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this, in conjunction with the other influences at
which I have hinted, is thinning their numbers
and hastening their general decay.

Such is a faint and imperfect sketch of the
present condition of the aborigines of Australia.
Tle question now snggests itself; are they im-
proveable? Do they possess the faculties and
capabilitics of men, or isit really true that they
are a kindred race to the ourang outang? On
this subj ct I have formed a very decided opin-
jon,—an opinion held, T am happy to say, by
most of the more sensible of the colonisis.—
They are susceptible of culiivation. I do not
consider them by any meansso discouraging or
so forbidding materials as the Hottentots and
Borjesmen, on whom the experiment has been
successfully tried.  Many of the men are real-
ly good-lovking specimens of human nature,
wi.h forcheads and eyes that betoken intelli-
gen ¢ of no common order. Tam not @ pro-
tessed phrenologist, but 1 feel confident that
many a New Hollander's head presents more
favorable indications than do those of the gene-
rality of the sons of Europe. They have me-
mories accurate and retentive,—powers of imi-
tation remarkably great. They can draw in-
ferences with striking shrewdness and ucute-
ness. There ate not wanting cvidences of
the strength of their gratitude and the warmth
of their affections. In short, they give swre
proof of their possgssion of all the powe=s of
our common natwre; I need not say how fully
they cvidence its decp depravity. Feor the
amelicrtion of their condition, it is unneres-
sary for e in addressing you, Drar Sir, to say
that christianity is the engine th-t mnst be em-
pliyed, Perhaps you will bear with me while
1 advert to some of those peenliwitics in their
circmnstences which will modify the nanzer in
which this engine is to be appiicd.  Thry are
essential y, wmany have said irrevocably, orr:
litcrally vagabonds on the carth. They win-
der, somctimes in whole tribes, sometime: 3
small detachments, sometimes in single funi
lies ; sometimes un isolated savage rouns the
the wilderness solitary and sullen.  This mi-
gratory propensity cinnet, it is obvious, he era-
dicated st once ; probably, in the present gene-
ration of aduits, it can never be more than im-
perfectly restrained. It may, however, be
greaily counteracted!

* And here I cannot but observe, that the pre-
sent state of e aborigines of Port Philip af-
fords a fine illustratinn of that beawiful feature
of the Divine cconomy, whercby good is cdu-
ced from evil,—whereby the wrath and other
sinful passions of men are made to praise the
Lord. The measures which the christian feels
to have been all along desivable for the sake
of the blacks, are new felt by every one to be
* *~essary for tie sake of ihe whites. Abori-
g.al aggression is a constant subject of com-
plaint. A few daysagoe a meeling was held
at Geelung on the subject ; and an energelic
memorial to the Governor was agreed on. Tn
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this document it was recommended, that suita-
ble portions of land should be reserved within
the territorial limits of the certain tribes ; that
depots should be formed therein, for supplying
the natives with food and clothing ; and it is
gratifying to add, a decided opinion wasexpres-
sed, that christian instruction, by missionaries
taking a deep interest in their temporal and
eternal welfare, forms the only means of civi-
lizing them. The duty of supporting the ori-
ginal accupants of the soil, was urged upon the
government by the consideration, that the pre-
scence of the colonists abridges their means of
subsisience, while it affords an immense reve-
nuc to the crown, which has seized their lands,
and has never, as yet, ofiered those who for-
merly possessed them any thing in the chape of
an cquivalent.  Some such measures as those
just mentioned must be soon adopted, other-
wise the extinction of the aboriginal race is in-
eviiwbie. Our shecep and cattle have driven
away their game and eaten up their roots.—
They cannot therelore obtain their feniner arti-
cles of food.  They cannot reireat to the re-
gicns;of the interior, into which Britons ‘have
nat yet intruded, for these are cccupied by hos-
tile tribes. Frem these causes, as also, no
doubt, from the superior atiractions of flour and
nutten, they are led sometimes to beg, some-
tir..0s v steal from the stores and folds of the
sc'tlers. A criminal cemmerce, in the mean-
tinie gecs on with the shepherds and others, of
a uzture too well understood to need minute
spe-ificatien ; and the whole frequently termi-
nates in bloadshed.  For the sake, therefore,
of both races, it is desirabie that the blacks
should be fed, and that in such a manner as
will do away with all accasion for intercourse
beiween t em and the whites.

Tt is now easily scen that, if the plan above
sketched be wdopted, either by the Government
or Missionary Sucit tics, or by the combined
cflor:s «f both, an immedinte arrest is put on

ac locomoiiveness of the aborigines, and thus
thie great barrier botween them and ihe efiorts
of tl.e messenger «f peace is bruken down.—
They can ne.w be subjected to the influences of
tlat glurious gospel which its Divine Author
commanded to ke preached unto all nations.—
From what 1 have said; some provisionfor sup-
plying them with foud must enter into cvery
scheme for aboriginal insiruciion.  The ex-
pense of this would. however, be niuch less
than might at first sight be imagined. A large
ficid of potatoes, a garden well stocked with
veg: tables, with pethay s the wdditivn ol'a small
{luck of sheep, wanld furm the chicf part of
what is necessary fora whole tribe. In a short
fime an establi:hment of this sort would do
much iowards its own support. Nothing
should be given to the natives except in the
shape of reward for service performed.  Bxpe-
ricnce fully proves that they will work most
diligently for a time, cither when influenced by
their own caprice, or by very slight induce-




