

W'hat lias Conftucianisrn done for Korca ? Withi diffidence yet~ convic-
tion [ dare sa tlint it lias donc very little, if anytliing, for Korea. What

Koe iglt have l>ccn without Couifucian te. 101giol'dY ial tell. lut
'lit Kore is %vith thenui cerv eue. weli knows. Bchl.nd Korca, ivith lier
opprcssed masses, lier genieral poerty, treachierous and cruel officers, hier
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