
THE PRACTICAL BEE-KEEEER.

WINTERING BEES

When the cold north winds limNe passed
.tdwe hear the swcet songs of our feather-

ed fricnds, and the hium of the busy bec once
more, thien gladacss is seen in the counten-
ance of the bee.keeper that another winter
lias passcd ; tliat is to say, this gladncss 18
sec» on the face of the bee-kceper who bias
successfully wintcred his becs cither on sum-
mer stands or in winitcr quarters, and finds
that his loss is not over two per cent.

But oh, wliat a long.rdrawn visage is seen
-on hi who, neglecting proper precantions
and leaving his becs to take care of tîjeni-
.selves on summer stands, finds tliem. in thc
spriing ahinost a total loss. And yet this lat-
ter class will frcquently be heard to say, - I
*<on't sec how it is, but I never ]lave huck
witli îny becs."- lc dlon't deserve any luck.

If a farier were to allow his stock to run

ail winter wiithout proper food or siielter,
whiat appearance wvould they prcsent iii thc
.spriîîg?

Yet this is practicahly what the bee-keeper
ýdoes who does xîot provide for his becs iii the
fahl, and as a natural rcsnlt lie finds imiiself
in the sanie boat as thc improNidenit fariner.

The question of 1 &How to w%_inter Becs le is
ahinost synonynious with that of "How to
iniake Bee-keeping pay «e' Few risc te cînini-
eit success i any business, the inajority pre-
fcrrinig to plod along in thc old rut. Thxis is
ixot as it should be, for it is just as truc to-
,day as ci-er, tInt "&It is the mn who inakes
tIc business, not tIc business that inakes
the inn.'.

A glance at tIc landscape in antunnn, 'with
thc -ariegated colors of thc foliage, and the
general e-videu-ce that ail nature is prcparing
to go into winter quarters, should be a suffi-
cient hint to thc intelligent bce-kceper, and
if tIc readers of this journal have not already
prepared their becs for winter, cither o11 suin-
muer stands or ini winter quarters, it shnuld
be donc at once.

I -%ill here descrilie the method of 6"Win-
tering Becs,"' as sticccsfnhlly followcd by nie
for the past t.weut,.-fivc years. Pack on the
sumnner stands as soon as thc hncy lîarvest

<v (\er, whieh is about Oct. lst iii this part
of Canada. I raise coînb honiey onlv. Al
supers, îvhcther fulîl or niot, are rcnioved.
Then be sure that the hive lias a c1ueenl, a
young 011e if possible. Next sec that the
hive is strong in bees, and containis at least
(30) thirty pouuîds of hioney, weIl sealed. If
any hives are fouîîd to be wcak in bees it Ls

good planî to unite two toctether, or if soine
are lackinig in lhoney and others have a sur-
plus, the hioney fraines iay be exclianged.
Miîen ail are properly supplied hoth as to

becs aud lioney, takie au empty super and
place it onu the hive, the saine as wî'hen sec-
tions are, in. Tien take a piece of caxîvas
sucli as inerchants lise to wvrap goods iii, eut
it the proper size and spread it over the becs;
the tin rests will keep it up froin the bees so
tlîat the bes can pass iiuider the canvas.
This acts siînilar to the Hill plan. Next fill
the super with dry saw-%dust, %vell packed
down; thien put on the cover as tiglitly as
possible. A rougli, clîeap outside &tse is
niow required, one that. wil1leIave about four
inchles all around the hive, bridging, the en-
trances so that the 1 >ees can fly out any timie
they choose to, whlen the wvcather wvill per-
init. Now pack sawdutItst all around the hive.
About ten inche-s over the top put on a good
ic-ovcr to keep out the ramn, and leave till
wariin %vcather in the L.iring, or about the
time the apple blossoins are out. Be sure
aud do niot take the packing off too soon in
the pinas there is danger of chilling the
brooid, which L,. sure to be weil advanced, the
qucen havinig comnienced te lay eary owing
to the becs hiaing bec» properly and coin-
fortably houscd durinig the winter. There
is no danger of a chili aftcr the apple blos-
soins are once ont. I have wintered miy becs
as hiere dcscribed and brouglit thein through
niinet.y-nine out of a luired, strong in becs
and wvith plent-y of brood. I raise comb
lioncy only, and kccp onlly the five-banded
goldcn beecs, and lind tlieni superior to the
thirec.bandcd, being better workcrs and cap-
ping the honcvy very white, thus causing it.
to comrsîand a 'bt~r market price.

-Rcad our " Special Prcmium Offer."-
Reinenilber the first naine receivcd will get
the first qucen, and so on in rotation until
ail -ire supplicd.


