
,IC RICLILTURAL REVIEW.

canniot be too strongl -y ittipressed on the
mîind of every cuilti%-ator-. Various nwians
inay bc ad(opttbd to r(XIIice miili* to a fine
condition. Il, C<)1se. ('r Composed Iargely
ofl straw it mn'.st lie rot t.d, ])Y placi ni it iii
large lîeaps to romni vrlfO tIsutmn
downi the ouitsides il tii a liay-knife artcr
the lapse ol' a1 110ivwc and throwing the
trimmings on the top. Il' there is not
enou-Fh straw to retain the volatil.' Portions.
tiien thin tayers of' luan, tur',l; uumck, or
peat, mlus be ptaced xvith t'le îlalitre-
ilius foringi ait 2xceýllenit compost ha,
the anount of' loami or otlier absorbent to
bc regulated by the quattty of straw whielh
file inantire mnay alrcady c.ontaiti. If tlie
fresli mnanure is ncarly clear dung, it should
have one-haif of its own bulk to retain flic
volatile parts ; but this atg;ttin ust vary
ivitlî thc ainount of clays it eontains-a
leaving, loau being- a better retainer titan
a liglit one. A dry inaterial. as loami or
part, is also a i-uchibettcr absorbent than a
'wct one. Ail these different thinga are to
bc taken iiito account, and tic judgicnt,
propcrly cxereised ini dctermining how
mmicli of absorbing mnaterial is to bie placed
in mixture with the mianure.

WVhcre straw is largely used, it would
obvioudly require, inueli less rotting down if
thic straw could be mtn tlirotiglî a straw-
catter and cliopped short before used as
litter. Cornstaîkas arc especially trouble-
soaxe wlien mixed witli iuanure; the st.raw-
cutter thcref'orc becones particularly useful
in choppirig theaxn Upl b-ore spreading thii
over the yard.

Wre knoiv a very successfui commercial
ga*crdener who keeps one of bis many bauds
constantly cmployed, year in and year out,

ind thei and working down fie composts;
adte minent succcss ini ail parts of the

establislinicnt proves the wisioni of the
practice. Farmiers cannot, liowuver, espe-
cially at these tiames, miix and break down
tîmeir compost becap by liand ; they slîould
therefore miakec themn in the fornx of ]on--
and low parallelograins, on ivhieh a yoke
oxen mnay be used for several days in plow-
ing- harrowing, alld commingling ail the
parts until they are nearly as fine as flour.
.Aftcr the ianure is spread upon the soul,
and before plowinig in, great benefit is
derived by thorougli harrowing with ftic
top soit, thus brcakiug fincly Lothî the
manure and the soit> and niixiug- th cn melt
togetiier. Another way for the perfýct dit-
fusion of the nianure aniong tixe particles
of earth, is to spread the inanutre in autunin

s0 that ail the p'ins of tîmis season miay
dissolve thie Soluble portions and carry them4i
down amnong the partiel. ', whierc tlîey arb
absorbed and retained for the grow'ing crop.

lI experinients wbichi we liave witnessed
wlicre the inanure for the corn wvas thus
apl)lied in autuixîni. it bas afforded a yield
Of' abotit seventy bushiels per acre, w'ben the
mmane anmoint :q)plied in spring gave only
lifty bushels. A thin coatiing of uxaure,
aj)plied to Nvinter wlieat at the time of

* amure applied to winiter wlîeat at the
timte or sowing. and Nvell hiarrowed in, lias
iucrcased thicerop front seven to ten
bitslils pei' acre-and in addition to this,
by thîe stronger growfiî it lias cauised, as
wcll a-s bY the Protection it bas afforded to,
tlic surfaàc, it lias niot unfrequently qaved
fli c 3op front partial or total winter-killing.

In cases wlîen it is nccessary to appuy
coarse nuinre at onice , inueli mnay be donc,
in lessening tlie exils of coar-sencss by arti-
fieially grinding it into the soit. TI'le in-
Strument ealled the (la-olr-Wuhis
like a common roller set stiff, so as not -to
revolvc,-hi-is been used to great, advaatage
flor' this purpose, by passing it over the
surfaice iii conneetion ivitlî the liarrow.

*Wre lhave knioln this treatment to effeet a
thorougli interinixture, and to miore tlîan
double the erop obtaincd by commion man-
agemient, itî coarse manure.

IMIE USfl IN THE SOIL.
A carrespondent of the Germaatiow

Tcq.pisays: " Lime nets uponi the soul
Itwo %%'x.ys : one ileclîanical, and thie other

1ehiemical. Its specifie gravity bcing greatex-
than tlîat of commiot saIt, it lias a tendcncy
to sitik until it finds a soit of its own specifie

grvity. This g-enerally takes place iwhen
it reichies the subsoil ; lience the benefit
sonietiîaes derix'ed front inereasing tlie (lepth
of the surface soil-the, limec whicli during

ithe previous cultivation lîad sunk to ivlîat
ivas tlien the subsoil is a.ii. brouglit IIp a ild
iiixed %vith the surface soil. This mnechan-
ical action iay bce more readily explained
thian the chieuîical action ; tîe lie by sink--
ing loosenls the soul, and admits of a morc-
froc passage of air and xîoisture."

jTHE BEST TIME TO SOW GEASS-SEED.
1 I]lave an impression tîxat experimental

kn-iowledge is thxe mîost valuable for thxe
fariner. For more than lialf a century I
have been expcriiaenting te flnd the best
tinte to soiw grass seed. Foir more thian 30
« the flrst years of' ay famnI did ais


