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been in existence siîice the blf-cenittoiy
bugan. The structur'e and illovoenet. of
the pico, %vîtl its. siîiijle scelles andl its
]3îblical diction and spirit-îîore or less
i<)0dtri'ed and( tilled out within a genlera-
tion or so, but stili beconungly niaïve andl
devout-have rccîved vohîmnus atten-
tion. It is to-day, ini spiteo (f ail chîanges

idorig<,inali'l iîîfelieities, a str(>ngnn
collnplex and interestin g surv'ival of the
îîîieval Passion Pky of Gerniany and
Austria, a strong vehicle in its textual in-

P'ASSION IILAY-IAILY MAGDi'

(lividuality for the lionsant-actoi's tii)r
muent, and even for the pOeisant-auditor's
eniiotion. Scelle succeds %wclýl to scene,
tableau knits logically to tableau, between
the Pro logue aMd the cntry of Cbrist into
JerusaleIi, andl the CrucifiNion and Resuir-
rection. And the ,eneral efli.ct as rend
or fancicd, hIIfle often tedious, is sin-
cerdly religions. Doubtlcss, as the Play
wns fornierly given, tic Passion bram
iiust have been deely nppealing ;both

spîrituanlly and as that îmiradox in a'stlie-
tics, natoî-ol (11- froin uiîleanied meni.

U o-dny it is îîcitlior edifyillg Ilor. tt-
tracti'c. Tlo-day it is nieitiir relig'ioni
lior zestlietics. To-day it is false nnd coin1-
mon->lace or Inrsli tlirotgont ;exccpt
where, now and thon, thoe oldci actors of
the best tgrade can show theinselves iin
tlieir best lîgbits, or Micrc the new genjera.-
tion of Obcrai 1iiiîcrgnCu Passion-1>layers
arc young mîon of the botter artificial iin-
stincts anîd have bccîî able to profit by
tecclingr of thcir seniors or by boing
trained for stago-work by regular eictork8
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froin cities. 0111y' these two tlîings iiiakeC
the Play enditrable nlow. And at lonst
one-hlf of the excuse, you observe, is
purelIy artificial, anid lias no more to do
w-ith the Ainîîirtlial tlian if the gnarislî
Pa-ssion Thieatie vere o1n Mad isoniSur
Garden or Enm'l's Court !Piety, devotion,
siiîplicity, a customn kcpt for gratitude
to God's good plewsuire and iii.tui'S re-
inindcr-iotiiig of the sort. Tlint is
lIiet onlly iin vestiges. But a plny miust
be lzel t up. For the village likes înoncy
and ail the woi'ld Inoivs of its toen-yeairly
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l'lie 111(ly.


