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pootry appeared. Even sterii Furitanical notiens liad
,îot '-'con able te crueli ail senîtimnent frein tlîo New
Eng-land breatst. iMýeii's nihd3 weee thon filled with
theological speculations and, as a natural resuit, thue
first poetry .partoek of a roligious nature.

About the middlo et the Geventeentb century Ilthe
Bay Psalni Booek" appeared. It was mernly a metri-
cal translation of a few of the Psalms tramn the
Hlehrew, by a nuinhar et iiinisters living in M1assa-
chusetts. Literary nrts, it hiad nana, and is now
leoked uponas acuriesity. Sema interest is attaclied
ta it, bewever, on account et its boing tho firet book
printed within the botinds of the grer.t Amenican
Republie. Sualu was tho beg inning ef Ainerican
paetry, wvhicli, as soea ane said, Il vas sure ta risa
becauso iL could net sink lower." The naxt stap 'vas
taken by Anne Bradstraet, wvbe was conisidored a
groat versifier by lier centeînperanies. Though digni-
fled wvftl the title IlTentlî Mluse," slie wrote aotliing
that couald prepenly bo called paotry. Mrs. Brad-
straet's naine is remiembered chielly because she wvas
the first in the cou ntry te lay claire te peetie talent;
and se ras aIse the pioneer anmong American literary
Nvomen. In thaso aarly turnes, a little Negro girl,
Phillis Wlîoatlay, wvliese years numbered net a score,
jeined tie listoetwritars. Sha publishad a siaîl book
et 1- Posnis an Variaus Subjeots, Roligiaus and Moral."
T~ho girl wvas an Atrican slave, uneducated, and having,
but fev friands. Hen enta small talent ds caretully
cultivated, an.d set an axaiple te I. ir race, wvJicbl lias
neyer bean tallawed te any extent.

The oigflîteentb century dîLwned on a newv class et
pets, represanted by Tiniothy Dwight and Jolin
Trunibuli. Thair verses %vere Iîeavy, unploasing and
laden with Calvinistia doctrneîs. A hast et versifiers
bclang te this' ago, but tlxey did naL contribute any-
tlîing et valua axcept a tow patriatic peaifl.

flifferent tram tlîe rest wero IIalleok and Drake,
wha wrate at the begfinnir.g et the present century.
Intimante friands and levers ef poatry, tlîeir friand-
sbip 'vas similar te that et Shelley and KCeats.
Halleck, liko Shelley, wvas torced tc yieîd te the cald
clutch et daath. Hie yaung asseciata Drake, fired
witlu love for hie gra'ving countny, wret-- a lynical
pei, IlTho Amenican Flag," wvhich, if natisung mare,
inspirai! cluildish brensts with patniotie feelings. HaI-
leck was net hy any means a great puet, and yat ha
fait ratmer than sawv tlîe dawn that was ta be.

Nuiierous wore the pùets of tlîis tinie but i,. wvould
be imnpossible to mention thin all ; they fiasbied ' iKu
inoteors throughi a darlken.id sky, thon disappeared,
lcaving no trace of their briglîtnees bahind.

Passing on te tiiose wvlo really cantributed ta the
growtli of Anierican poetry, wve corne to Williami
Cullen B3ryant, se truly called the pooL et nature.
Witli the publication of IlThanatopsis " a new cra
dawned in the poctry et this country. Bryant's mind
was fillld ;vith the -randeur et the universe, and,
wrapt in wveuder at the harniony in nature, lie wvrote

«" Bo it ours te ineditate,
Ili thoe calin sijados, thy mider inajcsty,
And te the beatitiful order of tliy works
Learn te conforrn tho ordor o!eur lives."

Hia poetry breatiies the lita hae loed, and but sel-
dom dae hie wander frein hie Ilchosen woodland
path." As a writer of blank verse Brynt lias net
been surpassed in bis own country, and his translation
of tbe Iliad and Odyssey have a stately graca that is
net etten reached.

Frein B3ryant we pass te Longfellow, the loved
poet et A.nierica. Hae did net follnw in the beaten
track ot ether writers but preforred ta pava a wvay
fer himsE:lt. This is seon, especially in :ho metres ho
usas. Re successfully employed unrhymed haxa-
mater ain unrhymad trechaie totramoter, twe meas-
tires seldoin used ia Englisb. Hlis long peeme,
t"Hiawatlia," "Evangelinoe" and "The Spanish
Student " rank bich in li' ematiire and form a golden
setting fer the rich jewels et lue sherter piaces.
Lontellow's style is pleasing, fer bis thougbts coe
£ram the fuhiass et a great heart. Whu.t he bias doe
for bis ceuntry's poetry je et priceless value.

Bora about tbe saine tirno but living searcely more
than balt as many years as tha pot just mentionedI
wvas Edgar Allan Poe. As a wvriter ot poetry he
differed troni hie centomperaries as well as frein his
predecessor s. His tbenights deliglited te pender on
the niystaries et the future werld, and the possibility
et friands bein- re-u ni ted there. His name ceorne to
be mare intinuately associnted with the stataly stop-
ping et the "lRayon " than with any otiier pice lie
bas written.

0f a vary different type is the work et Emnerson.
11ie pre-eminenco as a prose 'writer is acknewledgcd
by crities; but as a peet ha is net se pepular. This
niay bo due in part ta a lack ot flowing maledy vdîiah
ana expects in poetry.


